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THE SPEAKER (Mr Mchael Bamnett) took the Chair at 10.00 am, and read prayers.

PETITION - DUCK SHOOTING
tan Opposition

MR HOUSE (Stiiding) [10.03 am]: I present the following petition -
To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned request the Government of Western Australia to respect the
wishes of the people of Western Australia regarding the proposed State Government
move to ban recreational duck shooting, under an amendment to the Wildlife
Conservation Act.
We soundly reject any such amendment to remove the traditional right of Western
Australian citizens to engage in lawful hunting of game bird species.

The petition bears 180 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No L57.]

PETITION - MINERAL SANDS, NANNUP REGION
Road Transport Opposition -Rail Transport Support

MR BLAIKIE (Vasse) [10.05 am]: I present the following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned, are totally opposed to the transportation by road of mineral
sands ftom the Nannup region using the existing road systems to the Bunbury region.
We believe that all1 minerals should be transported by rail in the interests of safety and
the future of the tourism industry in this area and that the existing railway land
between Capel/Busselton and Bussehtorvannup should be retained for this purpose.
Failure to recognise the importance of rail transport will increase road traffic on
already busy roads and lead to an increase in the number of road accidents and road
traffic fatalities.
Your petitioners humbly pray that you will give this matter your earnest consideration
and your Petitioners as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 40 signatures and I certify that it confonns to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 158.1

PETITION - DUCK SHOOTING
Prohibition Legislation Support

MRS HENDERSON (Thomrlie - Minister for Housing) 110.07 am]: I present the following
petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned petitioners of Western Australia and residents, urge you not to
declare a Duck Shooting Season for 1991 and to legislate for the prohibition of any
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future Duck Shooting in this State because of the cruelty inflicted on our wildlife; the
loss of significant waterbird breeding habitat; the pollution of the wetlands from lead
pellets, cartridges and other rubbish, and community disapproval of recreational
shooting of wildlife.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 1 012 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of
the Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.

[See petition No 159.]

PETITION - GOOMALLING HOSPIT AL

Closure Protest
MR McNEE (Moore) [10.09 am]: I have a petition couched in the following terms -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.

We, the undersigned, wish to protest at the proposed closure during the holiday
period of the Goomalling Hospital.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 625 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.

[See petition No 160.1

MOTION - WILDCATS BASKETBALL TEAM
Stote Cricket Team - Sporting Achievements

MR GORDON KILL (Helena - Minister for Sport and Recreation) [ 10. 15 am]: I move -
That the House express its congratulations to the Perth Wildcats Basketball Team and
to the Western Australian State Cricket Team for their magnificent sporting
achievements over the weekend of 27 and 28 October which were, respectively -

(1) winning the National Basketball League tidle for the fir'st time by beating the
Brisbane Bullets, in Brisbane, in the final match of a best of three grand final
series; and

(2) retaining the PAl Cup by beating New South Wales by seven wickets in the
limited overs. cricket match at the WACA ground.

I am sure this House would want to recognise the achievements of both those teams not only
last weekend, but also throughout the year. This year has been an exciting year for sport in
Western Australia both in team and individual performances. The West Coast Eagles put up
an outstanding performance and the team defied all expectations. It defied the critics in the
early part of the season and it overcame the problems of frequent travel to the Eastern States.

I refer also to the performance of the Western Australian Women's Hockey Team and to its
representatives in the national team which performed so well at the last Olympics and at the
international hockey competition which was played in New Zealand last week.

The performance of cyclist Rod Evans in breaking Hubert Opperinan's longstanding record
for speed and endurance was outstanding. We also had the outstanding performance of
Shelley Taylor-Smith in her marathon swim across the English Channel and, more recently,
her winning the women's division of the World Swimming Championship's selection trial -

she came second overall and she beat an outstanding field.

I refer also to the outstanding performance of Dean Capobianco in the Stawell Gift, Elizabeth
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Smylie's tennis victories and Ian Brown's performance in recording the world's fastest time
for the 400 metre freestyle swimmning event. Many individual and team performances have
been outstanding this year. However, the performances which have captured the attention of
the media and the public and which have stirred up the emotions and fired up the parochial
spirit of Western Australians have been the performances of the Perth Wildcats and dhe State
Cricket Team. The cricketers who proudly wore the Western Australian cap defeated New
South Wales in the FAI Cup final last weekend.

Both the Wildcats and the State Cricket Team have been through difficult times in the past
12 months. Their performances are a great credit to the efforts of the players and to the
ability of the coaches, the assistant coaches and the support staff. They have shown the rest
of Australia the fighting spirit for which Western Australians are renowned. The
performance of the Wildcats in taking out the National Basketball League tidle for the first
time was an amazing achievement. The team members displayed their courage and tenacity;
they showed that when the odds are against a team - when it is confronted by a hostile
environment and is faced with the difficulties of travel - and when the going gets tough it can
work towards the goal it has set. The Wildcats were not prepared to give in and that was the
hallmark of their performance.

The SPEAKER: Order! I know members are working on their response to this speech but I
ask them to do it quietly.

Mr GORDON HILL: Great credit must go to Cal Bruton, to the assistant coach, David
Hancock and, of course, to the team - Eric Watterson, Tiny Pinder, Mike Ellis the captain.
James Crawford the Alabama slammer, Steve Davis and Trevor Torrance. I have heard
many people say that Trevor's performance last weekend was his best and I concur with that
view. I continue: Jeff Allan, although he was unfortunately injured and not able to
participate in the final matches, was there supporting the team; Ricky Grace; Craig Evans;
Rob Dempster; David Close and Brett Ellis. Of course, although the spotlight is on those
high profile players, other people who deserve recognition for their enormous contributions
are the support staff and the co-owners of the Wildcats, Bob Williams and Kerry Stokes.
These other people were a great inspiration to the players and, helped them lift their
performance to ensure they took out the National Basketball League championship.

One of the great features of the performance by the Wildcats was their humility and the way
in which they conducted themselves during the course of the finals, in particular.
Recognition was given by the captain, Mike Ellis, when receiving the trophy, of the
performance of the Brisbane Bullets, their opponents in the match. He also recognised the
support given to the Brisbane team by the local crowd. In fact, he called the Brisbane crowd
the "eleventh man in the team". That recognition was given by the Wildcats but not by the
Brisbane Bullets.
Importantly, the support of the people of Western Australia was acknowledged. I believe the
Wildcats have given a message to all sportsmen and women in this State: "When the going
is tough, the chips are down and the odds are against you, don't throw in the towel, If you
want something enough; if you are prepared to commit yourself; if you are prepared to work
hard; you can achieve great things." The Wildcats have certainly done that. The
Government and members of this House say, "Well done," to the Wildcats. They have given
us a great deal of enjoyment this year and not just in the finals. Their success will be long
remembered by Western Australians. Keep it up! Western Australia is behind you and we
have every confidence that you will meet your objective of retaining the trophy in 1991, and
beyond.
A short time ago, on a flight back from the Eastern States, I was reading an In Flight
magazine which contained comments made by cricket identities and sporting commentators
from around Australia relating to Western Australia's ratings this year. The overwhelming
comment was that Western Australia's chances of remaining a force in cricket in the
immediate future and during the next decade were dimninishing. The comment appeared that
New South Wales and Victoria rated highly and that this year New South Wales was
expected to be a force to be reckoned with and should take out the Sheffield Shield, and the
PAI Cup.

That was not to be. Last weekend the Western Australian cricket team gave a strong
message to the rest of Australia with its performance, and it repeated that performance last
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night, thereby giving that message not only to the rest of Australia but to the rest of the world
when it defeated the English team. None of the commentators making those comnments rated
Western Australia highly. However, the message has been delivered to the rest of the
community that they are a powerful sporting force. Perhaps the most notable achievement
on the weekend was that of the captain. Geoff Marsh, who achieved the man of the match
award, showing that he is a great team leader. He is not only an enormously talented player
but also a great team leader and tactician, yet he, too, is humble in victory and self-effacing.
That is a characteristic of other Western Australians in the sporting field.
Geoff Marsh led his team with great purpose. That team comprised the following players:
Clraeme Wood; Mark McPhee; Mike Veletta; Tom Moody; Wayne Andrews; Ken MacLeay;
Bruce Reid, who has made a tremendous comeback, and whose game last night showed that
he is well and truly on the path back to winning a berth in the test team; Peter Capes; Terry
Alderman; Tim Zoehrer; Chris Matthews, who has been injured, but is part of the squad and
has played an important behind the scenes role during recent weeks since he was injured;
Tom Hogan; James Brayshaw, who we are pleased to see has decided to stay in Western
Australia and continue to play cricket here, as he has a bright future; and Chris Mack, who
also has a bright future. I also mention the support of officials and staff at the WACA, Tom
Perrotn, Des Hoare and others, and the coach, Daryl Foster.
All the competitors who proudly wore the Western Australian cap on the weekend are indeed
inspirational to all sportsmen and women in this State through their commitment, dedication,
determination and fighting spirit. They have set a great example to other sportsmen and
sportswomen not only in this State but also around Australia and to young people who aspire
to carry the bat for Western Australia or represent it in other sports. These sportsmen are a
great example to the young people of' this State.
Having moved this motion with great pleasure, I now ask members to join with the
Government in. supporting this message to those Western Australians who have represented
our State so well and who will be long remembered for their achievements.

Several members: Hear, hear!
MR GRAHAM (Pilbara) [10.27 am]: I have only a few commnents to make in seconding
this motion as the Minister has covered most points. Sport plays a major role in the lives of
people, and there is no doubt that many people get their inspiration from sporting leaders.
When one considers the population of Western Australia and its isolation from the major
centres of Australia, one must acknowledge that we do remarkably well in sport. That was
highlighted on the weekend. There is no doubt that Western Australia is the number one
cricketing State in Australia. The record of this State over the past 10 to 15 years stands
alone.
I was interested to note that the State pennant cricket competition is sponsored by a major
company from my electorate; that is, BHP-Utah Minerals International (Iron Ore). I
congratulate that company because it goes to enormous efforts with its sponsorship deal to
ensure that Western Australian cricketers visit the areas where the company has operations as
well as other areas of the State. Every year a game is played in a country centre in the north
west between the WA President's )U and the Pilbara cricket team. Mt Newman, the WA
Cricket Association and the players are to be congratulated for the role they play in that
event. It is one of the first games played each season. The people of Port Hedland
thoroughly enjoy having the players and the WACA people in town; they left with the best
wishes of the people of Port Hedland, who are confident about the team's chances in the
coming season.
A young fellow by the name of Brendon Julian is in the WA squad. He learnt and started
playing his cricket in Port Hedland, where his father and mother still live. To the best of my
knowledge, he is the first youngster from the north west of the State to be recognised at State
level. That is an enormous achievement, although he did not play in the game on Saturday.
The WA cricket side is to be congratulated for its effort in the FAI Cup. I have no doubt that
it will go on to play in and win the Sheffield Shield final at the end of the year.
It was interesting to note that after the grievance debate here about the coverage of sporting
events in the north west, which I raised with the Premier two weeks ago, both these events
were covered on radio and television in the north west. I am happy to see that occur because
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that is the idea behind grievance debates. I was glad to see that the ABC actually took notice
of that debate.
Mr Taylor: I must say that the ABC radio program did not broadcast the entire third quarter
of the Wildcats' match.

Mr GRAHAM: That is true, but the Wildcats' achievements stand on their own. An article
which appeared in The West Australian last week said that of all basketball teams in
Australia the West Coast Wildcats had fewest imported basketballers. The article said that
the Wildcats were essentially a home grown and home produced team.

Mrt Clarko: That is because two of them became naturalised.

Mr GRAHAM: That is what the sporting pages of The West Australian said about the
Wildcats.

Mr Cir;ko: But it was not right.

The SPEAKER: It is a good authority from which to quote.

Mr GRAHAM: Basketball has captured young people's imaginations in Western Australia.
My two sons have their bedroom walls plastered with posters of Wildcats players and they
consistently besiege their dad, who is a basketball no-hoper, to go outside and play basketball
with them.

Mr Macinnon: It is not only basketball.

Mr GRAHAM: I appreciate the Leader of the Opposition's comment and I did not mean to
speak while he was interrupting. [ will not do it again. Both the Wildcats and the Western
Australian cricket teams deserve the full support of this House for their enormous
achievements over the weekend.

MR MacKINNON (Jandakot - Leader of the Opposition) (10.32 am]: The Opposition
supports the motion There is no doubt that sport, as the Minister and the previous speaker
have said, plays an important part in community life in Australia. People are inspired by the
achievements of our sportsmen and women, and young people, in particular, are influenced
by the example they set. Therefore, both the teams mentioned in the motion, as well as all
sportsmen and women in this State, set a good example for young people to follow.

The response to the West Coast Wildcats' victory has been remarkable. It is symptomatic of
the tough times we axe facing and the bad news that is circulating that people respond to the
good news of the Wildcats' victory with greater enthusiasm than would normally be the case.
The example set by both the Wildcats arnd the cricket team is there for all to see. The players
have persisted in their efforts to ensure they achieve success. 'they have practised for hours
to ensure that they were prepared for the ultimate test. They performed when the pressure
was on and, most importantly, played as teams. Both teams relied on the performances of all
players to achieve these great results. The cricketers could not win without good bowling,
batting and fielding performances. The Wildcats, although they went through their ups and
downs, won due to a team effort.

Many important principles come out of each of the victories. It shows once again how
private enterprise and professionalism succeeds. It shows how the Government does not
need to become involved in cricket or basketball for them to achieve success. Credit is due,
as the Minister said, to the leadership of Bernie Prindiville, Tom Perrott and others in the
way they approached the issues confronting the game. The Wildcats' success is largely
attributable to Bob Williams who took responsibility for the Wildcats initially, rearranged
basketball in Western Australia and made it a professional game. The example set by the
players of the basketball and cricket teams is a lesson from which all of us should learn and
their success is due mainly to the success of the organisations that backed them.

I also pay tribute to the Ellis family who were associated with basketball in this State long
before it was fashionable. It was great to see Mike Ellis captain the team and both he and his
family can be justifiably proud of their contributions to basketball in Western Australia, as
could his late father were he alive.

In joining with the Government to support this motion there are two aspects that it should
take note of: Firstly, we should pay more attention to the role of women in sport and what
they can achieve. Too often we focus our attention on male sport only. I do not intend to be
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critical of the contribution of the cricket and basketball teams but women are also a part of
the sporting world. 1 notice the Minister did not mention the contribution made by the
women involved in the Australian swimming team.
Mr Gordon Hill: You were not listening.

Mr MacKINNON: The Minister mentioned some of them but not all of them.

Mr Gordon Hil: I mentioned Shelley Taylor-Smith.

Mr MacKINON: There is more than one female swimmer in the team. Sportswomen get a
raw deal from the media and others involved in sport and it is time that greater recognition
was paid to the performance of female athletes. I agree with the comments about Shelley
Taylor-Smith. She has fought long and bard and is finally receiving recognition for her great
achievements.

Secondly, the enthusiasm the Government has displayed over the performance of these
athletes should now be mirrored in sponsoring motions which address other important issues,
such as toe rural crisis and strikes which are causing havoc in the State. The Government
should support motions which address the important economic issues in this State to enable
Western Australia to retain its economic and not only its sporting pre-eminence in Australia.
Economic performances will, at the end of the day, underpin the standard of living that
sportsmen and women and other Western Australians enjoy as we enter the twenty-first
century.

MR COWAN (Merredin - Leader of the National Party) [10.38 am]: Mr Speaker, like you
I enjoy winning games of basketball and I support the motion that has been moved by the
Minister for Sport and Recreation, Many of us may not have the time to watch a full game of
cricket but we do convey to the Western Australian cricket side our congratulations for
winning the FAd Cup. Without wishing to detract from the motion or the intent of the
Government, motions of this nature tend to raise two questions: Firstly, why have we not
moved similar motions on the other occasions sporting teams have achieved success? That
question can be legitimately asked, and as a great supporter of the 1990 football premiers, I
ask why we did not introduce a motion congratulating the Swan Districts football team on its
premiership. I am quite sure the Minister for Education would have supported such a motion
by the Minister for Sport and Recreation, and a former player of the club, the member for
Balcarta, would perhaps have had a few words to say about it, but it would have had to be
two or three days after the grand final was won.

Mr Clarko: Am you aware that Claremont was the champion football club?

Mr Pearce: I thought Claremont was closing down.

Mr Clarko: No, it was the champion club.

Several members interjected.

Mr COWAN: The level of support for the various football teams coming from the Chamber
at the moment by way of interjection indicates that some of the clubs may have some
expectation of increasing their gate takings next year - unless all those members of
Parliament are going through the gate on free passes or permits of that nature. Seriously, it is
questionable, when we create a precedent by introducing a motion of this nature, as to why
we do not congratulate other notable sporting achievements.

I certainly congratulate the Wildcats on their success - it was a remarkable turnaround, given
the team's position in the middle of the season. Everyone always said that the team had a
great deal of ability but that that ability was never brought out during the qualifying rounds.
I do not think it was, either; but certainly through the final rounds and the elimination finals
it was brought out. Mind you, the Wildcats had a pretty rocky road towards the finial, in that
they went very close to not making it in Melbourne.

With regard to the cricket team, an interesting feature of cricket, and something that is not
often recorded, is the facilities which are made available for that sport in Western Australia.
The Western Australian Cricket Association has an excellent ground; it is perhaps the best
cricket stadium in Australia. It may not have the tradition and history associated with the
Sydney Cricket Ground, and it certainly would not attract the crowds, particularly to bay 13,
that are associated with the Melbourne Cricket Ground; nevertheless, the WACA is
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undoubtedly one of the best cricket stadiums in Australia, and perhaps even the world, and
some tribute should.- be paid to chose people who are or have been responsible for the
preparation of stadiums like that. As well, the climate in Western Australia is conducive to
outdoor recreation, concentrating mainly on span, and that is another reason why we have a
very strong history of dominance in some sporting arenas.

At the risk of sounding or appearing like another gentleman who has pursued a political
career for some time and who seemed to turn up, during 1983 particularly, at every
successful sporting event in order to get some of the success to rub off -

Mr Pearce: Did you actually have to get your member to check the year in which the Hawke
Government came to power before you could draw that out?

Mr COWAN: No, I wanted to be sure that the America's Cup was die first of those
occasions on which the Prime Minister decided he would jumnp on the band wagon.
Mr Pearce: Then why did he say, in a loud voice, " 1983'?
Mr COWAN: Perhaps the Leader of the House should tell us when we won the America's
Cup.
Mr Pearce: In 1983 - but I knew that without having to ask somebody.

Mr COWAN: I asked the member, "Did we win the America's Cup in 1983?" and he said,
"Yes, it was 1983.'
Mrs Beggs: If the Prime Minister had not congratulated people on that sort of achievement,
you would have said the Prime Minister took absolutely no interest in those achievements.
He is damned if he does and damned if he doesn't.

Mr COWAN: You and 1, Mr Speaker, know that there are ways in which teams can be
congratulated, and 1 am sure that as an avid follower of basketball, and as a player of
basketball, you would have conveyed your congratulations to the Wildcats team in a manner
quite different from that which has been used, or would have been used, by people like the
Prime Minister. That is the point I am making. From 1983, for a long time, we saw people
in politics jumping on the sports band wagon. While I am pleased to support this motion
because of the excellent performances of the two teams which have been mentioned, I
believe it creates a precedent where we omnit congratulations to other teams which have
participated and perhaps performed equally well. By that omission they could claim that
they have been neglected. In addition to that, by bringing motions like this to the House we
could be subjected to some criticism, and I suggest it is valid, that we are jumping on the
band wagon, as did the Prime Minister in the early part of his career, when it became the
ex(pected thing for him to be present to try to claim some kudos for the excellent
performances of whichever team was performing well at the time.

MR THOMPSON (Darling Range) [10.46 am]: I will support the motion and heartily
congratulate the Wildcats and the Western Australian cricket team on their performances;
however, 1 am a little of the same view as the Leader of the National Party in that it is
perhaps not appropriate for us to be jumping on the band wagon of identifying ourselves with
successful sporting achievements.

I made a very deliberate endeavour to be in a position to watch the basketball on television
on Sunday morning, and I must say that I enjoyed it. However, I derive greater enjoyment
from attending some of the sporting organisations in my electorate and giving support to the
amateur sport which abounds around this nation. I suggest we should be doing more to
congratulate the people in our comnmunity who give up countless hours to cater for amateur
sport. I believe as a nation we would be better off if we were to encourage more
participation by everybody in sport, rather than concentrate on the elitists in sport. Indeed, I
believe a little too much attention is paid to elitist sport in Australia and we ought to be
thinking more in terms of encouragig more people in the community to participate in sport.
Australia has a reputation as a sporting nation, but if we were to undertake an analysis we
would find that not a very high percentage of people in the community participate in sport.

Last weekend, when the Wildcats and the cricketers performed so well, another sporting
event was held in the south west. Members of this Parliament have participated in that event
in previous years, and I am referring to the Blackwood Marathon. In this year's Blackwood
Marathon no fewer than 1 500 people competed, and when we add to that the number of
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people who support the participating athletes, members can appreciate that that even? caters
for a great many people. I was a little disappointed in the treatment the Blackwood
Marathon was given by the various media organisations. The community seems to crave
news about the Wildcats and the cricketers more thani it craves information about the
performance and participation of less capable people, and I suppose that is the way it will
always be.
I believe it is something of a nonsense for us to use parliamentary timne to pat the cricketers
and the basketballers on the back. The community has already done that. There are far more
important things to which we should devote our attention.
Question put and passed.

BILLS (14) - INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING
1. WAGH Financial Obligations Bill

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Taylor (Minister for Finance and Economic
Development), and read a first time.

2. Petroleum (Drilling Reservations) Amendment Bill
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Caf (Minister for Mines), and read a first time.

3. Acts Amendment (Game Birds Protection) em~
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Pearce (Minister for the Environment), and read a
first time.

4. Education Amendment Bill (No 2)
5. Western Australian College of Advanced Education Amendment Bill

Bills introduced, on motions by Dr Gallop (Minister for Education), and read a first
time.

6. Acts Amendment (Betting Tax and Stamp Duty) Bill (No 2)
7. Bookmakers Betting Tax Amendment Bill
8. Government Railways Amnendmnernt Bill (No 2)
9. The Western Australian Turf Club Amendment Bill

Bills introduced, on motions by Mr Pearce (Leader of the House), and read a first
time.

10. Water Bill
B ill introduced, on motion by Mr Bridge (Minister for Water Resources), and read a
first time.

11. Local Government Superannuation Amendment Bill
12. Local Government Amendment Bim (No 2)

Bills introduced, on motions by Mr Gordon ill (Minister for Local Government),
and read a first time.

13. Retail Trading Hours Amendment Bill
Bill introduced, on motion by Mrs Henderson (Minister for Consumer Affairs), and
read a first time.--

14. Lesueur National Park Bill
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Wiese, and read a first time.

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND) BILL
Second Reading -" Budget Debate

Debate resumned ftom 30 October.
MR BLA IK IE (Vasse) [11.00 am]: The areas about which I hope I have sufficient time to
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make comment in the Budget debate include agriculture, Aboriginal heritage, the Aboriginal
Legal Service, improved environmental management and the recent tragedy of a mix-up of
bodies sent to the Eastern States.
I view with great concern the cuts in hospital, education and police services being imposed
by ths Government. The Government has announced already reductions in hospital services
to country areas and a review of school services, both of which augur very badly for people
in rural areas. What these cuts will do is ensure that rural people will become the second
class citizens of this State. That should be deplored and 1, for one, oppose them totally.
I will make further comments about the Capital Works Program, but my main area of
concern is law and order. In December, the Government will be extending its police
operations at Augusta. The grave concern that I have is that the Government will transfer an
officer from the force at Margaret River or at Busselton to operate chat service. Augusta is a
major tourist centre and any police officer stationed there should be in addition to officers
serving in the area already. The community is gravely concerned that that officer will be
stationed in Augusta at the expense of existing numbers in Busselton or Margaret River.
That is not good enough and will not be accepted by the conmnunity.
I hoped that the Minister for Agriculture would be in the Chamber because [ wanted to refer
to the bad management of his portfolio as evidenced by the crisis in agricultural industries,
particularly the wheat and wool industries. In support of that statement, one needs only to
look at the Agriculture budget to- 'the coming year. Expenditure for the agricultural division
for last year, including the Agriculture Protection Board, totalled $103 million. The estimate
for the current financial year totals $98 560 000, a reduction of $5 million. If ever
agriculture needed support, financial assistance and more resources, it is now. The Minister
for Agriculture has failed the rural community. The Government has introduced a Budget
which includes reduced allocations to agriculture at this time of crisis.
Mr Macinnon: It has let them down.
Mr BLAIKIE: It has let them down very badly. Reductions have also been made to a series
of programs. T intend to say a lot more about them when we move into the Committee stage.
I serve notice on the Government and its advisers that I will be questioning why these
reductions have been made. For instance, last year the animal production program expended
$5.6 million. The estimate for that program this year totals $4.7 million, a reduction of
$890 000. That program was set up to improve the long term profitability of the State's
livestock industries. At a time when the State is in greatest need and when agricultural
industries are in crisis, the Goverrnent has slashed that program by almost $90-0 000!
The budget for the administration subprogram has been cut by $2 10 000 and the beef cattle
subprogram has been cut by $92 000. The objective of the sheep and wool subprogram is to
undertake research development and advisory services to improve the efficiency and long
term profitability of the State's sheep and goat industries. We all know of the difficulties
facing wool producers and yet the allocation. to that program has been cut by $300 000. The
people in the rural areas understand that, if ever there was a time to expand that development
program and the level of technology, now is the time. However, the Minister has allowed the
Government to reduce its allocation in this area. That will not be acceptable in the wider
community.
The allocation to the Intensive Animal Industries Subprogram has been reduced by $87 000.
The Dairy Cattle Subprogram has been reduced by $130 000 and yet the stated objective of
this program s to undertake research, development and advisory services to improve the
efficiency and long term profitability of the State's dairy industry. I ask the Minister whether
there is any substance in the rumour that the Department of Agriculture is considering
ceasing operations at the Wokalup dairy station or the Vasse dairy station, or both, in order to
achieve that reduction of $130 000. If that is not the case, how will the Government achieve
that reduction from such a small Budget?
Mr Bridge: It may well be that the department is looking at these options which are
ongoing -

Mr BLAIKIE: The Minister cannot hide behind the department. He is responsible for the
Budget. As Minister he is responsible for asking for a certain amount of money and for
allocating those funds. It is obvious that one of three things has occurred: The Minister
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could not present a good argument in Cabinet and he was rolled; he does not have the
capacity to understand the crisis facing agriculture and to obtain the necessary funds; or he
asked for less money than his department received last year. The Minister cannot be right in
all three cases.
The Animal Products Technology Program allocation is reduced by $86 000. The allocation
to the Plant Industries Program, the objective of which is to carry out research into crop and
pasture systems, has been reduced by $1.37 million at a time when plant research is most
crucial to the survival of people on the land. All the programs I have referred to are crucial
to the survival of these people. The Minister carries on in this House but he does not put up
a good fight for his department.
Mr Bridge: A six per cent increase is not bad for the department, and neither is a seven
per cent increase for the Agriculture Protection Board.
Mr BLAIKIE: The Minister is telling pork pies.
Mr Bridge: I am not. That is not a bad effort for a Minister who supposedly lost in Cabinet.
Mr BLAMKE: The expenditure last year by the Department of Agriculture was
$103 million. The amount budgeted this year is $98 million, Therefore, whatever the
Minister says about the percentage increase the amount allocated this year is less than the
amount expended last year. What a lot of rubbish to talk about an increase in this year's
Budget.
Mr Bridge: Part of that amount was $6 million spent on eradication of the Queensland
fruit-fly, which was not budgeted for last year.
Mr BLALEKIE: Irrespective of the budgeted amount, how much has the Minister allowed for
locust spraying this year? Sweet Fanny Adams. He is a fair weather Minister; he is fine
when the sun shines but when it rains he is not very effective. Last week the Minister was
asked a question by the member for Wanneroo, part of which was -

In keeping with the mural nature of my electorate -

What a joke to refer to the WVanneroo electorate as having a rural nature -

- what was the result of the meeting of farmers at Corrigin today which the Minister
was invited to attend?

The Minister made a number of comments about what happened at Corrigin and he also
said -

There was a clear indication that the industry is searching for positive leadership -

What an understatement. They certainly have not found it yet. The Minister also said -
One feature that I thought was unfortunate - it is a shame it happened because it was a
good meeting - was the mock hostility for the benefit of the television cameras.
Members will see an example of that on the television and it was disappointing.
Mr Trenorden: Mock hostility? Axe you saying that theme is no hostility out there?
Mr BRIDGE: It was mock hostility, not genuine hostility. There is a difference.
That was disappointing particularly because people in the main were positive and
responsible in considering the matters of concern that have to be dealt with.

I challenge the Minister to go back to Corrigin, or to any of the rural centres, and tell the
people about his views on mock hostility.
Mr Bridge: I would be happy to go to Corrigin or anywhere else tomorrow.
Mr BLAMKE: There was anguish, concern and anger at that meeting.
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! Firstly, I will accept interjections and they will be directed to the
member who is speaking in a fairly orderly fashion. However, I will not accept cross-
Chamber interjections between other members. I also will not accept a situation in which I
call for order and members ignore me. I refer members to the sessional Standing Orders and
the section that now applies which allows me to give members a short coffee break.
Mr BLAIMiI: I summarise my concern about the Budget allocation for agriculture and the
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level of incompetence shown by the Minister in his failure to secure an increase in funds for
agriculture and agricultural research. The Minister should have ensured that an increased
amount was available for technology to assist people with the rural crisis they are currently
facing. As sure as the sun will rise tomorrow, they face major problems in the future. This
Government professes to be environmentally responsible, but as the pressure goes on
agriculture and farmers fight for survival, further pressure will be placed on the land. That is
the only way Canners can survive. If the Government ignores that factor, it will create
problems that future generations will face. I will be delighted to debate the comments I am
making in 12 months' time. Agriculture is facing serious problerm.

I predict that one of the scourges to face sheep farmers, particularly those in the south west,
will be footrot, which I believe will run amok. It behoves the Government to increase its
level of financial involvement in agriculture because, if the price of sheep drops to a
negligible amount, what incentive will there be for Carners to carry out the necessary
management controls to eradicate the disease? The Minister should have ensured chat the
Government provided more money to prop up the programs needed by many farmers in
difficulty in this Stare. The small amount of money allocated for pesticides and weed control
is also of great concern. The State will pay in due course for the substantial reduction in the
allocation to agriculture this year. The Minister has failed agriculture in a significant way.
When he was Minister for Aboriginal Affairs he was moved sideways because the Aboriginal
people had no confidence in him.

Mr Can:. That is a ridiculous thing to say and it is not true at all.

Mr BLAIKIE: I made that comment 18 months ago, and I predict that a similar situation will
occur with the Minister and the Agriculture portfolio. The Government should go back to
the Budget, in the light of that crisis, and ask why agriculture has not received a far greater
slice of the cake.

I refer now to the Aboriginal Legal Service and the problems I see confronting this State
because of the State Government's prevarication and its failure to take the necessary and
appropriate steps in respect of Aboriginal heritage. A future Liberal-National Government
would review the funding levels and the criteria of the Aboriginal Legal Service. I do not
believe the current funding levels are appropriate to enable Aboriginal and other people to
fund challenges in the High Court and in any other courts in the land. I would be interested
to hear Government members say whether they accept my view. It is interesting that no
Government member has criticised my comments or even commented on them, because they
know I am right.

Mr Taylor: Because no-one was listening to you.

Mr BLAJKTE: If the Deputy Premier wants to say the funding of the programs of the
Aboriginal Legal Service is adequate, let him say so.

Mr Taylor: Do not put words in my mouth. I said that perhaps no-one was listening, or it
may be more the case that no-one was taking you seriously.
Mr BLAIKIE: Members opposite will soon take the matter seriously because it is causing a
huge amount of trouble for all Western Australians. A Liberal -National Governiment would
ensure a review of the funding levels and the method and purpose of funding of the
Aboriginal Legal Service.

Dr Alexander Cut!

Mr BLAIKIE: No; reviewed.
The Aboriginal Legal Service was established by the Federal Government to provide legal
counsel for Aboriginal people. Prior to its introduction, that service was provided by a
number of people in the legal profession on a voluntary basis; Peter Dowding and Fred
Chaney were two of those people. The Aboriginal Legal Service has done a good job in the
past, and I believe that is accepted by the majority of Western Australians, but it should be
reviewed.

The Government must take a positive direction in relation to Aboriginal heritage. The
Government is not providing direction and leadership, nor is it making decisions about
Aboriginal heritage. Recently the Government announced the East Perth project, but the
Governmnent has made no decision in respect of any Aboriginal sacred sites, nor has the area
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been evaluated for the existence of those sires. The Governiment's lack of decision will result
in confrontation and argument about that matter in East Perth.
I refer now to a document called the "Dunsborough Structure Plan'. It has taken two or three
years for the Government to approve this plan, which covers the area of the Duntsborough
townsite, up to and including the Meelup Reserve, and I think most members would know
where that is. The plan sets out the proposals for the future development of the Dunsborough
area, which will become a very rapidly growing area of Western Australia. The document
says -

There are two identified Aboriginal sites within Dunsborough that are required to be
protected from development. However, due to Dunsborough's popularity with early
Aborigines it is likely that there are undiscovered sites within the immediate vicinity.
It is possible that Aboriginal sites may be discovered and found to be of
significance, as Danshorough is increasingly developed.

Were a Liberal-National Goverreent in office, it would have surveyed the area and brought
in the members of the Aboriginal cultural materials committee to have discussions with the
Aboriginal people so that when this plan was introduced the question of whether there were
Aboriginal heritage sites would have been resolved.
Mr Bradshaw: The statement made in this document is a disgrace, and it will encourage
people to go there and look for Aboriginal heritage sites.
Mr BLAJJKE: Yes. This document was endorsed by Cabinet, and I repeat that it says -

It is possible that Aboriginal sites may be discovered and found to be of
significance, as Dunshoro ugh is increasingly developed.

No direction has been given by the Government, nor has any decision been made. I have
never seen a Wagyl. but one can well imagine that that statement will encourage the Wagyl
to buy a ticket and head for Dunsborough! Governments must at times make difficult
decisions, but chat is better than their making no decision. I condemn the Government for its
indecision because I believe it will cause major conflict within that area. I believe that the
Aboriginal sites must be evaluated.
Mr P.J. Smith: The first thing you must do is establish where they am.
Mr BLALKE: That is precisely what I believe to be the role of Government: To identify the
sites and have discussions with Aboriginal people. If that is not done and proposed
development is announced, we will find that every time someone wants to turn over a
shovelful of dint people will say that it is a sacred site, and that it is necessary to have
consultation or to apply to the court for an injunction to stop that work. That should never
occur, and I say to the Minister assisting the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs that the
Government has not accepted its responsibility.
Mr P.J. Smith: I understand that the Nyoongah people are trying to do something about
finding their sacred sites, but they are now so many generations down the crack that they do
nor know where most of those sites are.
Mr BLAIKJE: Were we in Government, we would be working with the Aboriginal people
from the museum or from the university, who are expert in chat area, to identify the sites; but
at the end of the day it is the Government which will determine whether a shte is to be
proclaimed. I take on board what the member for Bunbury said, but that still does not deny
the fact that the Government, in its release to the community of the Dunsborougb structure
plan, has not resolved a fundamental and integral question in respect of sacred sites. I am
sure the member for Bunbury would agree with me that the very question of Aboriginal
heritage which has not been resolved could well be the Achilles heel of the whole
Dunsborough structure plan. Government is all about making decisions, and if Governments
do not make decisions, controversy will reign. I hope that will not happen in this area.
Another area of great concern was raised with mne by a member of the South Australian
Parliament, who sought my assistance on behalf of a constituent's family, the Webb family
of Cobdogla in South Australia. That family has been subjected to anguish and emotional
torment of a kind that I hope no other family will ever have to experience.
It concerns their son, Anthony Craig Webb, who was living in Western Australia at the time.
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On 22 May 1990 he was killed as a result of a traffic accident at Scarborough. The family
lived in South Australia,m~ear Benri and they were advised in the evening of their son's
death. They then made the necessary funeral arrangements. One can understand the distress
the family suffered at that time.

One of the matters the family discussed was whether to have the body buried or cremated.
The family had a personal objection to cremation, and they sought a burial service, The
events which subsequently unfolded increased the distress and personal emotion and anguish
of the family and as a consequence they have come to Western Australia. I met Darryl and
Janet Webb, and I carried out some investigations on their behalf. Last evening I spoke to
them again and asked that the matter be raised in the Parliament so that an understanding of
their concerns could be gained in the hope that no other family would have to suffer what
they have suffered.

The whole tragedy of the Webb family is that the body was sent home for burial; the body
arrived the day before the funeral was to take place, a Saturday, and at the last moment the
family decided to view the body. It was then that the undertaker found that the body which
had been sent to South Australia was that of a 71 year old man and not that of their 22 year
old son. Frantic arrangements were made to see if the correct body could be retrieved, and it
was found that their son's body had been cremated. There had to be a transfer of the
remains. Members can understand how distressing this was for the family. Even more
distressing, the burial was arranged in their home town, and when the ashes of their son were
at the church the Minister was obliged to explain to the congregation chat there had been a
mix up of bodies.

That is the background of this concern. My colleagues from the Parliament of South
Australia have contacted me. I have endeavoured to ascertain the sequence of events
following Anthony's death. After the accident his body was transferred to the mortuary at
Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital. I have ascertained to my satisfaction, or beyond any
reasonable doubt, that the mortuary at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital acted with due
efficiency and propriety. When a body is taken to the mortuary it is identified, labelled and
named. Before the body can leave the mortuary it requires specific authorisation which must
come from two people - one being an officer of the mortuary and the other a police officer -
in attendance so that there is a double identification. What happened between the mortuary
and the crematorium I do not know. As far as I could ascertain, it was after the body was
taken from the mortuary that the mix up occurred, because the two bodies went to the one
funeral director. I am not aware of what happened at the crematorium, apart from the
knowledge we now have that the wrong body was cremated.

I make this appeal to the Parliament, because all members need to understand what
happened. We must work cowards ensuring that it never happens again. It is not sufficient to
say that a mistake was made and offer apologies. These sorts of mistakes cannot be allowed;
there needs to be a far greater tightening up of the regulations relating to these matters and a
far higher level of responsibility. I shall be raising this matter with the appropriate Ministers
and members to see whether we can work towards a common goal in order to ensure that this
sort of thing does not happen again.

One need look only at the circumstances in hospitals at present to remember some of those
old hospital stories. One went in for appendicitis and some other part of one's anatomy was
cut out. We see the labelling going on in hospitals, particularly with babies, and understand
that that has resulted in an increased level of secunity.

On behalf of Darryl and Janet Webb and their family I ask that all members of Parliament
work cowards ensuring that the tragedy and grief which affected that family in a very
substantial way never occurs again. We should try to understand how the error occurred.
We should work towards tightening up whatever regulations need to be tightened up to
resolve that matter. I raise this matter in recognition of the Webb family because it causes
me great concern, and it should also cause a great deal of concern within the Parliament.

For some time I have held the view that we need to be far more conscious of our
environmental endeavours. More importantly, we need to be far more professional in our
understanding of the environment. This was brought home to me in a substantial way during
a visit to the Eastern States with a group of my colleagues last year. I found for the first time
chat some of the municipalities in the Eastern States employ environmental planners as part
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of the staff attached to the shire clerk. I made a passing reference to that some time ago, but
in this budgetary debate, while we are concerned about the financial position of the State, we
also need to have a wider regard for the proper management of the natural environment of
the State so that we can allow development to occur while at the same timre ensuring that we
do not impinge unduly on our environment. It is my firm view that a concerted effort by
Government is necessary to ensure local government becomes far more involved than it is at
present and is encouraged to develop environmental policies for those areas, and that it has
the appropriate staff.
Within my electorate, projects at Port Geographe and Eagle Cliff near Prevelly Park are
under review as well as the Dunsborough structure plan. It is expected that the population in
this region will treble over the next 10 to 15 years, so it is important that satisfactory
management regimes are in place. While we can build roads to a decent standard because we
have good engineers and town planning criteria, an integral part of that process should be
environmental planning. Mr Deputy Speaker, you would realise that town planning is
important and that the planners should be listened to on occasions. Environmental planners
could be employed by the shires, or such individuals could be available within a region to
assist the shires. The projects within my electorate amount to hundreds of millions of dollars
in expenditure, and the difficulty in which people in decision making positions find
themselves is that they may make decisions without the full knowledge of the consequences
of those decisions. I have not found anybody who wants to do the wrong thing by his
community. These people should have the knowledge with which to make a decision
because environmental planning is, and should be, an important part of local governent
planning.
I was down at Collie two or three weeks ago and an excellent presentation on power
generation was given by the Collie community. However, the preparation could have been
enhanced if the community had an environmental planner to give a further dimension. The
people who gave the presentation were of quite significant capacity.
Dr Turnbull: I assure the member that the environmental planners were involved and were
considered by both companies. The environmental protection conmmittees of both companies
were. involved.
Mr BLAJKLE: I take on board the member's comments. However, a further dimension
would have been added if an environmental planner had been present to give an overview
because it would have added a degree of credibility to the presentation. The member for
Collie may appreciate that if one goes to a health conference and a naturopath gives a report,
one is not so willing to accept the report; one prefers to have a doctor present the report.
Dr Turnbull: The general manager of Western Collieries, Mr David Crawford, is an expert
on environmental matters.
Mr BLAIKIE: I understand that; I am trying to help the member. I suggest that an
additional dimension would have been added to that presentation had there been an input
from an environmental planner. I see the function of local government environmental
planners as one of providing professional advice to the shire on technical matters and
environmental implications. 'These professionals work closely with the town planning staff
to develop an overall plan for land use in a shire area. The environmental planners are well
suited to develop guidelines and strategies for planning within local government on
environmental matters that are within the policy of the respective shire council. The council
would decide its direction and employ a person to provide advice in that direction. The
person would give effect to shire policy and advise on community -development and
Government groups affected by the proposals.
These planners could work with professional and non-professional groups to form a register
of flora and fauna within an area, and could work with community environmental groups to
provide a link between the shire and the community. Currently, it is an "us and them"
situation and these barriers need to be broken down. The environmental planners could also
liaise with the relevant State bodies so that they are made aware of the local councils'
environmental policies. Most importantly, these people could liaise with the primary and
secondary schools so that environmental programs could be developed on a local level. In
that way the environmental policy of a shire council would be created by the comnmunity
rather than being imposed on the community by, for example, the Environmental Protection
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Authority. I see this as a positive proposal for a direction in which we need to move in the
future.
A matter has risen concerning the portfolio of Premier and Cabinet which is a matter of
gross benefit to Government members and of gross unfairness to Opposition members. I was
aware some months ago that the Government had provided secretarial services to the
Government Whip. If services are to be provided, that is fair enough; however, it has always
been a practice in the Parliament that whatever level of service is provided to the
Government, through the provision of officers in the Parliament, the same level of service is
provided to the Opposition. It has been a situation of a quid pro quo. I wrote to the Premier
on 18 June as follows -

Following my conversation with you I now formally request provision of secretarial
services to be extended to me as Opposition Whip in the Legislative Assembly on a
similar basis to that available for some time to the Government Whip.

Although the situation has been a quid pro quo, the Government has all the quids but not the
pro quo! Alter some four months the Premier eventually wrote back to me. The letter, dated
28 October 1990, read as follows -

[ refer to your request for secretarial support for the Opposition Whip.
No provision has been made in the Budget for the creation of an additional FIT for
this purpose and I am unable to accede to your request, particularly at a time when
financial constraints are being imposed throughout the public sector.

I will, however, undertake to give this matter further consideration at a more
appropriate time.

A copy of this letter was also sent to Jackie Watkins, and I do not know why the Premier did
that. The Government must treat both sides of the House fairly. The secretarial assistance is
provided by the Ministry of Premier and Cabinet and this should be equally available to both
sides. I would have no objection if the Government decided to abolish the position, but the
current situation is unfair in that it makes fish of one and fowl of the other; the Government
provides services for its own people but has no regard for Opposition members. I will raise
this matter during the Committee stage as some questions must be asked: For how long has
this been going on? What is the level of funding? Why is it that a person has been employed
on a ful time basis to assist the Government Whip? That is not necessary; however, if that
position is available, it should be available to both sides.
Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

WADC LIQUIDATION BILL

Council's Amendments

Amendments made by the Council now considered.
Committee

The Chairman of Committees (Dr Alexander) in the Chair; Mr Taylor (Minister for Finance
and Economic Development) in charge of the Bill.
The amendments made by the Council were as follows -

No I

Clause 4, page 2, lines 26 and 27 - To delete this subclause.
No 2

Clause 5, page 3, line 12 - To delete this subclause.
No3

Clause 9, page 5, after line 18 - To insert the following -

(c) to inquire into the affairs of WADC from the date of its
incorporation until the commencement date and to report to the
Minister thereon;
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No 4

Clause 9, page 5, after line 26 - To insert die following -

(3) Without limiting the generality of subsection (1 )(c):

(a) the matters which the Liquidator shall inquire into and
report upon shall include whether any director, officer or* any
otheir person who has taken part in the management of WAUC
has, in relation to WALE, breached any law of the
Commonwealth or of Western Australia, been guilty of any
neglect, default, breach of duty, breach of trust or has
otherwise engaged in conduct detrimental to the interests of
WADC;

(b) the Liquidator shall report to the Minister in writing as
often as it sees fit but in any event, shall, present its firt report
to the Minister in writing within three months of the
commencement date and the Minister shall in respect of each
such report cause copies of the said report to be laid before
both Houses of Parliament within 21 days of receiving the
same,

N4O5

Clause 10, page 6, line 2 - To insert after "9" the following -

other than the function referred to in subsection 9(1 )(c),

No 6
Clause 12, page 7, line 20 - To insert after "functions" the following -

,other than the function referred to in subsection 9(1)(c),
No 7

Clause 23, page 13, lines 12 and 13 - To delete the words commencing
"deleting the" and ending "substituting" and substitute the word -

adding

NoS8

Clause 25, page 14, line 14 - To insert after the word "Act" the words -

and the Western Auseralian Development Corporation Act
Mr TAYLOR: [ move -

That the amendments made by the Council be not agreed to.

I have already indicated to ibis Chamber that it is not the Government's intention to accept
the changes put forward by the Legislative Council. I rake this opportunity to briefly
mention some of the points made by Parliamentary Counsel in relation to the changes to the
Bill as a result of the amendments made in the Legislative Council. The information I have
ireads as follows -

The changes made in the Legislative Council have resulted in some discrepancies in
this Bill.
As amended the Bill would noAt repeal the Western Australian Development
Corporation Act 1983. However, the Council did not make other amendmtents that
are needed to give effect to this change.

If the Bill is passed in this form die resulting Act would, as a matter of drafting, be
short of dhe standards we seek to maintain in the State's statute book.
The long title would still read "An Act to repeal the Western Australian Development
Corporation Act 1983 and thereby to abolish the Western Australian Development
Corporation .. .". This would be incorrect.
There would be references to "the repealed Act" in clause 10(3) and Schedule 1 and
this would be defined as meaning an Act that has not in fact been repealed. This
would be odd to say the least.

05 28 1-9
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Under the amended Bill, the Board of the WADC would not be discontinued,
although it would have no functions, assets or staff. Despite this it would have to
report under the Financial Administration and Audit Act (see clause 23 as amended).

The Liquidator would be required under clause 9(1 )(c) to pay surplus funds into CR.F
even though the Corporation would still be in existence.
Clause 25(3) has not been amended to cover deletion of the WADC from Schedule I
to the Financial Administration and Audit Act.
Schedule 1, clauses 3 and 10, refer to "the repeal effected by section 4(1)" which
would now be incorrect. In fact both of those clauses would be meaningless.
Although the WADC would theoretically continue, its shares would be cancelled and
it would cease to exist for the purposes of any agreement or instrument (Schedule I
clauses 5 and 6).
In Schedule 1, clause 8(2) would refer to section 4(t) which would not exist. Indeed
the whole of clause 8 in the Schedule would be inconsistent with the fact that the
WADC would, in accordance with the amended Bill, be required to keep reporting
under the Financial Administration and Audit Act during the liquidation, despite
having nothing to report on.

Quite frankly, the amendments do not make any sense. The reason for this legislation was to
give the Parliament the responsibility of ensuring that there was a great degree of
accountability in relation to the liquidation process. As the Governiment will not accept these
amendments the Bill will fail to pass both Houses of Parliament and the Governent will be
unable to go through the process provided by the legislation of effectively liquidating the
Western Australian Development Corporation. I have appointed Government officers to the
board and they have the job - I am assisting them - of bringing the matter to a conclusion.
That is what the Government proposes to do.
Mr COURT: The Minister for Finance and Economic Development made the point the
Opposition has been making all along in regard to this legislation; that is, the Western
Australian Development Corporation can be liquidated without this Bill. The Minister said
that the Government would continue with the liquidation of WADC under the powers it
already has. Members will recall that the Opposition said during the debate on that
legislation that it approved of the changes to the legislation which would enable the WADC
to be liquidated. The concern of the Opposition about this liquidation was that the
Government intended to pull everything out of WADC and put it into a new body. What
Opposition members in the Legislative Council and the Legislative Assembly have been
saying to the Government is that the Government already has the power to wind up WADC
and that they do not like the idea of pulling everything out of that body, putting it into a
separate body and then getting rid of WADC. In the process of liquidating WADC there are
many things the Opposition wants to know, and it still has the opportunity, through this
Parliament, to question the activities of WADC as it proceeds through the liquidation
process. I reinforce the fact that this legislation was not necessary. The Opposition has
always supported the liquidation of WADC and it wants it to be done in an orderly way and
the powers to do that are already available to the Government. I do not know what game the
Government was playing in the first place or what was the Government's reason for bringing
in this legislation except that it would take away the Oppositions's ability to question what
was taking place in WAUC.
Has the Underwater World development at Senrosa Island in Singapore been taken into
Treasury or is it in the process of being taken into Treasury?

Mr Taylor: A group of people operating as the liquiidators of WADC have taken that on
board. As a matter of interest [ stopped at Singapore on my way home from Tokyo and
Korea to look at the development. It will be completed and then it will be sold.
Mr COURT: Will it continue in WADC?

Mr Taylor: Yes.

Mr COURT: I thought it was to come under Treasury.

Mr Taylor: It is my understanding that it will be part of WADC - Treasury officers are
effectively running it.
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Mr COURT; How long 'will it take to complete the development?
Mr Taylor: I understand it will be completed at the end of this year. We will have it up and
running and then we will dispose of it.
Mr COURT: I could argue all day about the development at Senrosa.
Mr Taylor: Given the choice again, the Government should not have gone into the Sentosa
development. But as it is now taking place we should make sure we get the best possible
result.
Mr COURT: [ appreciate the Minister's saying that and, of course, it must be sold in the best
possible way for the State. However, it must irk a lot of tourist operators in this State to
know that the WADC is involved in a tourist development in Singapore at a time when the
industry here could use some help. The Government could liquidate the WADC without
introducing this legislation, so it was unnecessary in the first place.
Question put and passed; the Councils amendments not agreed to.

Report, etc

Resolution reported and the report adopted.
A committee consisting of Mr Taylor (Minister for Finance and Economic Development),
Mr Catania, and Mr Court drew up reasons for not agreeing to the amendments made by the
Council.
Reasons adopted and a message accordingly returned to the Council.

GRIEVANCE - SENIOR CITIZENS
Health Benefits Card Disqualification - Local Government Rates and

Charges Rebate
MR CATANIA (Balcatta) [12.07 pm)' I direct my grievance to the Minister for Local
Government. although it is such an important issue that it could equally be directed to other
Ministers. However, in view of the fact that the Minister for Local Government is in the
process of reviewing the Local Government Act, it is appropriate to direct this matter to him.
I urge the Minister to investigate and consider the possibility of introducing a 25 per cent
rebate of local government rates and charges on the residences of seniors who are
disqualified from holding a health benefits card because they receive superannuation
payments or an independent income. These senior citizens do not receive the 50 per cent
rebate which applies to other pensioners, nor are they able to defer payment of their rates and
charges because they are not considered to be pensioners since they do not hold health
benefits cards. I consider this an unjust situation for seniors in that position. I must
immediately qualify my statement by saying that I do not propose that the rebate be extended
to seniors who receive substantial superannuation payments or substantial incomes from
investments. A ceiling should be set so that this rebate is available to the people who are
most in need.
The Governiment takes pride, and rightly so. in the concessions that have been obtained for
seniors through the introduction of the Seniors' Card; for example, a 50 per cent rebate on
motor drivers' licences, a 25 per cent rebate on annual water, sewerage and drainage charges,
access to travel concessions and concessions for non-certificated TAFE courses, State
Energy Commission rebates, and spectacle subsidies. It has also obtained for seniors a
variety of concessions from private organisations. The Government promised -to deliver
those concessions. However, in keeping with the Government's aim of allowing older
people to look forward to a life of dignity and security, no matter what their individual
economic, social, cultural, or medical situation might be, it should seriously consider this
proposal. Such a scheme would be in keeping with the Government's stated aim.
Superannuants and people who have set aside money for their senior years and have worked
hard to obtain this independent position, have gone without certain things in their working
Jives in order to put aside money for their retirement. They are in this position as a result of
these initiatives. They are saving the Government money by not claiming pensions and by
being independent and self-supporting. By not allowing rebates such as these, we are
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penalising those people. The Federal and State Governments have encouraged
superannuation and, in fact, employers must now contribute to superannuation payments for
all employees. Let us encourage people further by giving serious consideration to this
proposal. It would strengthen the resolve of people to enter superannuation funds and to
make contributions themselves instead of relying on their employer's contribution only. It is
an inducement for employees to rake up superannuation when they know that at the end of
the day they will receive some recognition for their sacrifices and efforts through such things
as the Seniors' Card and the rebates that I am proposing we give on local government rates
and charges.
A number of weeks ago I sought the assistance of my local newspaper, the Stirling Times,
and the editor, Margaret Price, to help me in assessing community reaction to such a
proposal. I asked her to put a small article in the paper, which she did. The heading was
"'Lower rates for seniors?". The article mentioned that I was lobbying for these rebates to be
considered for superannuants and people on small incomes who do not qualify for pensioner
or health benefits cards. That article appeared in the Stirling Times on 8 September and
received an overwhelming response. The whole community responded. In fact, the paper
received a record number of letters, and a number of letters and telephone calls were received
at my office.
The article was not designed to canvas matters specifically but to evoke comnmunity
comment. One of the letters I received sums up the whole idea of this proposal and came
from a Mir Nelson. It states -

As a veteran of five years' naval service in World War HI and as one of the multitude
of superannuants who are penal ised for their thrift and prudence during their working
lives by being denied any form of Government pension, I write to applaud Mr Nick
Catania for his efforts on behalf of our disadvantaged group of senior citizens.
A 25 per cent rebate on local authority rates would be of tremendous benefit to us, as
contrary to popular belief, we are un wealthy, and in most cases are deprived of
Government pensions as a result of our superannuation income placing us marginally
outside the Means Test restriction for either a Veterans' or Aged pension.

That was the line of most letters to the Stirling Times and my office. The people felt they
were being penal ised. Itris obvious from these letters that local government rates and charges
are a substantial and significant payment that these people have to make each year. They
cause a lot of emotional and financial stress. Some of these people ask local government
whether they can pay by instalments, so it is a significant proposal that I amn asking the
Minister to consider.
I am pleased that my local authority, the City of Stirling, is studying the possibility of such
rebates. I thank my local ward councillor, Adam Spagnolo, who is taking up the cause. I
hope his doing that will make the Minister's job much easier when dealing with local
councils. The City of Stirling is taking up this positive suggestion and will contact other
local authorities to ensure that they are aware of the proposal. They may come together with
the City of Stirling to ensure that this proposal is considered seriousiy, I hope in the near
future.
In closing I once again urge the Minister to examine this proposal in view of the fact that the
Local Government Act is being reviewed and he is making contact with local government
around the State to examine and formulate a financial arrangement, if possible and as quickly
as possible, so that local government authorities will be able to include this 25 per cent rebate
in the Seniors' Card along with other concessions that this State Government has promised
and delivered. I urge him to take immediate action. I know this may take a while because
the financial implications of such a proposal must be considered, but I urge the Minister to
take on board my suggestion. A vital consideration is that many seniors who are just over
the pension limit can be considered unfortunate not to be included in the bunch of pensioners
who take advantage of a number of concessions.
MR (;ORDON HILL (Helena - Minister for Local Government) [12.15 pm]: I thank the
member for Balcatta for raising this matter. As he indicated, it is an important issue that
needs to be addressed thoroughly by local government generally in Western Australia. [ am
aware that the payment of rates by senior citizens is perhaps the biggest payment they are
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required to make each year. Not all, but most of them, have finished paying for their houses
and have made many of the other major payments required to be made throughout the course
of one's life. As the years go by races continue to increase. It is true that under the current
provisions of the Local Government Act and the Pensioners (Rates Rebates and Deferments)
Act there are provisions for certain rebates to pensioners, such as a discount for early
payment of rates, although this applies not only to senior citizens and superannuants, but also
to other ratepayers.
Some local governments provide lower rates for urban farmland and for the writing off of
unpaid rates in certain circumstances where they believe hardship is involved. However,
rates may be written off only with the approval of the Minister. I am requested almost daily
by local authorities around the State to approve the writing off of rates that various local
government bodies are unable or unwilling to collect. This goes right down, for example, to
a recent application I had to approve a request from a local government authority in the great
southern district to write off the sum of $2.16.
It is true that such decisions can, and in many circumstances do. apply. They are available
and are applied at the discretion of local government in Western Australia. Local
government does apply those sorts of concessions, which are not targeted at the sorts of
groups mentioned by the member for Balcana. Rebates or concessions are not applied
evenly in all cases, or across the board to all ratepayers, but the provision already exists in
the Local Government Act. The Pensioners (Rates Rebates and Deferments) Act contains
provision for an eligible person to claim a 50 per cent rebate on his or her rates or to elect to
defer payment of those rates until death or sale of the ratepayer 's home. That provision is in
fact taken up by many pensioners, but pensioners must have a health benefits card or a rates
concession card in order to qualify for that concession. Again, that does not necessarily
apply to the group to which the member for Balcatta referred. The cost to the State of
extending further rate concessions under those provisions would be prohibitive, but that is
not to say that concessions could not be applied in other areas.
I am pleased to advise the member for Balcatta that it is my intention to amend the Local
Government Act to give local governments greater authority and power to offer concessions
to ratepayers in Western Australia.
Mr Omodei: What about rural ratepayers?
Mr GORDON HILL: To all ratepayers. Local governments will have the opportunity to
provide concessions in the manner suggested by the member for Balcatta, and in other
circumstances.
Mr Clarko: Are you saying it would be too much for the State Government to give, say, a
25 per cent concession to seniors?
Mr GORDON HILL: I am not saying that. I have not said that at all.
Mr Clarko: I am asking you a question.
Mr GORDON HILL: I am not saying that at all. I have got five minutes left, and I want to
conclude my speech. The member for Marinion can raise a grievance at another time if he
wishes.
It is proposed to make available to councils a discretionary power to grant concessions. They
will be given greater power to grant rebates or even total exemptions in cases where such
rebates or exemptions will be of benefit to the community. I intend to pursue the proposed
amendments to the Local Government Act because I know that local governments generally
..around the State will support the Government's intention to give them greater power a .nd
authority in this respect. I will ensure that local governments are given that authority and
that they are able to assist aged persons and those who are suffering financial hardship,
particularly those superannuants who are on the border line, as the member for Balcatta said,
and that they provide some form of means testing to ensure that those who are most in need
are given the rebates or concessions, and that an incentive is provided to people to enter into
superannuation schemes, because at the moment that incentive does not exist.
It is pleasing that the member's campaign on this issue is achieving results. The member
referred to the sympathetic hearing he has received from other local governments.
particularly the City of Stirling. I commend Councillors Adam Spagnolo and Tony
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Vallelonga for dheir desire to try to achieve what the member for Balcanta has set out to
achieve.
I refer to an article in the Stirling Times of 23 October, which said -

Stirling City Council will be asked to consider a rates concession for its senior
citizens.
Cr Adam Spagnolo wants the council to look at introducing a seniors' card, similar to
other instruments, entitling holders to a discount ...

However, Cr Spagnolo wants council to consider a rebate for seniors not entitled to
health benefit cards because they have incomes above a certain level, due to
superannuation or other private means.
He said the council should prepare a report outlining the financial impact of such a
move and refer die matter to the WA Municipal Association for support, investigation
and comment.

It is my intention to support Councillor Spagnolo and the City of Stirling on this issue and to
raise with the Western Australian Municipal Association the proposed amendments to the
Local Government Act. I will pursue the matter not only with the WAMA, which is the peak
organisation for local government in the State, but also individually with local governments.
I believe this is one area that can be addressed by local governments, although [ am sure they
will argue that they are finding it difficult to gain access to different revenue sources. Local
governments could well provide concessions if they were to streamline their activities and if
they recognised that generally speaking the Commonwealth Grants Commission has made
substantial increases in the allocation to local government in Western Australia.
I am pleased to acknowledge the caring attitude that the member for Balcatta has displayed
in raising this matter both in the Parliament and in his community, and [ wish him well in his
campaign.
Mr Lewis: It is a campaign?
Mr GORDON HILL: I am not talking about a political campaign. It is obvious that it is a

Campig because the member is. working very effectively on this issue and has gained the
suport of the City of Stirling, and will pursue the matter further. The member for Balcatta
has demonstrated in this House and in the community that he is a caring and concerned
person.
Mr Catania: That is typical behaviour - you are trivialising important issues.
Mr GORDON HILL: That is right. The member does trivialise such important issues, and
the member for Balcatta should be commended for his action on this issue.

GRIEVANCE - RURAL TASK FORCE
IMR HOUSE (Stirling) 112.25 pm]: I wish to raise with the Minister for Agriculture a
number of issues which have been raised in this House on previous occasions. I know that
some of these issues have been raised with the Minister during the last couple of weeks at
rural meetings that he has attended around Western Australia.
I wish to refer first to the rural task force which was initiated by the Minister. In the first
instance I was not in support of the rural task force, and I still do not believe it was necessary
to establish that task force. However, that is what we have, and [ am quite prepared to accept
that, if this is the way the Minister wants to operate in addressing these issues, then it is the
way we will have to go, and whether I support the rural task force will not make much
difference.
I believe the Minister has not pushed the task force quickly enough to achieve some more
positive results; and I will refer to two announcements a little later. The task force has met
twice since it was initiated: Once on 12 October, when it was established; and once on
19 October, which was its most recent meeting. Ilam sure members will know that that
information differs from the answer the Minister gave me in the House last night, but I
understand that is not possible to carry dates around in one's head all the time. I believe the
task force should have met more frequently, and that the agenda items that have been
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discussed by the task force should be made public so that we will all be aware and can be
made aware of what is the agenda for the task force.
The two announcements made by the Government in response to matters considered by the
task force were, firstly, the deferral of the proposed 10 a tonne per kilometre road tax that
was to have been imposed later this year.
Mrs Beggs: On 1 October.
Mr HOUSE: I want to make it verny clear that that is not something the Government has
given to rural people. It is an additional tax which was to be imposed on rural people but has
now been deferred until June next year. While we are all very grateful for small mercies, the
fact of life is that it is not any great initiative for the Government to remove a tax that should
never have been imposed in the first place.
Mrs Beggs: It was high on the list of priorities of the Western Australian Farmers Federation
and the Pastoralists and Graziers Association for the rural task force to address.
Mr HOUSE: It may well have been, but it should never have been imposed in the first place
and the Government has merely deferred it. It is not a great initiative.
Mrs Beggs: You should ask the Country Shire Councils Association of WA.
Mr HOUSE: I have already asked it. Would the Minister like to repeat what she said to me
in the corridor the other day?
Mrs Beggs: Members of the association wanted to be sure they had money to deal with the
damage that had been done on roads because of the transfer from rail to road.
Mr HOUSE: Did the association officially inform the Minister that it wanted a 1W per
kilometre tax imposed?
Mrs Beggs: Certainly not.
Mr HOUSE: Of course not. The Government said it would release the conditions relevant to
stamp duty on mortgage transfers. As I understand the situation, stamp duty will be
refundable on mortgaged farmland only. A eml should be introduced to change the
legislation to enable stamp duty refunds on mortgaged farmland to become automatic, rather
than requiring farmers to apply for them. I say that for two reasons: Firstly, doubt exists
whether one may receive the refund when transferring a mortgage. Secondly, many farmers
own assets other than fannland, such as tractors or headers, which are mortgaged. I know of
some instances where banks have forced farmers to mortgage their parents' retirement home.
In fact that occurred in a small country town. Under the conditions announced by the
Governent, in that situation stamp duty applicable to the transfer of the mortgage could not
be refunded. The issue needs to be developed beyond that of a refund situation - the
legislation should be changed.
I am concerned about the reaction between the State Government and the Federal
Government on agricultural matters. A long term plan must be initiated to involve the
Federal and State Ministers of agriculture and the industry bodies in discussions in order that
the problems are not addressed on an ad hoc basis. I refer to the Australian Meat and
Livestock Corporation, for example, which is administered by the Federal Government and
into which the State Government does not have a great deal of input. Although Western
Australia exported half the live sheep from Australia last year it is not represented on that
body. I have raised that issue with the Minister previously and, in fairness, he said that be
agrees with my position. However, liaison is needed on an ongoing basis in order to be able
to continue to address the problems and to overcome some of them before they become
larger than they are now.
The export of mutton and live sheep is probably the most important issue facing wool
producers at present. Two ways to reduce the wool clip next year are to either slaughter the
sheep and export die mutton carcasses, or ship the sheep live so that they will not be here for
shearing next year. Neither of those alternatives has been addressed positively. Information
was given to me recently by a Mr Douglas Simmns, a retired farmer. During a trip to Europe
he stumbled across an opportunity that would have enabled Australia to export 20 000 tonnes
per annumn of bone-in or bone-out mutton and 2 000 tonnes per month of lamb carcasses. He
approached the authorities in Western Australia and representatives from the Meat
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Marketing Corporation told him that the amount of money required to supply that order was
too high. He also received offhand reactions from some of' the other suppliers who indicated
they were not interested in the proposal.
Farmers in this State are shooting sheep and pushing them into pits - we have all seen that on
television in the last few weeks - yet nothing has been done to take advantage of a market
that has been identified. I urge the Minister, once again, to quickly assign a group of people
from his office and from the industry to study meat marketing and to address the problem of
exporting sheep carcasses and live sheep. That would be a positive way of reducing sheep
numbers and consequently the wool clip. It worries me considerably that, although those
markets have been identified, the authorities have done nothing about them.

Finally, the day is gone in Australia when we can sit back and expect the world to come to us
to buy our products. We need to go into the marketplace and sell them. The Minister has the
resources to do that and he must initiate programs quickly.

MR BRIDGE (Kimberley - Minister for Agriculture) [12.37 pm]: The matters raised by
the deputy leader of the National Party are central to the many issues that the Government is
addressing in order to find solutions to the situation. The Government faces great difficulties
in finding solutions and a combined approach offers the best avenue. I have noted some of
the comments made in this grievance today. They are important, and I agree with the deputy
leader of the National Party that they must be considered. Resources must be combined if
effective action is to be taken.

As far back as June this year, packages designed to assist the industry as it approached this
major downturn were developed by the Department of Agriculture. However, despite the
good intentions and the will involved in that arrangement, the package has been deficient and
the Government has not been able to achieve what it intended to achieve; that is, to look at
the downturn in the wool industry and, more recently, the downturn in the wheat industry.
The Government has certainly endeavoured to deal with the mutton trade. Despite all those
major attempts, including consultation with industry groups, it has had great difficulty in
finding a solution to the problems in the mutton industry. As recently as today, a document
was presented to me by the Farmers Federation. Has the deputy leader of the National Party
seen it?

Mr House: No.

Mr BRIDGE: It is headed "3D3 Analysis of the Mutton Inidustry' and illustrates the wide
ranging attempts made by all sectors of the community to find a solution to this problem.
The document spells out many proposals similar to those suggested by the Government.
Countries have been identified as potential areas where trade could be established. However,
when Goverrment representatives have begunt serious discussions - discussions have taken
place in recent times with representatives from countries like Angola, Korea and a couple of
other countries - we have rn into difficulties concerning costs and processing and other
problems whtich must finially be overcome. Even the fashionable approach of making mutton
available as an aid package would be one way, but when it comes to deciding how to develop
and fund this program, difficulties emerge.

What the deputy leader of the National Party said is true; there needs to be that greater
capacity to establish structures between ourselves and the Commonwealth Government. To
that end I have already raised this issue with the Commonwealth Minister, Mr Kernn, on
several occasions with a view to getting him to agree to such a meeting embracing each of
the State Ministers for Agriculture and himself. If that type of meeting is not possible, at
least he and I should come together. I have suggested he should come here. It would be
preferable if he came to Western Australia and heard the views of the industry here.

Mr Omodei: That is a welcome move, because you did not do that with the Canadian pork
dispute, even when requested by the Parliament.

Mr BRIDGE: We tried; we made the representations.

Mr Omodei: If Mohammed does not come to the mountain, we must go there.

Mr BRIDGE: That is true. However, I shall continue to pursue that worthy issue.

It is important to explain the importance which I have attached to this task force. I can
understand members like the deputy leader of the National Party feeling it is not important
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for him to support it. I think it is very important to support it. He should not feel that any
lack of support from himself is insignificant; that is wrong.

Mr House: What I said was that, although I did not agree with it in the first instance, I
acknowledge the fact that you set it up as the Minister, and I am prepared to work through
the task force.

Mr BRIDGE: It is important to do that. This is an important core of people representing all
sectors of the rural scene in a broad sense, not just agriculture. Local government is
represented. 'The task force is looking at social problems and other matters associated with
the rural scene generally. Its members are all members of the rural community and they are
charged under their termns of reference to report to Government as firequently as they want.
We have not set any time frame. I have not told the task force what the frequency of its
meetings should be; that decision is in the hands of the cask force. I would be happy, if the
task force wanted to, for it to meet day. The facilities aire in place for that to happen, and
the task force has been told clearly by me that that decision is in its own hands.

Mr House: Do the members do. that by telephone?

Mr BRIDGE: Yes, they have been doing that. That process has happened, because we have
an officer handling the administrative arrangements as a chairperson, and the other members
can ring in and liaise directly.

Mr Omodei: That has to be driven by you as the Minister. You cannot expect them to make
the decisions without your lead; you need to drive them. That is important.

Mr BRIDGE: I have told them that they can meet daily. How much better can one drive
them than that? Without interfering with the task force's capacity to make objective
decisions, I am encouraging them. Whenever I am away I try to link up a telephone
conference system so that I can speak to them. It is important to recognise the role of the
task force, and that is to report as often as possible during this period of time. I have also
asked the task force to come up with a strategy which will enable us to look at the long term
requirements of the industry. It is important to have the task force do that.

It is now becoming evident, through the capacity which the rural sector has of a direct input
to Cabinet through this task force and me, that this exercise will prove to have been highly
beneficial. It can be argued that a couple of the initiatives referred to by the deputy leader of
the National Party are not all that significant in the sense that the problems should not have
been there in the first instance.

Mr House: The transfer of mortgages is a very good initiative; it just needs tidying up.

Mr BRIDGE: I am happy to talk to the appropriate Minister about that approach. What
needs to be understood is that the task force will determine the priorities and make that list
available to me. I have no doubt that the task force will come up with countless other
suggestions during the course of its deliberations. I hope that we will be able to respond
positively. The State Government will discharge its responsibilities and obligations to the
maximum. As a State Government we want to look at assisting this situation to the best of
our ability. We must understand that there are Commonwealth areas of responsibility which
are very significant and which must be pursued. We may be able to address other factors
within the industry as well. As I have always said, we are looking not necessarily to
removing the downturn in the rural sector but to minimising the pain and difficulty being
presented to people in the country. I hope the task force can offer that opportunity, and I
hope it will be supported by members of this Parliament.

G RIEVANCE - YANCHEP NATIONAL PARK PROPERTIES

City of Wanneroo Rate Charges

MRS WATKINS (Wanneroo) 112-45 pm]: I take this opportunity to direct my grievance to
the Minister for the Environment. It relates to the Yanchep National Park and to things
happening there which have caused me a great deal of concern.

About three months ago I was approached by some constituents of mine who are proprietors
of businesses in the Yanchep National Park, one being the person who leases the inn, and the
other the person who leases the kiosk. They have been in the Yanchep National Park for a
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number of years, and in normal circumstances have never been charged any rates by the City
of Wanneroo - and quite justifiably.

Suddenly, at the beginniing of this year, they both received rate notices; not only rate notices
for this year, but rate notices backdated for the last two or three years, one of which - that in
respect of the inn - amounted to $6 706.5 1, and the other, in respect of the kiosk, to $1 160. 1
was a little concerned, and I decided to make inquiries to find out whether other people had
been affected in this way. I found that of all the commercial enterprises within the Yanchep
National Park, those were the only two singled out to be rated. Rate notices had not been
sent to the golf club, the museum or any of those other enterprises.

What caused me even more concern was the fact that I learnt that the rangers' houses, which
are owned by the Department of Conservation and Land Management, had been similarly
rated. That is somewhat alarming, because not only had they been similarly rated, but they
had been charged back rates as well. Theme was no indication by the City of Wanrieroo that
this would happen; no letter of explanation; just a rate notice. It was a most appalling
situation.

What is even more appalling is the fact that the City of Wanneroo does not service Yanchep
National Park. If those rates were to be paid, the Department of Conservation and Land
Management would be paying rates for no service, because the services within the Yanchep
National Park are all provided by the Department of Conservation and Land Management.

I contacted the City of Wanneroo rating department and asked how this could be. I asked
why, out of the blue, the department had decided to send rate notices to these people. I said,
"Frankly, you are providing no service for them." The answer I had was, "It is perfectly
legitimate; we can do so. It says so in the Act." 1 thought I had better look at the Act to see
if that was correct. Under section 532 of the Local Government Act I found some difference
of opinion, because the section specifies that land is not rateable property if it is the property
of the Crown. I had assumed that because it was a national park it was Crown land. The
Local Government Act goes on to say that it is not rateable property if it is used for a public
purpose. I had assumed, I think rightly, that Yanchep National Park was public property.
People go there for recreation and therefore I could not understand why those two sections of
the Local Government Act had not been adhered to. I took up the matter with the City of
Wanneroo, but still it insisted that it was perfectly justified in levying the rates.

I queried the fact that those commercial enterprises in Yanchep National Park were being
thus penalised, and found that section 532(5) of the Local Government Act provides that land
is not rateable property while it is vested in a board under the Parks and Reserves Act 1895.
I looked at the leases of both of those commercial enterprises and found that they were
indeed made out with specific recognition of the Parks and Reserves Act 1895, so I am still
at a loss to understand how the City of Wanneroo can be justified in charging rates not only
on those two commercial enterprises but also on the houses in Yanchep National Park. Not
only did the City of Wanneroo charge rates on the houses in the national park, but also it sent
rate notices out for the houses in the settlement. There are eight houses in the national park
and about a dozen in the settlement at Yanchep; and again, none of the services provided
there are paid for by the City of Wanneroo. They are all supplied by the Department of
Conservation and Land Management.

I find it totally abhorrent that a local government authority, because it thinks it is the right
thing to do, and without doing any checking, can suddenly take it upon itself to send out rate
notices to the Department of Conservation and Land Management and those commercial
enterprises and say, "Not only do you owe for this year's rates, chums, but also you will have
to pay rates for the last three years as well."
While looking at Yanchep, National Park I decided to dig a little deeper and find out whether
any other places were thus affected, and I found that for the last six, seven or more years
enterprises in John Forrest National Park have been similarly rated. I just wonder about the
validity of that. It begs the question: If the City of Wanneroo is choosing to rate leased
properties on Crown land, have other local government authorities been charging rates for
Government Employees' Housing Authority housing?

Not only is the City of Wanneroo wrong in this, in my belief, but also it should be taken to
task for the appalling way in which it has gone about this whole matter. It is bad enough for
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those businesses to receive a rare notice for one year, but when they are rated for the last
three or four years as well the situation is quite appalling. I sincerely hope the Minister will
have this matter investigated. In fact, I hope he will rake it a step further and find out
whether other local government authorities which have been charging rates for GEHA homes
have been justified in doing so. If they rates are not justified, how will we as a Government
be able to recoup those rates that have been charged for the last few years? It is a puzzle to
me and I hope the Minister will be able to give me art answer.
MR PEARCE (Armaidale - Minister for the Environment) (12.53 pm]: I thank the member
for Wanneroo not only for raising this matter in the grievance debate this afternoon but also
for raising it generally, because the member herself has brought this matter to attention. The
facts as she has outlined them are a good summary of the situation.
The City of Wanneroo has no right to charge rates on those properties, and has never charged
them until this year. As the member has indicated, this year it has attempted to levy rates ont
a range of properties at Yanchep, including eight properties owned by the Government
Employees' Housing Authority, and to charge back rates on all of those properties for the
three year period which is allowed for the back charging of rates under the Local
Government Act.
I suspect the reason the City of Wanneroo is strapped for money at the moment is that it is
paying for the first class travel around the world by its councillors and there is a need to raise
revenue to attend to those sorts of matters. The fact is that the City of Wanneroo does not
have the legal right to levy those rates, and that has been established by a legal opinion
sought by the Government after the member for Wanneroo raised the matter publicly.
Payment of some of that money has already been made. When the Department of
Conservation and Land Management received the bill it just paid the sum of $4 815 for
1987-88 and t988-89 without seeking legal advice. Because of changes in administrative
arrangements GEHA became responsible for the houses after that. The rates levied on that
department have not been paid by GEHA, and will not be. Furthermnore, the Department of
Conservation and Land Management has now sought a refund from the City of Wanneroo for
the $4 815 which has been paid.
The simple- fact is that councils do not have the capacity to rate Government properties in this
way, particularly those in national parks, as the member for Wanneroo says. That is quite
appropriate because the services in national parks are not provided by local government but
by the. State Government. In any event, the provision of a national park in a local
government area is something which enhances the public facilities in the area, and instead of
trying to organise a rip-off, as the City of Wanneroo is doing by its actions, it should be
grateful for the amount of money that the Government puts into that area by way of
payments for Yanchep National Park.
Mr Bradshaw: When you have travelled recently, have you travelled first class?
Mr PEARCE: As a Government Minister I have certainly travelled first class, but I do not
do so now.
Mr Bradshaw: So don't criticise ocher people who do the same thing. You are a hypocrite.
Several members inreijected.
Mr PEARCE: I am not levying rates on innocent people to pay for my trips - that is the
difference.
Mr Bradshaw: No, you just ripped off all the other taxpayers.
The ACTING-SPEAKER (Mr Donovan): Order! The-member Cot Wellington "Will come to
order and allow the member for Wanneroo to have her grievance answered.
Mr Bradshaw: He should not be a hypocrite.

Withdrawal of Remark

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Donovan): Order! The Minister should resume his seat. I
asked the member for Wellington to come to order. I ask him now to rise and withdraw, or I
will take the appropriate action.
Mr BRADSH-AW: I withdraw.
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Grievances Resumed
Mr PEARCE: Family loyalty is an admirable quality, and we do not mind the member for
Wellington's blind support of the unfortunate things going on in the City of Wanneroo at
present. However, the Department of Conservation and Land Management will not pay for
them. I would expect a rapid return of that $4 815 from the City of Wanneroc, otherwise the
City of Wanneroo will be having to raise its rates to pay for the legal actions that will ensue.

1 compliment the member for Wanneroa an her efforts in this case on behalf of her
constituents. She has done an excellent job in attending to their needs, and in doing so she
has brought to our attention a situation that should never have been allowed to arise and in
my view certainly will not arise again.

Sitting suspended from 12.58 to 2.00 pm

GRIEVANCE - TAFE

St B rigid's Annexe
MR FRED TUBEBY (Roleystane) [2.01 pm]: I direct my grievance to the Minister assisting
the Minister for Education with TAFE. My concern relates to the St Brigid's Annexe of
TAPE situated in Aberdeen Street. The art and design section of the Perth Technical College
moved into this annexe in 1978 - that is 13 years ago - awaiting the completion of stage 6 of
the Central Metropolitan College of TAPE.
Mr Troy: Nat for 13 years. Stage 6 of the TAPE College was not a concept 13 years ago.

Mr FRED TUBBY: It was a temporary measure. We are awaiting completion of stage 6. I
was assured by the Minister last week that stage 6 will probably be completed during 1993
and available for occupation in 1994.

Mr Tray: That is true.

Mr FRED TUBBY: St Brigid's annexe accommodates 450 students, both full time and part
time, involved in activities such as ceramics, jewellery, mixed media and textiles, print
making, drawing, design, and painting and sculpture. Students come to the annexe from all
over the metropolitan area and those numbers can be divided in regions as follows: South
west 33 full time, 83 part time; north west 24 full time, 75 part time; south east 12 full time,
21 part time; central 31 full time, 70 part time; Fremantle 10 full time, 41 pant time; east 8
full time, 47 part time; totalling around 450 students. All students are very enthusiastic and
committed to their courses. They realise that the education they are receiving at St Brigid's
annexe is first class and is recognised not only throughout Western Australia but also
throughout the whole nation. In fact, those courses receive world recognition. They are
taught by a dedicated and professional group of teachers.

Although the facilities at the annexe are less than desirable, they are functional. They are
strategically located in a central area, in close proximity to transportation, the Art Gallery,
the Alexander Library and the Ants Industry Council. Until 1988, in excess of $1 million had
been spent over 10 years on St Brigid's by the Ministry of Education on maintenance of the
buildings. Very little has been spent over the last three years. In July this year, staff at the
annexe took action for health reasons because they found the situation intolerable and closed
some workshop areas by refusing to teach in them. The students supported the teachers on
that occasion and after a great deal of lobbying, the Government spent in excess of $40 000
addressing those concerns.

Mr Troy: Where was most of the money expended? Was it on the buildings or on removal
of the kilns?
Mr FRED TUJBBY: Most of those funds were spent on the relocation of kcilns from Midland
where most of the kilns were not being used. Most areas of concern were addressed by that
relocation. However, everyone was caught unawares a few weeks ago when St Brigid's was
given the death sentence. It was told that the annexe would be closed at the end of the year
and that students would be relocated at the Mfidland campus.

Last Wednesday a group of students and I spoke with the Minister and put the case in support
of maintaining the acconmmodation at St Brigid's. The main reasons put by the students were
the central location of the annexe, and the convenience of transportation in that all road, rail
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and bus routes lead to this central location. They also referred to the close proximity of the
annexe to the Cultural Centre. Pant of the argument was that the Midland facilities are not
suitable for the relocation of the courses, together with a lack of kiln space. Even with the
relocation of the kilns and the $60 000 to be spent on the relocation, not enough kiln space
will be available.
A large number of students will be forced into abandoning courses because many of them
live in the Rockingham area. Transportation and time are prime considerations when
travelling to the Midland area and the indication is that many of the 450 students will be
forced to pull out. In addition, the staff have indicated that they are not willing to relocate to
the Midland area. Therefore, they will resign and return to private enterprise. This wrnl
represent a sad loss to a well recognised, high calibre course. The relocation of the course at
Midland will result in the alt and design section being disbanded altogether. Nothing will
remain to relocate at the Central Metropolitan College in 1994.
If the Minister wishes to save money and not complete stage 6, that might be justification for
the relocation, but that was not the justification raised by the Minister. At our meeting, the
Minister raised two matters, the first of which related to the leasing of St Brigid's. We were
told that the lease would not be renewed. The Catholic Church has written to the Premier in
the following terms -

We were concerned to read in the West Australian on Wednesday 24th October that
at a meeting with Minister Gavan Troy, the Government confirmed its plans to close
down this centre. It was relayed to us that one of the reasons was that St. Brigid's
Parish refused to grant a long lease.

Mr Troy: That did not occur at the meeting.

Mir FRED TUBBY: This was the first justification which the Minister and his adviser gave
to us.
Mr Troy: Again, you are twisting the situation.

Mr FRED TUB1BY: I have witnesses in the gallery. They will testify to what I say. They
will dispute what the Minister is saying. The first statement by the Minister was that St
Brigid's would not renew the lease. The Catholic Church is very surprised; it is adamant that
the department should stick to its verbal agreement regarding the three year lease; that is,
until the end of 1993. The Catholic Church has not planned to do anything with the site until
after TAPE has moved out at the end of 1993.

The Minister's second reason related to a Department of Occupational Health, Safety and
Welfare report. The Minister understood from the report that the centre would need
$200 000 to $300 000 to meet safety and health standards. No such report exists. I do not
know why the Minister told me and the students that there was a report by Department of
Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare.

Mr Troy: Are you saying that DOHSWA inspectors did not inspect the buildings or
comment on them?

Mr FRED TUBB3Y: The Minister should listen to what I say. I now quote a fax from the
Department of Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare to St Brigid's on 26 October -

An inspection of St Brigid's anrnexe was carried out in June 1989 and work notices
were issued concerning condition of building, floors, lighting etc.
A report was not prepared.

The Minister -is aware that the $41 000 spent addressed the very problems which DOHSWA
raised, arid no report had been issued by the department requesting the expenditure of
$200 000 or $300 000. This was indicated in an internal memo from one TAPE officer to
another. I refer now to an internal memorandum in the Office of Technical and Further
Education - this is not a DOHSWA report - which states -

Most of the issues raised by the A/Director, Resources Co-ordination have already
been remedied and it is my opinion that once the additional minor works have been
properly costed by the BMA the additional funds required winl be more like $15 000 -
$20 000 or even less and not the $200 000 to $300 000 indicated.
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The Mintister has misled me, the students and the public of Western Australia. If the Minister
were to say that other reasons existed for relocating, I could understand it. If the Minister
were to say that be wanted to save money by not going ahead with stage 6, or if the Minister
said he wanted to get rid of student and staff positions at TAFE, I could accept it. If the
Minister were to say that a decision had been made as an expression of revenge against the
staff and students because of action they took to embarrass him, I could accept that. If the
Minister had made the decision as a result of political patronage, and if the Midland director
had been a close friend, I could accept that. However, I cannot accept the Minister using the
Catholic Church and the lease negotiations, or the Minister using the non-existent DOHSWA
report, to substantiate the relocation.

MR TROY (Swan Hills - Minister assisting the Minister for Education with TAPE)
[2.11 pm]: I have just heard an extensive fabrication of facts in this Chamber. I will address
the issue of St Brigid's and I am grateful that people from that institution are in the Public
Gallery as they will recognise the points I will cover. The Office of Technical and Further
Education management has considered the decision based on its responsibility to a system to
address the needs of 150 000 students in the TAPE system. The TAPE management does not
take that responsibility lightly, and I compliment it for the way it is undertaking the task.

Regarding the case of St Brigid's over the period mentioned, occupancy of the art and design
department has been a source of constant concern. The premises are not suitable as the
building was not designed for that purpose; this has been a constant point of agitation. I
reiterate that the prime concern in this area is about the occupational health, safety and
welfare of the staff and students. Following very closely on that concern is that of the
uninterrupted progress of students through those programs on which they have embarked.
TAPE has decided to close those buildings in anticipation of the development of stage 6 of
the Perth complex. This was deferred in the 1990-91 Budget, and, as the member suggested,
on present planning projections it should be available for occupation in the 1994 academic
year. As a result of those circumstances TAPE would be required to continue to occupy the
buildings for at least three, and probably more than three, years until stage 6 was fully
available. The deterioration of the building meant that TAPE was unwilling to expend
further funds on leased premises which could be due for either demolition or substantial
redevelopmen-t, and this caused TAPE to consider its future at St Brigid's. I dd not believe
any person in this Chamber would expect the Government to continue funding a building
from which no economic retumn could be expected over the period of that lease. Would the
member do that?

Mr Fred Tubby: Yes, I would, for the amnount of funds involved! I definitely would continue
the operation for three years. when considering the amount of money involved with the
relocation.
Mr TROY: That would be to the detriment of other TAPE students.

Mr Fred Tubby: It would save money!

Mr TROY: It was considered that the building would deteriorate substantially in the period
of occupancy expected before the development of stage 6 was possible. The issue of TAPE
remaining at St Brigid's is a matter concerning the question not only of current rent, but also
of the critical condition of the building itself. The member opposite can say funds have been
expended on this or that item, but the funds have been expended largely on kilns, which are a
key element in the offending area.

Mr Fred Tubby: And exhaust fans and lighting.

Mr TROY: That is right. Clearly an effort was made to address the problems which were
directed in the form of complaints from students and staff last year. However, one cannot
dispute the fact that the building is unsatisfactory..

Mr Fred Tubby: It is; it has been like that for 13 years.

Mr TROY: So what?

Mr Fred Tubby: Why do you not maintain it for another.three years rather than making the
students give up their courses?

Mr TROY: Let us examine whether that will occur. Undoubtedly a legitimate argument
exists regarding people travelling long distances to the centre. We were mindful of that in
attempting to address that problem in the best possible manner with the resources available.

6944 (ASSEMBLY]



[Wednesday, 31 October 1990] 94

The central metropolitan campus will accommodate many of those students. However, I
gave an undertaking to a delegation, led by the member for Roleystone, that I would take a
particular interest in those students from the Speaker's electorate of Rockingham-, that
catchment area is not adequately covered by the north, east, southern or central campuses.
Than matter is still being pursued. I am sorry that the member did not mention the
undertaking I gave in his report of the meeting.

Mr Fred Tubby: That was nullified in a Press release the following day.

Mr TROY. The Press release was issued the day before!

Mr Fired Tubby- It was in the newspaper the following day.

Mr TROY: I do not control the Press in this State; does the member?

Mr Fred Tubby: You have more chance of that than 1.
Mr TROY: Right. [ gave an undertaking at the meeting, and it would have taken a telephone
call for the member to clarify that point rather than his making a big fellow of himrself in the
Chamber today. I gave a clear undertaking that [ would ask DQHSWA to re-examine the
detail presented to me by TAPE. That was the undertaking given to the delegation, and I
stand by that.

The member should stop and listen to the truth for a moment or two; it would do him good.
Aspects of the Catholic education system's ability to extend the lease to redevelop that site
was a consideration in the decision made. I have no doubt that indications were given to
TAPE that redevelopment of the site was being considered; whether that is the situation
today, I cannot say.

Mr Fred Tubby: They did not even know about it until they read about it in the newspaper.

Mr TROY: I suggest that the member recheck that. What clearly comes from an analysis of
the issue is the matter of the cost of maintaining St B rigid's and of satisfying the
Government's other statutory requirements. That is why I have asked for a DOHSWA
report. When I have it I will make a determination about St Brigid's.

Mr Fred Tubby: You said that one was in existence.

Mr TROY: I said that I had advice to that effect. Once again the member is misusing the
facts-

Mr Fred Tubby: You axe responsible; if you pass on advice, you are responsible for the
advice.

Mr TROY: The advice I had - whether from a full blown report or from comments made by
inspectors - was that the site did not satisfy the requirements of the Department of
Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare. The department will examine that and report to
me and I will make my decision. I want to get away from the accusations falsely put by the
member for Roleystone. I am very mindful of any disruption to students in the TAPE
system. We have an obligation to provide services and facilities under which they can train
and study to maximise the benefit they gain from the system. The present Budget allocations
to the TAFE system are very reasonable. That highlights the Government's interest in
ensuring the facilities are readily available for TAFE, but there is an end to the capacity. I
too am disappointed that stage 6 will not be completed within its original time frame, but that
does not change the fact that there are limitations on the funds available. We will be doing
everything possible, following the DOHSWA report to close St Brigid's, to minimise the
disruption to each and every student currently active in that scene. Ceramics students formed
part of the delegation which came to see me, and 1. am mindful of their arguments and will
follow through with the DOHSWA report and further examinations.

The SPEAKER: Grievances noted.

MOTION - JOONDALUP DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

Office of Land Services Incorporation Condemnation
Debate resumed from 24 October.

MRS EDWARDES (Kingsley) [2.23 pm]: To continue my remarks, I attended a seminar
last Monday afternoon on the Joondalup city centre which was organised by the Society of
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Land Economists. It reviewed the history of the establishment of .loondalup, what had been
achieved by the Jooridalup Development Corporation, where Joondalup would go in the
future and what was needed to complete the Joondalup city centre to make sure it did attain
the vision as set out in the Joondalup Centre Act. Members opposite last week claimed that
the winding up of the Joondalup Development Corporation by incorporating it into the new
Office of Land Services was based on the contention that it has substantially completed its
independent charter. I remind the House that section 51 of the Joondalup Centre Act refers
to the winding up of the corporation. The section states -

When, in the opinion of the Corporation, it has substantially fulfilled its objects, it
shall advise the Minister accordingly and the Corporation shall be wound up in
accordance with such directions as the Governor shall approve.

It is clear that it is the corporation which advises the Minister when it has substantially
completed its objects. It will be self determining in chat respect. I put a question on notice
asking the Minister whether the corporation had substantially completed its objects in
accordance with section 51 of the Act, and the answer was no. The Joondalup Development
Corporation has not written to the Minister to state, pursuant to section 5 1, that it has
substantially completed its objects and therefore is capable of being wound up, or that it is no
longer needed or required. The speakers for the other side were full of rhetoric and empty
facts, but not one advanced any evidence that the corporation had substantially completed its
objects. They repeated the recitation of the facilities provided and the activities of the JDC
and what a good job it had done. The member for Wanneroo said, when asked by way of
interjection how long the JDC would need to complete its charter, that she did not have a
crystal ball. I suggest that the member for Wanneroo and perhaps the member for Whitford
should speak to the JDC and particularly Mr Michael Kerry. The corporation and Mr Kerry
have stated that the JDC needs approximately five years to complete its independent charter.
A book that is hot off the press clearly indicates the Joondalup city centre will rake at least
five years to complete the planning stages.

I went back over what has happened, but I also outlined clearly what must be done in the
ftre. I did nor retread the historical conflicts and the problems, I talked of the future and
where Ioondalup city centre would take Joondalup. I stated clearly that Joondalup city
centre was still to be completed. The agreement for the first stage of the shopping complex
has only recently been signed, and the major retailer for that complex will not be formally
announced until early next year. The rest of the facilities are still to be planned, commenced
and completed. The member for Whitford stated that they were all "planned for, done and
completed". That is nor correct. The parks, bushland, transport, retail centres, cultural
centre, schools, medical centres and residential development have not all been "planned for,
done and completed". The final plan is in its initial stages, and it will require changes as a
result of the studies being carried out now and which will have to be incorporated into that
final plan. The plans are in draft form and are presently awaiting assessment.

The incorporation of the JDC into the Office of Land Services has nothing to do with the
substantial completion of its independent charter, or the business community, or the people
of Wanneroo and the northern suburbs. It has everything to do with the cash reserves and the
assets of the Joondalup Development Corporation going into the melting pot of Government
funds. The example I outlined of proposed and actual expenditure on the Joondalup police
complex is indicative of what can happen to a Budget commuitment. If the Government is
really sincere about the completion of those facilities, which have been outlined in the
Budget under the JDC, it should keep the JDC in its present form to canry out those objects.
It should not be supporting the establishment of an agency of a Government department to
complete what the JDC can and has proved it can do extremely well. The people in
Wanneroo have far more faith that the JDC will carry out the programs as outlined in the
Budget than they have in the Government. Joondalup is about urbanisation, not
suburbanisation. The Joondalup city centre will be the second largest city in Western
Australia next to Perth. It will have a heart, a pulsating heart that will not stop at five
o'clock. It will operate and be incorporated in the whole of the district and the community.

At this stage, the [DC needs the opportunity to complete its independent charter. It needs the
flexibility required to make the Joondalup city centre the heart of the area. All I am asking is
that the Government give the JDC a go to complete its independent charter. It should be
given five years in which to complete its objectives. The residents of Wanneroo and the
northern suburbs should be given a go.
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Last week, the member for Whitford referred to the East Perth project. I do not deny that it
is a good project. She referred to the number of jobs chat chat project will create. I suggest
that the people in the northern suburbs need those jobs in the north, not in East Perth. The
freeway extension is an indication of the recognition by the Government that the majority of
residents from those suburbs are travelling to the central business district to work. Those
jobs should be put in the Joorcdalup area for the people of the northern suburbs. The JDC
should be allowed to complete its work for the people of Wanneroo and Joondalup and other
residents of the northern suburbs.

Question put and a division taken with the following result -

Ayes (19)
Mr Ainsworth Mrs Edwaides Mr MenSaros Mr Thompson
Mr C.J. Barnett Mr House Mr Minson Dr Turnbuill
Mr Bradshaw Mr Lewis Mrt Nicholls Mr Watt
Mr Clafto Mr Macinnon Mr Omadel Mr Blaikie (Teller)
Mr Court Mr McNee Mr Shave

Noes (24)

Mrs Beggs Mr Donovan Mr Kohelke Mr P.S. Smith
Mr Bridge Dr Edwards Mr Leahy Mr Taylor
Mrs Buchanan Dr Gallop Mr McGinty Mr Thomas
Mr Carr Mr Grill Mr Pearce Mr Troy
Mr Catania Mrs Henderson Mr Read Dr Watson
Mr Cunningiham Mr Gordon Hill Mrt Ripper Mrs Watkins (Teller)

Pairs
Mr Kierach Dr Lawrence
Mr Grayden Mr Wilson
Mr Cowan Mr Graham
Mr Trenorden Mr D.L. Smith
Mr Wiese Mr Marlborough

Question thus negatived.

STOCK (BRANDS AND MOVEMENT) AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
MR OMODEI (Warren) [2.35 pm]: [ move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.

This Bill will clear up an anomalous situation which has existed for a number of years in the
branding or earmarking of calves. Members will be aware that, under section 30 of the Stock
(Brands and Movement) Act, every owner shall brand each of his cattle with his registered
brand or earmark. Under section 30(2) of the Act, a calf is not required to be branded or
earmarked before it is removed from the run if, when it is so removed, it is still suckling and
accompanied by its mother. It is sufficient for cattle to be marked with a registered earmark
within the appropriate time in lieu of being branded with a registered brand.

However, the .Act does not adequately cover the situation where day old calves not
accompanied by their dams are offered for Sale. Under the current Act these calves ;arte
required to be earmarked or branded. At this moment in the south west, many hundreds of
dairy farms raise bobby calves which are weaned off milking cows soon after birth, resulting
in a requirement by the Act that they be marked. A penalty of up to $500 or imprisonment of
up to six months or both could result if a person were convicted of an offence. Further, the
Act requires that all cattle removed from the run should be branded. This amendment will
mean that the inhumane and senseless branding of very young animals will no longer be
necessary.

The amendment substitutes section 30(2) of the Act with a new subsection which requires
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that nothing in subsection (1) requires a foal or calf under the age of 12 weeks to be branded
or earmarked before it is removed from the property if, when it is so removed, it appears on
an appropriate waybill or, under the age of six months to be branded before it is removed
from the property or run, when it is so removed, it is still suckling and accompanied by its
mother. This subsection was overlooked when the Act was last am-ended in 1970, which
means the 1918 Act is still in vogue in this case. A registered tail tag and waybill at the point
of sale is adequate identification of these animals.

Members will be aware that there are several parts of the ear to which a legal earmark can be
applied. What has happened in a number of cases is that animals have had a multiplicity of
earmarks and have finished up with half of their ears cut away. We have a ludicrous
situation whereby a buyer could buy 30 calves at a sale - this has occurred in the south west -
which have 20 or more different earmarks on them. How does a fanner identify his stock if
they mix with his neighbours' stock? What then occurs is that further earmarks are added to
the original legal mark. Further, apart from the inhumane aspects, it has been found that the
number of letters used in earmarks - for example I and T - change in character as the animals
grow, causing problems in identification at a later stage.

Farmers, particularly in dairy farming areas, have been seeking this change for a number of
years, and recently they have been angered by stock inspectors who seem to target cattle that
do not have brands. This has caused some concern to stock owners. Reports made to me
indicate that the stock inspectors have been somewhat zealous in their actions from time to
time.

The long awaited Government review of the Stock (Brands and Movement) Act has not yet
seen the light of day, although the matter has been under review for more than 12 months
now. I urge the Government to speed up the process, and ask all members to support this
Bill. I believe it will make the tasks of farmners and stock inspectors much easier. I
commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Pearce (Leader of the House).

ACTS AMENDMENT (CONTRIBUTIONS TO LEGAL AID FUNDING) BILL

Council's Message
Message from the Council received and read notifying that it had agreed to the amendment
made by the Assembly, subject to a further amendment.

LAND DRAIN AGE REPEAL BILL

Second Reading
MR COWAN (Merredin - Leader of the National Party) [2.42 pm]I: I move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.

This Bill has only two active clauses; one proposes to repeal the Land Drainage Act, and the
other will make the repeal effective from 1 July 1991. The Bill is a consequence of the
report of the Busselton drainage review panel, perhaps more widely known as the Lee report.
The chairman of the panel was Malcolm Lee, QC.
As members with an interest in the south west will recall, the Lee inquiry was set up by the
Minister for Water Resources to look in the first instance at certain aspects of the Busselton
drainage district. Its sixth and final term of reference was to assess the application of its
findings in respect of the Busselton drainage district to other drainage districts. It is not
appropriate to discuss at any length the Lee report or recommendations and arguments put
forward in it. However, members should be aware that the first recommendation of the Lee
report was "that the existing system of drainage raring in country drainage districts be
abolished.. .". It goes on to state that the Water Authority should be "responsible for
operating major drains and structures in country drainage schemes and that the capital and
operating costs thereof be bome by the Water Authority". Recommendation 3 of the Lee
report recommends "that all drainage districts including drainage areas in the metropolitan
area be abolished".

The history of legislation in these matters goes back a long way. Currently the responsibility
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for drainage in the metropolitan and country areas is separated. The Land Drainage Act 1925
is the legislative means by which country drainage districts are created, and by which
drainage rates are levied in country areas. The effect of the Bill before the House would be
to abolish drainage districts and thereby abolish drainage rates in country areas.
Those members who were present in this place in 1984 may recall the decision of the then
Minister for Water Resources to abolish the Preston drainage district. The Lee report, for
obvious reasons, made no comment on the political implications of this decision. However,
it described the abolition of the Preston drainage district as anomalous when taken in the
context of the overall system of drainage districts.

One of the many grievances of the Busselmon drainage district ratepayers is that they are
expected to pay for the cost of drainage works in their district, even though it can be
demonstrated that the major bez-,ficiaries of such works live in areas adjacent to the drainage
district and, therefore, make no contribution to the cost. Although adjustments have been
made to the method by which drainage rates are assessed, the application of rates remains
iniquitous. This inequity, of course, is not confined to the Busselton drainage district.

Another inequity in the current system is that the drainage rates are levied on the owners of
farmnland, even though the major beneficiaries may be people and businesses in the local
town. Indeed, in some cases the construction of drainage works on a farm has left the farmer
worse off by, for example, severing the farm into two, by stock losses in the drains, and by
overdrainage. Yet, under the current legislation, the fanner is still required to foot the bill for
the construction work through the payment of drainage rates.

As the Lee report states - for the benefit of interested members the reference is page 173 - if
its principal recommendations were adopted there would be no need for drainage districts or
drainage areas to be prescribed. In other words, the Land Drainage Act could be repealed.
That is precisely what this Bill seeks to achieve. I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Pearce (Leader of the House).

PROROGATION OF PARLIAMENT DILL

Second Reading
MR CLARKO (Marmion) [2A47 pm]: I move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.

This Bill has been brought to the House in a genuine attempt to overcome a problem which
has confronted our Parliament in recent years. Traditionally in Western Australia Parliament
is prorogued each year and reopened by the Governor each year. The Constitution Act has
been interpreted to require this course of action. Section 4 of the Constitution Act states that
there shall be a session of the Legislative Council and the Legislative Assembly once at least
in every year. Consequently, in Western Australia Parliament has its work interrupted every
year by prorogation. This means that any Bills or motions on the Notice Paper cease to exist
unless restored by resolution at the next session. Commuittees which exist at prorogation
cease to exist after prorogation.

A brief glance at the dates of prorogation over the years indicates that on most occasions
prorogation has occurred relatively close to the next opening of the Parliament. This has
probably occurred because Governments have sought to give themselves considerable
flexibility by allowing, if necessary, for Parliament to be called together without the need for
a formal opening. For a variety of reasons the present Government has, on occasions,
prorogued Parliament immediately after it has finished meeting. In fact, in 1985 prorogation
occurred in November while the Legislative Council was still sitting. Obviously, the
Governor, on the advice of the Government, has the power to decide on the date of
prorogation, and I do not wish to argue about that. However, this Bill seeks to modify the
effect of prorogation on the business of the Parliament.

Quite clearly the use of committees by the Parliament is increasing dramatically. A number
of Standing Committees and Select Committees have been set up in recent sessions in the
Legislative Council. The report of a Select Committee of the Legislative Council
recommended that the Council's work would be enhanced by the development of a
committee system. The Legislative Council has gone down this path and developed a
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committee system similar to than which exists in the Senate. It is now essential for us to deal
with the problem that prorogation raises. The Senate works on the basis that each three year
parliamentary term is a session of Parliament, and there is no requirement for prorogation
every year. This allows its comm-ittees to function continuously between dissolutions.
The Bill before the House, however, does not give each House carte blanche; each must
consciously decide by reolution. each year what business on the Notice Paper and which
committees will survive prorogation. It is envisaged that at the end of each session each
House would debate a motion to decide which business would carry on until the next session.
It would not apply when the Legislative Assembly was dissolved for an election. Obviously
the Bill is oriented towards committee business because most of the ongoing business will be
conducted in committees. Members of Select and Standing Commrittees of both Houses have
often been made aware of the need for such legislation. In fact, I would argue that the
period between sessions is probably the best dine for committee work, particularly if in-
depth inquiries are being undertaken or die committee needs to travel. The demands of
parliamentary sittings would not interfere with committee work during this time.
The Bill applies parliamentary privilege to proceedings on business carried forward. This
means, for example, that witnesses giving evidence and members making comments in
committee deliberations are covered by privilege. To put matters beyond any doubt, there is
an express validation clause covering Acts resulting from Bills dealt with in two or more
sessions. Additionally, and out of sheer caution, clause 5 makes it clear that this Act confers
powers in excess of those which might otherwise be conferred by section 36 of the
Constitution Act. I am informed that there is no doubt that Parliament can legislate
inconsistently with section 36; that Parliament is doing so by enacting this Bill is stated in the
Bill itself.
There are possibly other ways of dealing with this problem. We could, for example, adopt
the Senate system of having four year sessions without the need for prorogation every year.
However, unless section 4 of the Constitution were interpreted to cater for this, the
Constitution Act would have to be amended by referendum. Further, this remedy would
mean that there would be only one Address-in-Reply debate every four years, which would
clearly disadvantage private members.
I suggest that the proposals in this Bill will adequately and effectively overcome the
problems created by prorogation, arid will allow parliamentary committees to pursue their
tasks without their activities being terminated at prorogation every year. Should the
Government proceed to prorogue Parliament in December this year, all Standing and Select
Committees, including those set up at the request of the Government, will cease to exist in
December. The committees will be unable to meet again until Parliament resumes in March
next year. Such a situation is unacceptable in this day and age of increasing parliamentary
scrutiny of a wide range of issues facing our community; issues which are of equal concern
to the Government and the Opposition.
I trust chat members will support the Bill in a bipartisan fashion so that the work of
Parliament can be enhanced and promoted. I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Dr Gallop (Minister for Parliamentary and Electoral
Reform).

REAL ESTATE AND BUSINESS AGENTS AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

MR LEWIS (Applecross) [2.54 pm]: [ move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.
This legislation seeks to amend the Real Estate and Business Agents Act 1978 and will bring
Western Australia's first home ownership scheme up to date. The Act at the moment
provides assistance in the form of a specific amount of money to first home buyers. The
parent legislation was amended by the Liberal Government in 1982. At that time the state of
the economy, the state of the building industry and people's ability to purchase a home was
similar to the situation today. The Liberal Government recognised the need for Western
Australia to have its own first home owners' assistance scheme and the parent legislation was
amended to assist first home buyers by providing them with cash grants. A maximum of
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$1 000 was provided for first borne buyers as long as they met certain criteria; that is, the
maximum purchase price of a property should be no more than $40 000 and their income
should not exceed $330 a week or approximately $17 000 a year, with an extra $15 allowed
for each child. That amendment was unique and soon after the federal Government
introduced what has become known as the Fl-OS scheme - the first home owners' scheme.
The Commonwealth Government introduced this scheme in 1983 for two reasons: Firstly, to
help a failing building industry and, secondly, to help struggling home buyers buy their first
homes. It is ironic that in 1990 the Federal Government is abolishing the first home owners'
scheme at a time when the building industry is declining, the economy is failing and the
deposit gap for home owners and intending home owners is widening.
This eil seeks to amend part VCA, section 13 1 (a) and 13 1(o) of the existing legislation to
allow the threshold for the maximum grant to be increased from $1 000 to $2 000 and enable
the homne buyers' assistance advisory committee - which is a three-member cornmittee under
the Real Estate and Business Agents Supervisory Board - to adjust the eligibility criteria for
the home buyers' assistance grant every six months to keep up with the times. Currently,
$3 million is held in miust in the home buyers' assistance fund. Unfortunately, because the
cut off price for a house is $40 000 and the cut off saary is approximately $17 000 a year.
nobody qualifies and those moneys lie dormant. Since 1987 there have been only
33 successful applicants. Twenty five applicants were successful in 1987-88, eight
applicants were successful in t988-89, and there were no successful applicants in 1989-90.
The Government has allowed the first home buyers' assistance fund to fall into misuse; it has
become obsolete. The $3 million has not been spent and it could have assisted, on current
criteria, 3 000 new home buyers. The purpose of the legislation is to update the eligibility
criteria and increase the grant from $1 000 to $2 000.
The Government should recognise that the Minister for Housing prior to the bringing down
of this year's Federal Budget, wrote to the Treasurer asking him to consider updating the
eligibility criteria for the first home owners' grant, as it existed federally. Western Australia
has its own first home owners' assistance scheme and this Government is prepared to let it
languish without the public being able to use it.
The purpose of this Bill is to bring Western Australia's first home buyers' assistance grants
into line with the times and to upgrade the qualifying criteria and the maximum grants which
are permitted.
This Bill has the support of the Real Estate Institute of Western Australia. That support is
very important because the original Act provides that the moneys which comprise the first
home buyers' assistance fuind come from the deposits in the trust funds of real estate agents
and the accumulated interest on those deposits. It is provided by Statute that one-third of that
interest is to be deposited in the home buyers' assistance fund, but not all the money which is
contributed via the trust funds of real estate agents is being used. This Bill will allow that
money to be used.
The Government has argued that there is not sufficient money in the trust fund to allow the
fund to continue to assist first home buyers. I make the point that were the Government
dinkum about assisting first home buyers and the home or cottage building industry in this
State, it would ensure that ample funds are provided from the Consolidated Revenue Fund to
supplement the moneys in that fund. I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mrs Henderson (Minister for Housing).

MOTION - EDUCATIONAL SERVICES AND OPPORTUNITIES
School Renewal Steering Committee - Parent Review Replacement

MR AINSWORTH (Roe) [3.02 pm]: I move -

That this House notes with concern the erosion of educational opportunities and
services in many areas, and calls on the Govemnment to replace the politically-driven
"School Renewal Steering Commuittee" with a parent-driven review of the delivery of
education services, to make recommendations on -

(a) the standard and availability of educational opportunities that should
be maintained in rural and urban Western Australia;
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(b) cost-savings that can be made in the Ministry of Education's
administration;

(c) removing areas of duplication between the State and Federal education
systems; and

(d) applying identified savings in (c) to improving Western Australian
school systems.

I move this motion because of the concern of many members about the proposed closure of
schools, which we have heard about during the last few days. Those closures have been
hastily announced, and in the case of the Cannel school, which was the first school we heard
about, the closure was announced prior to the parents' being consulted at any level.

Dr Gallop. That was because I was asked a question in the Parliament. Was I expected to
tell a fib?
Mr AIINSWORTH: No; the Minister was certainly not expected to tell a fib. We may in the
past have thought that of some members, but certainly not of the Minister for Education.
However, having got to the point where that decision had obviously been made -

Dr Gallop: Do you know when it was made? It was the night before!

Mr AINSWORTH. Then that was very good timing on the part of the member sitting next to
Me.
Dr Gallop: It is just one of those coincidences which occurs.

Mr A[NSWORTH: Those decisions should not be made without consultation with the
community involved, because regardless of the timing of that decision and when the
announcement was made, people were not told that there was anything on the agenda along
those lines until that question was asked in the Parliament. That question may have been
midstimed from the Minister's point of view but it was very timely from our point of view.
There was no consultation with parents prior to our receiving that information.

Mir Pearce interjected.

Mr AINSWORTH: If that is the way the Government reacts to members opposite, I have
grave doubt about its ability to be it-elected.

I am concerned about not just the example I have referred to - the closure of the Cannel
school - but about the whole process by which decisions of this nature appear to be made by
this Government. They are ad hoc decisions- Another example is the proposed closure of
country hospitals over the Christmas period. That decision was made in a hasty manner, and
it has been withdrawn because of the public outcry. I hope the same thing will apply to some
of the proposed school closures.

The Government has established what I consider to be a fairly hastily assembled 'School
Renewal Steering Committee". That is a rather unusual title for a committee which appears
to have as its main charter the rationalisation - in other words, the closure - of several
schools.

Mr Shave: Why not ask the Minister which schools will still be open after that committee
process? That would be a lot easier than asking whether this or that school will be closed.

Mr AINSWORTH: I do not think there are sufficient schools on the list to do it that way, but
we would certainly like to know whether consideration is being given to other school
closures, and we would like to see consultation with the community involved. If a decision
to close a school is then made, so be it, but that decision will be made only after the parents
have been consulted and have had the opportunity to make an input.

Mr Shave: Do not be too sure about that-

Mr AINSWORTH: That is what I am asking for. That is what we should have. I suggest as
a policy principle that the recipients of a service should be consulted before that service is cut
off, regardless of what it may be.

The Treasurer promised in her now somewhat famous Budget speech that there would be no
cutbacks in service in the important areas of health and education, yet both those promises
have been rescinded. That does not say a great deal for the integrity of the Treasurer because
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in just a few months we have seen the total reversal of what she said in her Budget speech.
The unfortunate aspect of this situation is that whether theme are rumours, or questions in the
Parliament which are answered in a positive way by the Minister, it gives rise to uncertainty
and fear in the minds of those people in the community whose children attend a smaller
school that perhaps their school may be on the Government's hit list for closure. A classic
example of that is the Darkan Junior High School, which is featured in today's The West
Australian. The fears which have been raised in that community are unfortunate for the
people concerned, particularly for the students, and also for the staff at that school.

Yesterday in my address I mentioned the Chidley Educational Support Centre. It is not
proposed to close that centre, admittedly, but there is some suggestion that facilities will be
withdrawn and that there will be a reduction in the land available for use by the students at
the Chidley school. It is a case of rumour, innuendo and fear being created in the school and
in the local community.

A review of educational services, of whatever type, must be undertaken on a consultative
basis, and decisions should not made behind closed doors and announced either in this place
or in the media. There should be sufficient time to consult before a decision is made,
because if the Government perceives a need to close a school, it certainly should not close it
overnight, If the State's finances are in such a difficult position that instant decisions of that
type must be made to save money, the Budget of this State is in a far worse condition than
we have been led to believe.

I want to quote to members some of the policies of the Australian organisationi which
represents parents; namely, the Australian Council of State School Organisations. That
organisation has a firm policy on school closures.

The Australian Council of State School Organisations has looked at this very delicate item -

and it is a delicate item; it certainly causes immediate heartache and concern in a community
when it fears it is to lose a school. This group has looked at the problem constructively,
realising that in certain cases schools will be closed but only as a last resort when school
numbers dictate that should be done and the other support services surrounding that school -

be they community or otherwise - are insufficient to sustain that school community. I will
quote from the organisation's policy. It says -

Where school closures are mooted -

(a) There should be full, proper, open and public consultation with the whole
affected school community as well as with peak parent and teacher
organisations and other community groups over a minimum period of
12 months.

That policy is realistic and sensible. It is not saying that any Government involved should
put off making a hard decision for four or five years, but it is giving a reasonable time for the
community to discuss and consult at all levels, and then for a decision to be made, whichever
way it finally goes. The second point of the organisation's policy is -

(b) If a decision is made to close a school 12 months notice should then be given
of the proposed closure.

That might seem an inordinate length of time; in other words, there might be two years
between the time a school closure is first discussed and the time when it takes place, but with
that consultative period of 12 months having taken place, when the decision is made it leaves
an adjustment process for the staff, parents and students of that school to make other
arrangements for the children's education, and they should not have to do it only in the space
of- the summer holidays or On a couple of weeks' notice. -Therefore that is not an
unreasonable commitment, given that it is a major decision to close an educational
institution, of whatever type.

The third point of the organisation's policy is that -

(c) Theme can be no across the board criteria for the closure of government
schools.

In other words, it is simnilar to the argument I put yesterday about the student-teacher ratio in
certain schools in the country, when I said there should not be a strict criterion that says
when student numbers reach a certain level the school will lose a teacher. In making that

6953



statement I do not suggest that that is what the Minister is acting upon in the case of Cannel
school or any of the other schools he is considering closing, but it is a sensible criterion that
each case should be examined on its individual merits rather than there being an across the
board criterion for closing schools.
Those are three of about nine or 10 points of policy the Australian Council of State School
Organtisations makes. I will not bore the Parliament with the remainder of them. Those are
the three key areas which I wholeheartedly endorse and which I believe ought to be the
policy of this or any other Government when it considers such a difficult area as school
closures.

The setting up of the parent based commnittee which I have proposed in my motion was in
part promoted by the fact that we were addressing school closures in this place at the time.
However, the scope of the proposed committee goes much wider than merely examining
school closures, in that the motion suggests the commrittee look at the provision of all types
of school services, be they in the country or the city. Those services include items I have
mentioned already, such as student-teacher ratios, particularly in smaller schools, because
they are areas where, again, consultation and flexibility need to be part of the whole process.
It needs an overview from a Statewide group which represents parents and teachers to
undertake that sort of consultation process, and I believe the type of commuittee suggested in
the motion is the ideal vehicle by which this type of consultation can take place after
adequate research.

As well, the provision of hostel services for students, in both the metropolitan area and the
country, is a matter which this communittee should have as part of its charter. The same
principles apply - consultation and the lack of hasty decision making prior to a decision,
which has at times occurred in the past. The prime consideration in all of the things we are
talking about today is the wellbeing of the students. It is very important that that take first
place. Next most important, and as an adjunct to that, is the welfare of the parents of those
children. If they are considered to be the first priorities and if consultation takes place about
any changes before decisions are made, many of the worries and difficulties and many of the
banner headlines in newspapers, which in themselves bring fear to other people, can be
avoided.

Paragraph (b) of the motion suggests we identify areas where cost savings in the
administration of the Ministry of Education can be found. I can well understand that the
Minister for Education would say that is an area for the ministry and the State School
Teachers Union and certainly is not something for parents.

Dr Gallop: Actually I was not going to say that, I was going to say we are doing that.

Mr AINSWORTH: I am pleased to hear it. Perhaps the Minister is doing it in a different
way. Certainly cost savings in administration at ministry office level is an area which needs
more understanding on the part of parents, and they should have more involvement in the
process of identifying where cost savings in the higher administration are needed. That
consultation between the parents, the community and the ministry will do two things; not
only will it help identify even more cost savings than the Minister himself is able to identify,
but also it will give parents a direct involvement and thereby the satisfaction of knowing that
all avenues of cost savings have been explored and all reasonable measures taken to reduce
the hierarchy in the administration and put the emphasis where it really ought to be - that is,
out mn the classrooms where education happens. Very little education takes place at ministry
level. Of course, I do not suggest administration is not a vital part of the delivery of the
services in the classroom, but it is only one pant of the service and the place where the real
education takes place is at grass roots level, in the classroom.

I welcome the cutback the Minister for Education recently announced, because the removal
of those bureaucrats from administrative positions back to more hands-on classroom
activities is a step in the right direction. I would be very pleased if the proposed committee
were formed and investigated the other potential cost savings and found there could be no
more, because that would mean the initiatives already put in place have been 100 per cent
successful. It would be a very brave Minister for Education who claimed that absolutely no
more cost savings could be identified, so I hope the Minister will take the suggestion
contained in the motion in the spirit in which it was moved; that is, as a constructive
suggestion rather than as a criticism of the changes which are already taking place.
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The basic premise for paragraph (b) of the motion is that all resources, both physical and of a
personnel nature, need to be maximised at the delivery level. In the past we have seen
constraints on the provision of physical services and personnel at the classroom level. I am
sure the Minister would be the first to admit that is the case because he has already said to
me that he cannot provide such and such for my electorate's schools because there is not
enough money. We all realise that. However, the cutting of the total Ministr of Education
cake should be weighted more towards the classroom and the maximisation of the physical
and personnel needs in each of the schools in our State.
Paragraphs (c) and (d) of the motion refer to duplication by the Commonwealth and the State
in the delivery of education services, and the identification of areas where savings can be
found and the benefits of those savings passed back to the State. There are many areas of
duplication between the Comimonwealth and the State, with regard to both responsibilities
and financing. I will mention just two or three but there are many more. For example, we
have an education centres program from the Commonwealth, and the State has also looked at
education centres. We have a country areas program from the Commonwealth; again, there
are special programs for country areas administered by the State. Hostels for rural students is
another example.
Turning away from the primary and secondary education levels for a moment, one of the
major areas where the Commuonwealth has almost total control is in the funding of
universities. It was not envisaged that the committee proposed in my motion should look at
university funding - the motion was aimed more at the primary and secondary levels - but as
a general policy I believe we should see the transfer from the Commonwealth back to the
State of the financial responsibility for the whale range of education, starting with tertiary
education and going right the way down to junior primary level.- Clearly, any area in which a
duplication of services exists must mean that a duplication of administration is involved.
That in itself implies extra costs regardless of how lean that administration may be. Many
would believe that "lean" is not the right word to use in describing the bureaucracy in
Canberra; assuming that it is a little leaner than we are led to believe, it is still doing jobs
which are already undertaken by the State.
The Commonwealth could make block grants to the State and the State could administer the
distribution of these grants. That was the case in the past, but over time the States have
abrogated the responsibility to Canberra. Controlling the purse strings means that one has
control over distribution of funds, and that control was released by the States over the years.
That is a philosophical matter which is a little outside the scope of this motion; however, I
raise it today as a valid point regarding the duplication of State and Commonwealth activities
in primary and secondary education.
The committee envisaged in the motion is by no means exhaustive in its proposed
membership. T'he organaisations which [ believe should be included on the committee include
the Westrn Australian Council of State School Organisations, the Isolated Childrens Parents
Association, the State School Teachers Union, the ministry itself, and country organisations
such as the Country Woniens Association of WA and the Western Australian Farmers
Federation. All these organisations have a special interest in education; sometimes it is a
more specific interest, as with agricultural education in the case of the Farmers Federation.
However, the membership of the federation would have children attending all types of
education systems and those topics are very relevant to them.
When one is considering the type of person who would be a suitable chairperson, the first
example who comes to my mind is the current President of the West Australian Council of
State School Organisations, Mr David Forrester. David Porrester is a barrister who was with
the Crown Law Department, and he would be an ideal person to chair the committee
although other people obviously have the expertise required and would be suitable to
undertake that task. This indicates the calibre of persons available outside the ministry.
The point to which I return is that the prime reason for moving this motion is to depoliticise
the processes of the school renewal program steering committee. This is a very poorly
named comnmittee because the committee is designed to soften the blow of school closures.
However, the thrust of the motion is to change the direction of the committee to look more
closely at school closures and a whole range of Commonwealth and State Government
educational services and opportunities which may be streamlined. Negotiations should take
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place with affected communities to identify the cost savings and return them to the classroom
rather than to the administration so that the bureaucracy can grow larger. The classroom is
where the finances and the expertise are sorely needed.
DR GALLOP (Victoria Park - Minister for Education) [3.24 pml: The premise behind this
motion is incorrect. It states -

That this House notes with concern the erosion of educational opportunities and
services in many areas,.. .

In a debate such as this we need to begin with some reference to what is to be spent in this
year's Education budget. This indicates the priority given to this area by the Government.
Members would be aware that $ 1.019 billion has been allocated to education; that is
$963 million in the recurrent account and $55 million in the capital works area. I shall refer
to the central features of that expenditure which will answer a few of the points raised by the
member for Roe. Firstly, a large portion of the Budget, five per cent in fact, has been
allocated to education this year. An allocation of $53.2 million will pay for the increases
awarded to school teachers. As members would be aware, a memorandum of agreement was
entered into by the Ministry of Education and the State School Teachers Union earlier this
year. That agreement was finally ratified in July. This has resulted in significant increases in
salaries for ail teachers, which was certainly in excess of the three per cent plus three per cent
increase awarded to most workers in our society. This also represented an important large
increase in salary for system leaders at the school level; that is, to the principals. Indeed, this
reflects our philosophy that the leadership offered at school level is a fundamental
determiinant of the quality of our education system.
Examining the increases, including arn additional 386 teachers and 132 support staff to be
injected into the system, we see a $53.2 million allocation for salary increases. That is a
substantial contribution by this Government which was made before such moves were made
by ocher Stare Governments in this country, This has improved the quality of our education
system by providing proper awards for those who carry out the teaching role. Also, as a part
of the agreement a further 55 deputy principal and administrative support positions will be
provided to primary and secondary schools.
I totally agree with the point made by the member for Roe that we need to gear the structure
of our system to the school level. Of course the most important role is that of the teachers,
and the support provided to them at the school level. The wages increase and the extra
administrative support provided through the ministry demonstrate the Government's
commitment in the Budget to the education system.
The second element of the equation flows from the member for Roe's comments about
school grants. If we Look at Government schools and the grants which are passed through the
system to enable schools to carry out their functions, these have increased by 12 per cent -
that is, an increase of $28.9 million. By way of background, the system went through some
changes in recent years which went by the name of the Better Schools program. This
program involved a couple of elements: Firstly, it involved the devolution of more financial
and managerial responsibility to the school level; we are now seeing more sophistication in
education because of that direction of responsibility. Secondly, the program involved the
establishment of school-based decision making; indeed, I introduced legislation on that
subject this morning. When this objective is achieved a wider contribution to school
development planning will be received from parent and other community bodies. As a result
of that, schools will be able to develop their own programs and the important question of the
professional development of staff at the school level will be properly financed by the
Government.
In framing this budget it was a priority in my thinking to ensure that those grants which go to
the school level - which are of a significant quantity - enable the functions to be properly
performed. If members consider the 12 per cent increase, the Government's record in that
area is very good.
The other aspect of school grants is the grants to non-Government schools. We have a
system in this State in which people have freedom of choice as to the form of education they
want for their children. This Government, through a series of per capita grants and other
support services, provides an underpinning to the non-Governmnent system. Of course, a
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large pant of the funds provided for the non-Government system, depending on the schools,
comes from fees paid by parents. This year we have preserved the level of per capita grants
that go through the system to those schools and they are provided on a needs basis.
Therefore, the schools which have the greatest need are granted a larger proportion of the
funds. It will allow those schools to carry out their functions properly and if we include the
support services we provide to non-Government schools the grant this year has been
increased by 8.3 per cent. Those non-Government schools will still have pressures placed on
them this year as it appears there will be a wage increase in that sector as there has been in
the Government school sector.
In ternms of the Government's commitment and its application of the doctrine of fairness to
both the Government and non-Government sector, it has made an attempt to get the right
balance between the two sectors. The third area in the Education budget which is worth
reflecting on is that of the education allowance. It relates directly to the issue of fees that
have to be paid to those who attend non-Government schools and the expenditures taken on
board by parents in sending their children to school.
Mr C.S. Barnett: Don't you think it is a waste of money? It is an inefficient way of assisting
education and you must logically agree with that.

Dr GALLOP: Is that the Opposition's position, or the member's position?
Mr Fred Tubby: You should listen to the economist explain the efficiency and inefficiency
of it.
Dr GALLOP: Does the member support the economidst's position?

Several members interjected.
Mr Fred Tubby: Yes, I think the grant should be paid to the schools.

Mr C.J. Barnett: It was totally inefficient last year and it took up several days of school
administration time to give you the statistics. It cost $238 000 to administer when one
cheque to each school would have done the same job.
Dr GALLOP: Do members opposite think that the grant should go to the parents or to the
schools?

Mr C.I. Barnett: To the schools. Did the ministry monitor how much was used for
educational purposes?

Dr GALLOP: Of course it did not, because the money was sent directly to the parents. It is
the concept of freedom of choice. It is obvious members opposite do not trust parents. That
is their view of parents and they are entitled to hold it.

The Government is preserving that grant system by introducing a means test for the $50 to
primary students and the $100 to secondary students. Those people eligible for the full
Commonwealth family allowance will receive the grant. The reason for introducing the
means test is that there was feedback in the system that some form of means test should be
provided for this grant because money was going to some parents who, for all intents and
purposes, did not need it. The system the Government has introduced will provide a good
basis from which to provide the educational allowance. Thte money will be given to the
parents who can determine whether to spend it on school uniforms, school fees or extra
facilities for their children's education. This issue was debated at length at the Western
Australian Council of State School Organisations conference this year and it was considered
that the money should go directly to the parents.

Several members interjected.
Dr GALLOP: The Opposition is taking an incredible position by saying that we cannot trust
the parents in our society.

Mr Shave: Absolutely. There are some people in our community who wrnl misuse that
money.

Dr GALLOP: The Government will continue with its program to provide assistance to
families who receive a low income. Assistance for travel, board, text books and clothing will
be provided to people who have a special need in our education system.

To recap on this Government's commitment in relation to its Education budget it includes a
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wage increase for teachers, school grants, educational allowance and it is continuing its
support for major educational initiatives.

The monitoring standards project is a very important part of the education system and it
involves the sample testing of performances in years three, seven and 10. This year that
program is being conducted in the subject areas of mathematics and English and next year it
will be extended into science. It is a very important part of our education system. The
program monitors the standards in our school system in a sophisticated manner in order that
we can obtain feedback from that process and we can improve the delivery of education to
make sure our standards are high. We have preserved the strong emphasis in our curriculum
development on literary skills and the first steps program which is operating in our schools
will be continued.

I refer now to post compulsory schooling. As the high retention rates continue we need to
make sure there is proper provision for the range of students coming through the school
system and this program has been funded in this year's education budget. In 1990,
52.7 per cent of students stayed on to year 1.2 whereas in 1.984, 35.9 per cent of students
stayed on. While I am Minister for Education the questions of education standards, literacy
and provision for the students who remain in our education system will be a very high
priority and that is reflected in this year's Budget.

An amount of $55 million has been allocated twin the General Loan and Capital Works
Fund this financial year to school buildings. The member for Roe and his colleagues in the
National Party could quite properly reflect upon the nature of that allocation. Let us look at
major additions and alterations planned in our schooling system and at the schools which will
be upgraded this year. Australind is an expanding area and the school needs extra facilities.
I was pleased to visit this school with the members for Bunbury and Mitchell last week.
Other schools which will receive assistance this year are Broome, which is another
expanding area, Jurien and Morawa District High Schools and the Harvey Agriculture
School. Additional classrooms will be provided at Alinjarra, Beldon, East Waikiki, High
Wycombe, Albany, Arrnadale, Kingsley, Margaret River, Newton and North Mandurah
schools. Other major works will be commenced at Arnadale, Balga, Busselton, East
Claremont, Collie, Fairview, Newborough, Richmond Sorrento Primary Schools and Newton
Moore High School, Narembeen and Toodyay District High Schools.

Mr Omodei: Is it true you are going to close country schools'?

Dr GALLOP: That is a nonsense. It is something which has been concocted by the Press.

The Government 's cormiinent indicates that it recognises the importance of preserving the
provision of education facilities in our country areas. I could mention the remote
communities where money has been allocated for new schools. In addition to those capital
works projects, a large proportion of which are in our country areas, allocations have been
made for the installation of security systems, the provision of automatic reticulation, covered
assembly areas and library resource centres at various schools. Allocations are made to these
areas each year and a good proportion of the money flows through to country areas. An
allocation has also been made for air-conditioning at the Camarvon school and air cooling in
temporary classrooms. Again the advice we have received in that area is to focus on the
country schools. An allocation of $1.4 million has been made for the replacement of
asbestos roofs. These commitments are not made by a Government which says, "There is the
metropolitan area and the country area and we will target one area for attention and ignore
the other."

Mr Shave: You must have prepared this speech because you could not believe it.

Dr GALLOP: The member knows absolutely nothing about education. He is a philistine and
he should go back to his topless waitresses.

One must consider the issue of education delivery; that really is the focus of the second part
of the motion moved by the member for Roe. The education system must provide an agreed,
relevant and comprehensive curriculum to all students at a reasonable cost. That is a basic
proposition of environmental delivery and any Minister for Education who did not take that
as a starting point for an assessment of education would certainly not be performing his duty
properly. There is a feeling in education circles which has existed for some time, not only in
this State but also in the other States, that not enough is being done to ensure the effective
and efficient achievement of that objective.
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I will point to four areas that require to be addressed in our education system. First, if one
looks at our schooling system one sees that there is excess space in some schools and a
shortage of space in others, particularly in the metropolitan area. One of the great issues
facing a Minister for Education when preparing the education budget each year is to get the
balance right between the new schools out in expanding suburbs and the old schools which
have buildings which are somewhat older and need attention and perhaps have more space
than the newer schools. Unfortunately, some of the old schools are built of bricks and mortar.
which makes it impossible to shift those education resources to precisely the areas where
they are needed; so we have excess space in some schools and a shortage of space in others.
The second matter is that there are some small schools in our education system. When
schools become so small it is impossible for them to deliver a good education program, a
decision must be made to move to a new system. We are looking, for example, this year at
the decision made in respect of the North Baandee Primary School where the enrolment has
fallen to six students. A lovely article appeared in The West Australian outlining an
interview with some of the children at that school. One of those children made the point that
he had no one to play football with at school. Part of education is the social experience of
the children involved. That young lad at the North Baandee Primary School was not getting
an adequate social experience and a decision was made, supported by the community, to
close that school. Such decisions are made each year.
The third aspect of our education system is that we must look at our expanding suburbs. We
see demand not only from the Government system but also the non-Government system for
schools in the newer suburbs. Recognition exists in the education system that we need to
provide a mechanism by which we can effectively deliver education to both Governnment and
non-Government sectors. This will require some sharing of facilities. We have seen some
good examples of this in local government where core facilities are provided for the local
authority and the school system which are shared between those two sectors.
Mr Shave: Do you know what [ did with youir bribe, the cheque you sent me the week before
the election? I sent it to the local P and C.
Dr GALLOP: That is good. We need to provide a cost effective delivery of new schools. If
one looks at the experience in other countries and States, particularly South Australia, one
sees an interesting experiment. For instance, the Golden Grove School has three schools on
the one site sharing facilities. These are initiatives we should examine in relation to oar
education system if we are to be responsible deliverers of a cost effective and relevant
education system.
The fourth area of concern in our schools which bears a relationship to the current pattern of
delivery is the fact that there are new issues on the agenda. There are higher retention rates
in years ItI and 12 which means that a wider range of programs is needed in upper secondary
schools. More students are staying at school so we need a wider range of programs. This
means that in some of the smaller schools in country areas where students are staying on to
years 11I and 12 the issue of how to deliver a good education system to those students must
be addressed.
Mr Shave: Are you still reading this speech?
Dr GALLOP: I am reading it from notes, as I would hope the member would when he
delivers a speech.
Several members interjected.
Dr GAJLLOP: The member for Melville has a poor impression of the Minister for Education.
I am sorry about that. I usually use a few notes when making speeches, but sometimes I do
not.
All of these issues need to be addressed. They are fundamental ones that will not go away.
Enrolments will not suddenly be static in our education system. Demographic changes will
not stop happening. Extra students will not suddenly cease to enter the upper secondary
system. Economic changes will not occur in particular regions to make the delivery of the
number of students to schools alter. As happens each year, a situation will arise in which
some small schools will have to be closed. This happens every year in the education system.
It is never easy and never a process welcomed by Ministers for Education when they have to
make such decisions.
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Pressures will continue to mount in our, system for a cost-effective delivery of the education
system. Given the existing pressures on education and the need to deliver a professional
development plan for our teachers, along with proper wages and a proper capital works
program in our education system, we have to be responsible and cost-effective deliverers of
the services. That is the general background to this issue of school renewal. It has been on
the agenda for some time and it is my concern that we deal with the issue in a responsible
manmer. There are two ways to tackle this issue.

Mr Macinnon: Which was the last school you renewed?

Dr GALLOP: One I recently visited was Parkwood Primary School.

Mr Macinnon: You did not renew it, you finished it after 10 years of building it!

Dr GALLOP: The Leader of the Opposition has no idea about education.

Mr Macinnon: It used to be in my electorate.

Dr GALLOP: The Leader of the Opposition is a narrow minded accountant who knows
nothing about education.

This issue can be approached in two ways. One can adopt the approach used by the former
Minister for Education in New South Wales and say, "We are interested in school
rationalisation," and start closing schools all over the place.

Mr Omodei: That is what you are doing now.

Dr GALLOP: That is not what we are doing.

The second approach that one can adopt to these major educational issues is a rational
approach to delivery of the education system.

Mr Clarko: Who dreamed up the word "renewal"?

Dr GALLOP: In South Australia the term "school improvement" is used, but we are using
the words "school renewal". The minds of members opposite are closed on this issue. They
are not interested in a rational debate about education and have not been interested in a
rational debate on any issue of concern in this State for some time.

Several members interjected.

Dr GALLOP: That is what we are talking about.

Mr Clarko: That is Orwetlian, to close a school is not renewal.

Dr GALLOP: There are two stages to the process. The first is to develop a proper policy
framework in this area. The second is to allow for a process of consultation with the
community. In developing a policy framework we decided that we needed to consult the
major players in the education game. The major player in that game, first and foremost is the
Western Australian Council Of State School Organisations.

Mr CiJ. Barnett: Do children not come first? Are children not the major players?

Dr GALLOP: Of course they are, but the representative of the parents of those children is
the Western Australian Council of State School Organisations, and that Organisation wil
certainly be part Of this process. The major trade unions involved in this area will also be
consulted, not simply the Teachers Union but also the Miscellaneous Workers Union and the
Civil Service Association.

The committee will be chaired by Hon John Halden from the Legislative Council. The
committee will take input, and I hope input will be provided, from people who are interested
in this issue, so that we can have an informed discussion about what the policies ought to be
in respect of school renewal in our society and, secondly, about what procedures should be
adopted when we follow up that program. We need to establish those procedures anyway
because every year, when we look at the delivery of education, school closures or
amalgamations occur. It would be good to have some feedback from the important players in
the delivery of education, who could provide advice on the procedures to be followed.

There is no question that there is a difference between country and metropolitan schools, and
I assume that the advice which will be given to us from that commnittee will reflect that
difference. The delivery of education in country areas requires a multifaceted approach,
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which involves local schools, hostels in major centres, the bus system, the distance education
system, and the School of the Air. The member for Roe is correct in saying that we cannot
apply a simple set of criteria right across the education system. Country schools are different
from metropolitan schools. Some of the criteria used in assessing this matter are the
projected enrolnents for the school system, any land development proposals which may exist
in a particular area, access to and walking distances from schools, access to bus services, the
operating costs which exist in the school system, and the social impact of any closure which
may be made in the school system. Those criteria must be applied sensitively and differently
in different areas. There is no question that country schools are different from metropolitan
schools and that our criteria for assessing the delivery of education must take that into
account; but we still have a responsibility to ensure that the delivery of education is cost
effective. I am absolutely staggered that members of the Opposition do not regard that as an
important principle which should be applied by any Minister for Education and by any
Government in determining how it will spend the over $1 billion spent in the area of
education.
Mr Omodei: Are country schools treated differently from city schools?
Dr GALLOP: Of course they are because if we look at the pattern of delivery of education in
our State and at the costs involved, we see that more money is spent per student in country
areas than is spent in the city. That is a reflection of the isolation of the country. This
Government does not run away from that commitment; indeed, I regard it as very important.
Mr Omodei interjected.
Dr GALLOP: I did nor write the headlines in The West Australian. I did not say this was a
program to attack country areas. Those headlines were written by the newspaper, not by me.
Mrt Shave: They were pretty accurate.
Dr GALLOP: They were not accurate. They were a total beat-up.
Several Opposition members interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I understand the strength of feeling on the Opposition
benches, but I cannot condone the stream of interjections that we are getting. It is just absurd
when one member is shouting and another member is shouting over that person in order to
make himself heard. I will not tolerate that. This debate should proceed in a more orderly
manner.
Dr GALLOP: There is no intention on the part of the Government to target country schools.
It is unfortunate that the debate in our community has tended to indicate that the Government
intends to target country areas, and I think many of the points made by the member for Roe
were underpinned by that assumption. We are talking about the overall improvement of our
education system in both metropolitan and non-metropolitan areas. All Governments must
adopt a responsible attitude to the delivery of services. Education services must be delivered
at a reasonable cost and with a guaranteed curriculum.
That leads me to the issue raised by the member for Roe about the composition of the
committee. We have achieved a balance on the commnittee. It will involve the major people
who are concerned about education. The committee will invite comment from the
community about the issues, and I hope that throughout the rest of this year the committee
will come up with a good set of guidelines and policies for the delivery of education which
can be taken on board by the Government next year. The Government has adopted a very
rational approach, unlike the approach that was adopted inNew South Wales..a number of
years ago.
'The member for Roe made the point that the Government should target other areas to achieve
savings in the Education budget. The member acknowledged that an effort had been made in
this year's budget to reduce the size of the central administrative arm of education and to
increase the commitment to the school level. The member acknowledged that this had
happened and that it was a good thing. It is true that 230 teaching staff will be deployed to
schools, and that Public Service staffing levels will be reduced by 130 by the normal process
of redeployment and attrition that occurs in our public sector. So the point made by the
member for Roe - namely, that we need to look at our administrative structures and the role
they play in education, and that we need to focus our attention on schools and on what they
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do - has been taken on board by the Government, and we agree with that as a general
principle.

We must achieve the right balance between central funrctions, such as curriculum
development, human resources, the general administrative support which is provided at the
centre, district offices, and local schools. We are always testing out, through our human
resources policies, precisely what is the right level of commnitment in terms of numbers of
people in those three levels. We will be concerned to see that in this year's budget we get
that allocation right. I agree with the member for Roe that this issue needs to be addressed,
and I believe we have addressed it this year. We have made a real effort to reduce the
administrative support systems in the delivery of education and to place more emphasis on
our school system.

The final point made by the member for Roe concerned duplication by the Federal and State
Governments in the delivery of education. That issue needs to be addressed, and the Premier
has been talking about that in the context of the productive discussions which are raking
place in Brisbane this week during the special Premiers' Conference. The member for Roe
knows that this issue concerns me, not only in the area of primary and secondary education
but also in the area of tertiary education. We need to promote many different values in this
area to guarantee a reduction of duplication, but in all honesty I do not think that issue should
be mixed up with this one because it is a long ternm issue and the principles involved are
somewhat different.
I will sumnmarise the points I want to make about this motion by saying, fir-st, that it is
incorrect to state that there has been an erosion of educational opportunities and services in
many areas. While four schools are being closed this year, that is part of a nonnal process by
which we consider the delivery of education.

Mr Macinnon: Atl of which your Governiment operates.

Dr GALLOP: Does the Leader of the Opposition oppose the closures we have made this
year? North Baandee, Coomberdale, the amalgamation of Karratha? Does he oppose them?
Does he oppose the closure of Cannel?

Mr Macinnon: I do not think Cannel is a good one.

Dr GALLOP: The Leader of the Opposition does not think that is a good idea? What about
the other three I have mentioned?
Mr MacKinnon: No.

Dr GALLOP: No rational debate is coming forward from the Opposition; members opposite
are not interested in a proper debate on matters of State in Western Australia. While four
schools will be closed at the end of this year as a result of declining enrolments, $55 million
will be spent on improving school buildings and facilities. That is what I call a part of the
process of school renewal. These include the new high school at Beldon.

Mr MacKinnon: What school have you renewed? Name one?

Dr GALLOP: Morawa District High School.

Mr Macinnon: Come on! They are only getting -

Dr GALLOP: Narembe en District High School; Toodyay District High School.

Mr MacKinnon: That is a maintenance program which is overdue.

Several members interjected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Dr GALLOP: I shall drive the point home. Gingin, Jurien, Morawa, Narambeen, Toodyay,
Pemberton, Harvey, Collie, Australind, Bunbury, Busselton and Broome. They are all in the
country areas and we are very proud of our commitments to those schools.

Mr MacKinnon: Pemberton! You are 12 years late.

Mr Blaikie: You did not give Busselton school the money it wanted and those people are
absolutely ropeable.

Dr GALLOP: I cannot believe this Opposition!
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Mr Blaikie: You had better believe it. Those people are ropeable about the parsimonious
way int which they have been treated.
Dr GALLOP: Members opposite opposed the financial institutions duty last week. The
Leader of the Opposition says that we can quickly remove the payroll tax from our State.
Members opposite are economic illiterates. The member for Cottesloc. must be embarrassed
by his colleagues.
It is inaccurate to describe the school renewal steering committee as being politically driven.
The Government has taken great care to ensure that all interested groups, including parents,
will be represented on that committee. Thirdly, the school renewal steering commnittee will
be charged with examining the standard and availability of educational opportunities which
should be maintained throughout Western Australia. This will include not merely the
provision of schools but the standard of curriculum available to students. That will be very
much on the agenda.
Fourthly, substantial cost savings are already in the process of being achieved in the Ministry
of Education administration. The central and district offices will experience reductions in
staffing over this financial year, so we are actually meeting that objective of the. Opposition's
motion.
Fifthly, the removal of areas of duplication between State and Commonwealth Governments
in education is something to which the Government is already giving its attention. I hope to
continue that discussion, I have done so trough the media this year, and I intend to continue
the discussion in the context in the Australian Education Council meeting later this year.
Sixthly, any savings which may be achieved through the school renewal program will be
applied to our schooling system. That is a very strong commnitment from our Government in
respect of schools. I refer to the system which has existed in South Australia since 1987,
where $11 million has gone into that schooling system through amalgamations, and in some
cases closures. That indicates a real commitment.
Finally, in this examination of the provision of education I ant certain that the committee will
he mindful of the particular needs of rural students and rural communities, as has the
Government and as I have been as a Minister. There is no way the member for Roe can
complain about the delivery of services to the schools in his electorate. We can consider
Pingrup and Ravensthorpe as two examples.
This Government is mindful of the needs of country people. The problems of distance and
the spread of population mean that the policies of the provision of schools which apply in the
metropolitan area are not appropriate in rural areas. I can reassure members of this
Parliament and members of the community that in the mind of this Government the special
needs of rural communities will be taken into account.
MR THOMPSON (Darling Range) [4.04 pm]: I am mindful of the fadt that an
arrangement has been made to wind up this debate very smartly, so I shall not take up too
much time. As one who has quite clearly taken a lead in the subject of school closures and
school rationalisation, I would have thought it appropriate to have been invited, or at least
consulted, before the arrangements behind the Chair were made.
The intended closure of Cannel School is something which came to light as a result of a
question I asked in this House. I notice in the editorial in this morning's The West Auntradan
that my involvement would appear to reflect rather badly on the Minister. I want to say in
the Minister's defence that the circumstances pertaining to that were these: The parents of
the children at the Cannel Primary School, recognising that there would be a fall in
enrobnents next year, asked the Ministry if they could retain their year three children next
year and thus have a school going to year four. That request went to the Ministry some
weeks ago. As time rolled on, these parents became somewhat concerned about the future of
the school; not in so far as its continuing, but about what would happen regarding year four.
They asked me, in a letter I received on Friday, if I would take some action on their behalf.
[ wrote immediately to the Minister and spoke to him on the Tuesday. The Minister revealed
to me that it was his intention to close the school. I said to him that I thought it inapropriate
for him to make that announcement in advance of his visiting the district, which is proposed
to take place in a week or two. To his credit, the Minister said it would be unfair to the
parents of the kids at that school for himn, having made the decision, not to announce it. In
A18201-10

6963



point of fact it was the Minister's decision to make that announcement. I said I would raise
the mailer by way of question without notice, and that is how the decision was released to the
community.

The Minister really has been made to appear to be something of a villain in this case. If he is
a villain, it is not because he announced the decision in the way that he did - and that is what
some people are saying. I believe there should have been some consultation with the parents
on the matter. However, the Minister's judgment was that it was inappropriate for him in the
circumstances, bearing in mind that his departmental people knew the decision, and bearing
in mind the fact that Governent departments leak like sieves and that the information
ultimately got through to the community. In fairness to the community he made the
announcement mn the House.

We cannot have it both ways. We cannot ask Governments to reduce taxation and charges,
and at the same time continue to provide the level of services, or even an expanded level of
services, without from time to time making an assessment of the cost of those services to the
community. Although I regret that this program of rationalisation will mean that some
schools may have to close, in fairness to the taxpaying community, the Government needs to
look at the delivery of its respective services from time to time and come to a mature
decision about how those services should continue to be delivered.

Carmel school provides a unique opportnity for the education of the students who go there.
The parents have indicated that the school should continue to operate. However, I am told by
a number of people in education circles that the conditions that prevailed when Carmel was
pennitted to retain students in years one to three have changed. I have been told that the
expectation of parents of children attending schools has risen rather dramatically. For
instance, the expectation at each primary school is that a well-equipped library resource
centre will be available, that covered assembly areas and a host of other facilities will be
provided - those facilities that were never a part of education in the early 1970s. The
community expectation now is quite different. Communities need to have an appreciation of
changing standards when they look at the future of their schools.

In the interests of the people I represent, I support the view that the Cannel Primary School
should continue to operate. However, at the same time the community needs to debate the
quality of services they expect. If small schools are to continue, the community those
schools serve should understand that probably a different approach should be taken. The
people of Cannel made a judgment that they would prefer to retain that style of school
notwithstanding that the buildings are shoddy by any standard and that they lack many of the
facilities of the larger schools reasonably close by. The judgment of the people of Cannel is
that the quality of education at that school is superior to that offered at other schools. If that
indication is given to the committee about to be set up by the Minister, that committee should
take into account the opinions of those people. It is totally inappropriate for someone at the
centre of the education system to make a judgment regarding the level of service to be
provided by the schools. The Government cannot have it both ways. It cannot say that on
the one hand it wants community involvement, it wants the community to make judgments
regarding what they expect at schools, and on the other hand ignore that input. When a
community such as the Cannel community wishes its school to continue despite its
recognition that other schools have superior facilities, the Government should not ignore
those judgments. If the Government is dinkumn in its desire for feedback from the
community and dinkum about school-based decision making it has to accept that it should
accede to the wishes of people such as those at the Carmel Primary School.

MR FRED TUBBY (Roleystone) [4.13 pm]: The Minister for Education and the member
for Darling Range mentioned the irresponsibility of refusing to acknowledge the need for
increases in taxation flowing from the expected additional expenditure in the education area.
I remind both the Minister for Education and the member for Darling Range that over the
past seven years this State has lost an enormous amount of money as a result of its WA Inc
exercises. The State is committed to continuing expenditure in this area for the next four to
five years. Had the Government not wasted that money it would not need to consider closing
schools such as Carnmel. It would not need to worry about minor works and maintenance at
schools; these would be a secondary considerations. The money was available but it has
been wasted.
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The Government says that it represents voodoo economics to oppose increased taxes and
charges in an attempt to make up for the WA Inc losses. However, the Government still
expects that schools will be properly maintained and remain open. We will never allow the
Minister for Education to forget the $1 billion die Government has wasted. This State cannot
afford to waste $1 billion and not expect cutbacks. We pin the situation on the Minister
because the Government has been isresponsible over the past seven years, As a result, the
Minister stands in this place and lists on his fingers -12 schools which will be upgraded. In
this State we have 761 primary, secondary, and education support units. If each school were
to receive an upgrading over the next 10 years and beyond, the programmed maintenance
would runi to 76 schools. The Minister would not have enough fingers on which to count.
Next year another 76 schools would require maintenance and so on for the following 10
years. To do less is irresponsible because we shall be allowing the rundown of capital assets.
Dr Gallop: You are a joke.
Ms FRED TUB BY: It is no joke. If the Government does not upgrade 76 schools every year
for the next 10 years, those schools will fall outside the 10 year limit for maintenance. As
soon as the 10 year limit is reached, it is necessary to spend more money.
Mr Kobelke: The last Liberal Government was irresponsible, by the member's definition.
Mr FRED TUBBY: Under the previous Government, schools were repaired every seven to
10 years. Now the Minister lists 12 out of 761 schools this year.
Dr Gallop: That is a rubbish argument.
Mr FRED TTJBBY: It is not. The Minister should sit down and work it out. How many
schools should be repaired each year for 10 years? A Rhodes Scholar should be able to work
it out.
I refer now to renewals. This is a misnomer. The tenns of reference in the newspaper
included closures and amalgamations. Where is the renewal process in that? The Minister is
talking about rationalisation; that is, he is talking about cutting costs because the money has
been blown.
Setting up a committee to consider the issues is a waste of time. The planning section of the
Ministry of Education for the last 50 to 70 years has been aware of the available 'data. For
instance, that section makes use of the births and marriages statistics and figures from the
Australian Bureau of Statistics, together with information from the town planning and local
government authorities. All this information is used and the planning section knows exactly,
almost to the child, how many children will reside in certain areas at a certain tune.
Therefore, it is known whether schools should be built, amalgamated or closed. We do not
need a comnmittee to do that. The Ministry of Education already contains experts who have
been doing the job for years.
The Minister for Education needs courage to make hard decisions. I do not knock the
Minister for closing small country schools whose numbers drop below 10 students because
the children will not receive the best education in these cases. This has always been the case;
it would not be economical to keep open such schools. However, I will knock the Minister
when he decides to close schools such as Cannel where 30 children attend. Those schools
are good and efficient schools. I know they cost a little more but in country schools small
numbers of students attend. I have taught at similar schools and they are excellent schools.
By setting up such a committee the Government puts the fear of God into schools because
they think they will be investigated by such a committee. That threat should not exist. The
planning section of the-Ministry of Education-is able to-do this and advise the Minister
accordingly. The Minister should know 12 months in advance that numbers will drop at
particular schools. The economics of the situation should be explained to those schools and a
decision made- The Minister should not pass the buck to a comm-ittee. If he does, the
Minister will be abdicating his responsibility.
MR AINSWORTH (Roe) [4.19 pm]: I have long held the belief that important issues such
as education should not be the subject of a party political debate so much as an area for a
bipartisan approach. Nothing in the motion condemns the current Government. The motion
acknowledges the erosion of educational opportunities. As outlined by previous speakers,
those areas include capital works which have not taken place in schools. I acknowledge, as

6965



the Minister has mentioned, that some expenditure items have been targeted for my
electorate. For that I am grateful. However, that is part of a long list of necessities, not
luxuries. That allocation only fulfils part of the requirement.
It is important to look at the basis of the motion. The motion intended to take politics from
the argument. Investigations into what is correct for schools and what will deliver the best
education opportunity in the classroom should not be a matter involving party political
games. We are keen to have a commnittee set up which does not include a member of
Parliament as the chairperson, and which does not include other organisations which do not
have a role in the process. The Opposition is open to suggestions about the make-up of the
committee, but it should not be chaired by a politician. Politicians are irrelevant in that
instance. They can set up the committee in the first place, but they must then step aside and
let the committee take an independent view of the processes involved and advise the Minister
accordingly. That is the only political intervention that should take place.
The second point about the motion is that at no time does it mention school closures per se.
Certainly every speaker, including me, has talked about school closures because that is what
prompted the motion. It was not put forward to censure the Government for closing schools.
Everyone would acknowledge the instances where it is absolutely imperative to close schools
for the wellbeing of students, and particular cases have been aired today.
Int reaching such a decision it is imperative that full consultation take place between all the
parties concerned, from the ministry through to the students. Our complaint is that that has
not occurred, which is apparently the case with the closure of the Cannel school, not the fact
that some closures are mooted. As I said before, we do accept that some closures will take
place. They should not take place speedily; they should take place after prolonged
negotiations, and those involved must have time to adjust. However, neither of those things
appears to have occurred with the Carnmel school.
A number of the issues that the Minister raised, including funding of salaries, impinge upon
the provision of education, but do not come under the criteria addressed by this motion. We
acknowledge the significant expenditure increases in the Budget to fund salaries. That is not
an unreasonable expectation given the difficulties under which teachers currently work and
the community's expectations of them, which is far greater than in the past. Fair reward for
that extra effort is not unjust or unreasonable. To bring that into the debate on this motion is
dodging the issue to some degree.
This motion seeks to put into place a non-party political group which represents the broad
cross section of the community and which will address the issues of education opportunities,
maintaining the availability of those opportunities, identifying cost savings that can be made,
ensuring that any funds saved go back at the classroom level where education occurs, and
returning the control of education to the State rather than to have it split between the State
and the Federal Government. I acknowledge the point made by the Minister - and I did refer
to this - that the scope of this committee is not so broad as to look at the retumn of tertiary
education and the argument about tertiary funding. I mentioned that because I felt it was
somewhat to one side, but still relevant to debate. It is a policy principle that goes across all
the boundaries of education from preprirnary to tertiary. However, it was not one of the
prime objects of the motion.
In conclusion, I hope this motion is supported on the basis that it is not a censure of the
Government, but a way of changing in some small way the emphasis of a committee that has
already-been set up. It will remove any overtones of political expediency or intervention in
the process which prevails at present because the chairperson is a politician. These issues
need addressing in a non-party political, bipartisan manner with comimunity input at the right
level and with consultation over a period so that dislocations and disruptions and concerns
within the community are minimnised.
If the motion is taken in the spirit in which it was moved it will not be judged on party
political lines, but on the basis that it is put forward to benefit education as a whole. I would
find it very difficult to believe that any politician, Government or party could vote against
such a motion.
Question put and a division taken with the following result -
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Ayes (2 1)
Mr Ainsworth
Mr C.J. Daront
Mr Bradshaw
Mr axko
Mr Court
MrsEdwaides

Mrs Beggs
Mr' Bridge
Mrs Buchanan
NI' Cur
Mr Catania
Mr Cunninghamn
NI'Donovan

Mr Lewis
Mr MaCinnon
Mr Mcifee
Mr Mensaros
Mr Minson
Mr Nicholls

Dr Edwards
Dr Gallop
Mr Grill
Mrs Henderson
My Gordon Hill
Mr Kobelke
Mr Leahy

Mr Onodei
Mr Shave
Mr Strckad
Mr' Thompson
Mr Fred Tubby
Dr Turnbull

Noes (26)
Mr Marlborough
Mr McGinty
Mr Pearce
Mr Read
Mr Ripper
Mr D.L. Smith
Mr P.1. Smith

Mr waftt
Mr Wie
Mr Blaikie (Teller)

Mr Taylor
MiThomas
Mr Troy
Dr Watson
Mrs Watkins
(7Teller)

Pairs
Mr Kierath
Mr Grayden
Mr House

Dr Lawrence
Mr Wilson
Mr Grahamn

Question thus negatived.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS DUTY AMENDMENT BILL
Returned

Bill returned from the Council with an amendment.

MOTION - SELECT COMMITTEE ON YOUTH NEEDS AND PROBLEMS
Appointment

MR STRICKLAND (Scarborough) [4.31 pm]: I move -

That this House appoints a Select Committee to inquire into the needs and problems
facing youth on the following terms of reference -

(1) an investigation and analysis of Government, private and community
programmes currently operating and to include the areas of employment and
training, education, health, community services, and law and order;

(2) an assessment of areas of need currently not being addressed;
(3) the criteria by which a young person in crisis can be identified as being at

risk;

(4) the extent to which youth programmes have the potential to proactively
address problems before they escalate,

(5) the extent and manner in which these programmes should be supported by
Governent;

(6) to assess recommendations of the Burdekin report and its appropriateness or
otherwise; and

(7) to make recommendations as considered necessary to enhance the
development of youth and their future.

My wife and 1, the member for Marangaroo and his wife, many other concerned adults, and
about 75 youth, perhaps in crisis and potentially at risk, attended an Insearch youth camp last
weekend. This camp was quite a moving experience for me and it became a catalyst which
caused me to focus on what I regard as a fundamental problem in our community. Members
in this House will all be aware of this problem, and many will have the perception that the
problems of youth are escalating. I gave much thought to this problem, not only during the
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course of the camp but also afterwards. It made me think about what I could do as an
individual to assist, and the result is the motion before the House. This motion was drafted
on Monday, put before the shadow Cabinet in the party room ts week and is now before the
House. I appreciate the opportunity that has been given to accelerate the debate of this
motion.

Mr Lewis: It is an excellent initiative.

Mit STRICKLAND: I thank the member for Applecross. I asked my secretary yesterday to
get me some background material from my files. I could spend 30 minutes reading headlines
from newspapers and suggestions from members in this House, people who work in the
Public Service, and community leaders involved in these problems. I will not do that
because I believe every member in this House is conscious of the problem which needs to be
addressed.
Those of us who, prior to becoming members of Parliament, were teachers or involved in
work with youth are probably even more conscious that this is not just a problem of today;
this problem has been with us for a long time. 1 will explain later in my address why the
time has come to get the Parl iament to focus on the problems of youth in a particular manner.
The camp was attended by Mr Peter Fitzpatrick who is President of the Civil Rehabilitation
Council of Western Australia. I would like to put on record extracts from the annual report
of that organisation's Outcare program in 1990. Firstly -

The problems associated with crime and punishment in our community will only be
solved by identifying long term strategies formulated by people with cool heads and a
capacity to identify the real issues.

The second quote is -

The ultimate objective for any system of justice must be to ensure that offenders
eventually return to a productive life in the communtity. The only other alternative to
this is to accept a huge financial drain on the community by maintaining a large and
essentially unproductive prison population.

Those are wise words, and when reflecting on what could be done about this problem I came
to the belief that it should be taken as much as possible out of the political arena and that a
bipartisan approach should be adopted. That is the reason I am asking the House to appoint a
Select Commuittee. That is one vehicle available to this House to further a bipartisan
approach. The appointment of a Select Committee, which can tackle this fundamental
community problem away from the heat of the Parliament, can only enhance the focus
needed to address this problem. It will enhance the consistency of direction which also is
needed. Members must be able to sit around a table, take evidence, think about that
evidence, and gradually evolve the necessary strategy to address the problem.
A bipartisan approach will also enhance a commitment by every member of every party in
this House to the necessary measures to address the problem. In my career in public office
the difference between making a decision and making a commitment to a decision has
become apparent. It is absolutely essential to get commitment to a decision. The way to
ensure that the decision will be put into action over a period is by getting everyone involved.
When people have participated and are part of the process they develop a sense of ownership,
and hence a commitment. That is the long term way to go to get every party, through its
representation on a Select Committee, involved in the process. From that will come a
commnitment to whatever decisions are made. It is very easy to sit on either side of the House
and in the heat of the moment to take part in political point scoring exercises. In fact,
everything said in this House has a degree of relevance and truth.
I hope I can indicate later that many answers can be provided because we are dealing with
people and their problems and people, of course, are different from one another. I would like
to place on record a little information from a research document supplied to me by
Mr Fitzpatrick, who is President of the Civil Rehabilitation Council of Western Australia,
and also the Executive Director of the Law Society of Western Australia. The paper, entitled
"Implications of Criminal Career Research for the Prevention of Offending', was presented
to dhe British Institute of Criminology in July 1989. The author is a David P. Farrington. I
consider this information is relevant as does Mr Fitzpatrick who was good enough to supply
it to me. I am conscious of the time so I will limit the amount of material I place on record.
To quote from the paper -
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... the typical offender tends to provide the same kind of deprived and disrupted
family background for his own children that he himself experienced, thus
perpetuating from one generation to the next a range of social problems of which
offending is only one element.

That is an important result from scientific research. The research is part of the "Cambridge
Study in Delinquent Development" and covers a sample of more than 400 males spanning a
24-year period involving ages from eight years to 32 years. Eight interviews were held with
the boys and yearly interviews were held with parents while the boys were at school.
Teacher questionnaires were carried out and a range of information was collected which
gives credibility to the paper. A further quote is as follows -

One of the most important findings was that the worst offenders at each age differed
significantly from the remainder in many respects.

I will not provide details of all those respects, but they are what one would perceive as the
typical differences between offenders and non-offenders. The study continues -

It was concluded that there was an antisocial personality that arose in childhood and
persisted into the teenage years, when it manifested itself in a variety of types of
deviant behaviour, including offending. Hence, offending was only one element of a
much larger syndrome of anti social behaviour.

Further on it is stated -

*... persons who commit offences tend also to commit other types of deviant or anti
social behaviour, suggesting that the key underlying theoretical construct may be an
"anti social personality". There is considerable continuity over time in relative levels
of both offending and anti social behaviour.

The paper continues -

Potential offenders can be identified at an early age with a reasonable degree of
accuracy...

Early prevention efforts that reduce crime will probably also reduce alcohol abuse,
drunk driving, drug abuse, sexual promiscuity and family violence and probably also
school failure, unemployment, marital disharmony and divorce. It is clear from this
research that problem children tend to grow up into problem adults and that problem
adults tend to produce problem children. A major effort to tackle the problem of anti
social personality and its numerous manifestations is urgently needed.

I am sure every member of the House could relate to those quotes. Young males in our
society are not much different from the study group mentioned in the paper.

The other aspect of the motion which calls for an investigation and analysis of Government,
private and community programs is an initial and necessary mechanism to examine the
present situation. I am reasonably new to this House, but I believe that not one member or
one Minister would have a good handle on all the youth programs taking place in
Government, in the community and in private.

Mr D.L. Smith: I am very close to it.

MVr STRICKLAND: I concede that the Minister would be close to having a handle on the
situation. I have a copy of the directory of services for young people which is full of various
organisations with involvement in youth programs. The time has come to ask what those
organisations are doing. Are they overlapping each other's programs? Do some programs
stand- out from others? It is important we find out whether they are successful and for whom
the programs are most suited. I have also learned in life that when a problem is first
identified, it is easy to see it from a narrow viewpoint and to jump in and solve it. For
example, while working in education I was a member of a timetable committee. At one of
the first meetings, at which the other members arrived early and I arrived five minutes late,
the other members said that they had solved the problem by recommending a six-period day
for the school timetable. I suggested we should spend some time examining the problem
because their solution may not necessarily be the correct one.

Those members familiar with schools will realise that people who were involved in practical
Subjects enjoyed double periods in order that they could conduct their subjects more easily.
The six-period day, therefore, seemed to be favoured over a five-period day. After spending
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more than a trm examining the problem, the teachers unanimously accepted a five-period
day because they had learned of the wider problems surrounding the issue. A Select
Committee is responsible for having a jolly good look at problems in order to be able to
recommend appropriate solutions. The second part of my motion also addresses that aspect
by recommending that the committee reflect on the spectrum of the problem so that an
assessment can be made about whether areas of need are being addressed and whether they
may be addressed in a more concrete manner.

The third part of my motion refers to the criteria by which a young person in crisis can be
identified as being at risk. I spent 27 years in the classroom, and many things changed
during that time. One of the changes was the introduction of behaviour management as
opposed to the use of the cane. I must admit that my participation in behaviour management
has made me a more positive person than I was previously. The behaviour management
programs that operate in schools have had remarkable success. However, their success is
limited because in every school there are students who display antisocial behaviour, who are
not attuned to education, and who do not want to participate. In other words, there is a core
of students whom that program cannot address. In recent years, schools have come a long
way in adjusting the content and delivery of their programs to better accommodate not only
the bright intellectual students, who want to go on to academia, but also the full range of
students in the middle level, as it were, and also at the bottom end. The students who are not
being catered for are those who have learning difficulties and who would be seen to be
disruptive, and so on. So given that theme is a real problem, this program may be one way to
go. It came to my attention at the camp that some marvellous work was being done at
Belmont High School, and the member for Marangaroo may speak later and may be able to
make some comment about that.

I would like to place on record, for the benefit of members, some details about the Youth
lnsearch program. Youth Insearch Foundation (Aust) is a registered charity, which is
incorporated in New South Wales. The primary source of funding to assist in the running of
the foundation is by way of donations from people in the community, and the donations
made to the foundation are tax deductible. Caring people in the community also donate their
time to the foundation. The Youth lnsearch document says -

The Youth Insearch Project is a programnme of bringing together emotionally
distressed and concerned young people from various socio-economic backgrounds in
hostel-type accommodation in a tranquil, bushland environment which provides them
with the opportunity to interact in an atmosphere of care and support.

The Youth Insearch Camps are designed and run by youth who have been participants
in earlier camps and who have "graduated' to a leadership role. These leaders are
ideally suited to their role, as they have shared experiences and feelings in common
with the camp participants on a range of issues. The camp content includes
communication, trust, self-esteem, sexuality, interpersonal relationships and
relaxation. The camps are facilitated by a small group of supportive adults.

The document continues by saying that participants -

..are encouraged to openly and franly discuss personal issues concerning them
with their peers ... camps are "problem-solving" exercises.

The document continues by saying that there is a post-camp follow up and there are regular
support group meetings at a stated venue in each individual project, and that individual
problems requiring specialised counselling are referred to appropriate services. This ensures
continuity of the program. In essence, the basis of the foundation is to work with youth,
through their peer support group, with the goal of preventing or reducing their level of crime
and their use of drugs, and their incessant despair and alienation from society. It is a very
simple concept, based on love, caring and trust, to enable young people to deal with reality
and to learn or modify positive personal and social values.

My wife and 1, as participants in that camp, agreed to keep confidential many of the things
which occurred, but I can report that it was a moving experience. We were disappointed that
the 10 minute program on television did not convey our 32 hours of emotional experience.
That is a pity because I believe we witnessed and participated in a program which has great
potential to drag out from within those young people many of the problems they have deep
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inside them. That is an essential element in enabling them to solve their problems, think
about positive things, and get on with their lives.

I am aware that other members of this Parliament have indicated a desire to participate in this
program. I can only encourage them to do that because that is the only way they will
understand what is going on. I am conscious that other members want to speak on this
motion, so I will conclude by saying to the Government that it is my understanding that there
is some acceptance of the motion that this House appoint a Select Committee. It would be
my desire in offering my services to that committee to devote as much time as possible to
coming to grips with and helping to find a consistent and real solution to which members of
Parliament can relate. I am not one of those theoretical nuts who believes we can solve all
the problems of the world. We must be very practical. We are dealing with people, and in
every program there are successes and failures, but we as members of Parliament can
become aware of the different programs, and in doing that we can assist people who are in
crisis or at risk to find the best pathway to help them. If we can achieve that, and if we can
break this cycle - and that is what the research is all about - and help some of these young
people to find a more positive pathway in life, we may achieve a long term minimisation of
the problems which we have all experienced and which we must pay our taxes to contain.

MRS EDWARDES (Kingsley) [4.59 pm]: I second the motion. The terms of reference
outlined in the motion refer very clearly to the underlying issues and causes which confront
delinquent children, those who go through the juvenile system, those who cannot cope, those
who commit suicide, or those who use drugs or alcohol. Those are the children who we hope
will form part of our future and it is very important that we, as members of Parliament, take
the matter seriously and clearly identify and examine those problems and needs, and ensure
that the programs presently in place are being coordinated between the various areas of
interest so that our youth get the maximum benefit from their lives; because if we can
improve their quality of life, the quality of life of their families and the community will
improve.

I am sure this House would recognise that I have been involved with youth for many years in
various activities - as a sponsor of youth who are members of Youth Swap, as a support
worker on the YMCA mobile bus, and by being very much involved with the Warwick
Church of Christ Chip-Inn. Often I go down to the shopping centres or the parks in my
electorate and talk to the youth there; often I have them up here for supper. What the
member for Scarborough said is true - it is care, love and compassion for which our youth are
really calling out.

There are many influences and I understand that theme will be no single solution. I am on the
record as stating that six out of 10 children who go through the juvenile court system have a
specific learning disability, and that I believe the present education system is not doing
enough for those children at a sufficiently early age. I am also on the record as stating that
homelessness of children cannot be resolved by money alone. These problems are often
associated with violence, whether domestic violence or child abuse.

A paper I read recently quoted the United States President's Commission on Law
Enforcement and the Administration of Justice, and I want to quote a statement from that
paper, as follows -

It is inescapable that juvenile delinquency is directly related to conditions bred by
poverty. The Commission doubts that even a vastly improved criminal justice system
can substantially reduce crimne if society fails to make it possible for each of its
citizens to feel a persona] stake in it - in the good life that it can provide and in the
law and order that are prerequisites to such a life.

I am very pleased to support the motion moved by the member for Scarborough, and I am
pleased that the Government also will support the formation of this Select Committee. It is
extremely important, not only for me personally but also for this place and, more
importantly, for our youth. In an increasingly complex society it would be a delusion to
believe that the answers to the problems and the needs of our youth will be simple. They
will not; but this is one way we can arrest some of the problems they are facing.

MR D.L. SMITH (Meitchell - Minister for Community Services) 15.03 pm]: The
Government was first given notice of the intention of the member for Scarborough to move

6971



this motion last evening. I suppose whenever an Opposition member seeks to do something
pro-active in regard to setting up a Select Committee the initial reaction of Governments too
often is to simply decline the offer and defeat the motion. However, this motion represents
such a substantial departure from the traditional Opposition attitude on this issue chat one
must be in a very receptive frame of mind in considering it.

Mr Lewis: Are you saying everything the Opposition does is wrong?
Mr D.L. SMITH: No, I am simply saying that the member for Scarborough and the member
for Kingsley have made speeches which show a sharp contrast to the speeches in this place
which were consistently made by the former member for Cottesloc as the former spokesman
for the Opposition on matters of this kind; and I really believe that we on this side of the
House should welcome that change and should not simply deal with the motion on the basis
of boasting about the quality of the things we have done. As the member for Scarborough
has indicated, there is a directory of youth services which is extremely long and very
descriptive of the whole range of things that the Federal and State Governments have done to
support young people.
I suppose one other reason why I initially had some reservations about the motion was that I
had the impression that the mnember for Scarborough had been to a Youth Insearch weekend
and had been very moved by what he and his wife experienced during that weekend, so he
sat down and penned off some terms of reference in response to what he had experienced. It
concerned me in a way that those terms of reference did not embrace a number of key issues,
and that there has not been any consultation with experts in the field about what those terms
of reference should be. However, I must say that the member for Scarborough was not the
only member who mtended the Youth Insearch weekend. Several members on this side of
the House have attended, including the members for Marangaroo and Peel, and certainly the
Minister for Health, Hon Keith Wilson, has been quite involved in finding funding for the
Youth Insearch program. As well, a member of the other place, Hon Cheryl Davenport, has
been to two of the Youth TInsearch weekends. Those members also were very moved by their
experiences and have expressed to me their very keen desire to be involved in the formation
of policy and in the supervision and assessment of existing programs to see what more can be
done for young people.
It is trite to say chat young people are our future and that without young people who are
capable of taking over the reins and helping to build a better, stronger and more secure
Australia this country has no future at all. It is also trite to say that in the sort of democracy
we claim to have in Australia these should be equality of opportunity between all young
people and that people in our community, especially young people, should not be deprived of
developing fuly the skills and potential they have because of some special disadvantage. As
the motion indicates, there are among our young people a number of people who can be
considered at risk in a number of ways, and those factors which put them at risk really
disadvantage them in terms of that equality of opportunity to which all Australians would
aspire. Those factors need to be fully assessed, and we need to have programs and services
which are geared, if not to eliminating those factors, then at least to making sure that the
disadvantage all those young people suffer is made up and that they are given a much fairer
opportunity to become the sorts of Australians we would want all our sons and daughters to
become.
In that context I think the response of the Government today should not be a political one but
should be one of taking up the bipartisan way in which the motion has been moved. It is
noteworthy, for instance, that the motion does not seek to be critical of the Government or of
any service providers or bureaucracies; it simply sets out in broad terms a number of matters
which are of concern to the member for Scarborough. I intend to move an amendment to the
motion, which will still have the effect of appointing a Select Conmmittee but nonetheless will
rewrite the terms of reference, including those which have been suggested by the member for
Scarborough but add to them a number of specific items of special concern to me as Minister
and which I know to be of concern to people in the field. That amendment is not meant to
detract in any way from the service the member for Scarborough has done in bringing
forward the motion, but simply will make sure that the committee's terms of reference direct
dhe commaittee to some of the particular problems being experienced in this area.
However, it is necessary for me to say that in many respects the committee will be
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re-examining issues which have been examined many times before. When this Government
came to office it arranged for Professor Brian Hill to carry out a major inquiry, and that
inquiry resulted in the establishment of the Youth Affairs Bureau and the Ministerial
Advisory Committee on Youth Affairs. A number of other committees have also been
established in the juvenile justice area, such as the juvenile justice advisory council, the
youth hometessness response committee, the police-youth liaison committee, and the policy
forums on HIV and young people, and a number of departmental reviews of service delivery
have been undertaken. The Burdekin report has been issued, and a recent review of youth
accommodation and assistance programs has been undertaken. Also, a total review of all
welfare programs was commissioned by a previous Minister for Community Services, and
this became known as the Carter report. A number of special committees have been
established through the Youth Affairs Bureau to look at special issues. These have involved
the Department of Employment and Training, the Department for Community Services and a
number of other departments or agencies. All these agencies have had an interest in
developing an overview which has resulted in a great number of youth services being
developed.
However, this is not the timne for the Governent to be defensive about its record; it is time
to extend its hand in a bipartisan way to accept the best of motives coming from members
opposite. The Government accepts that along with the service providers and others in the
youth sector who are aware of the problem, it is critically important that this Parliament
contain members who can speak in an authoritative manner about the problems of young
people and the kind of services which are provided to them. Members need to be aware of
the kind of changes which need to be made to those services, and, where gaps are identified,
which new services can be developed. One of the problems of being the Minister for
Community Services, Or the Minister for Youth, is that one is constantly meeting with people
who have magnificent solutions if only they were provided with enough money for their
program. It is difficult to sit down with somebody for 20 minutes, to read the
documentation, to have some departmental officer consider what has been offered and to
then make a decision on what sort of Government support should be given to those programs
and the way the support should be administered. Programs such as Insearch and
VisionQuest - the Roy Walker-type proposals - are suggested from time to time; there are
hundreds of similar programs, such as the teen challenge program, which come across my
desk. It is difficult to allocate the time needed to these proposals. I hope that one thing
which the committee will do is address itself to programs such as the ones to which I have
referred. I hope that the committee will give the Goverrnent and the Parliament advice
about which of those programs would be most suitable for Government funding.
The matter before the House is of extreme importance. I was a little concerned that the
member for Scarborough was addressing himself to the 'at risk' children who, through
misbehaviour, are headed for the juvenile. justice system. That is not the only 'at risk'
category we should be examining. We should look at all the 'at risk' categories which may
lead young people to not take full advantage of family support, education, trining and
employment opportunities or the general opportunities which provide the skills needed for
the child to become a mature, sophisticated adult and by which he or she may lead a happy
and fufilling life. To that extent, I will also move an amendment to direct the attention of
the commrittee to examine the broader categories of, as well as the specific, 'at risk' children
rather than just those in the juvenile justice system.
The terms of reference proposed by the member for Scarborough also do not address one of
the unfortunate facts;, that is, that Aboriginal children in our community are particularly at
risk. We need to address the consequences of that for Aboriginal people. We must ask what
we can do as a community to ensure that the factors which cause this high incidence of
problems are reduced. Another issue which cannot be addressed in the present terms of
reference is that of coordination. During my time as the Minister for Community. Services I
have been involved with people who have misbehaved at a time well before they find
themselves before the juvenile courts. If we try to deal with the problem once they reach the
court stage, we will never solve the problem. Most young people start on their path of
misbehaviour and disadvantage at the preschool stage. Those likely to be disadvantaged later
can be identified at the first and second year of primary school. We need coordination
between the Department for Community Services and the Ministry of Education to ensure
that preventive measures can be applied at that stage. [ will add a further term of reference
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which will seek to improve the coordination, especially between the Ministry of Education,
the Health Department, the Department for Community Services and the Police Force.

Amendment to Motion
Mr DL. SMITrH: Having won the cooperation of members opposite, and as members
opposite spoke briefly to allow others to speak, [ will get on with the business of explaining
my amendment to the motion. I move that the motion be amended as follows -

To delete all words after "facing" with a view to inserting the following -

children and young people with the following temis of reference -

(a) To determine the definition and/or criteria by which children and
young persons can be identified as being at risk in terms of their
physical welfare, family ties, education, employment or future
employment, training, accommodation and behaviour;

(b) to identify the factors which cause children and young people to be at
risk;

(c) to investigate and evaluate Government, private and community
programs currently operating in the areas of Family Mediation,
Employment and Training, Education, Health, Community Services
and preventative Juvenile Justice Programs which are targeted at
'at risk' children or young people or aimned at preventing them
becoming at risk;

(d) to determine the extent of co-ordination between these programs and
the agencies providing them and the means by which co-ordination
might be improved;

(e) an assessment of areas of need currently not being addressed and to
have special regard to program or proposed programmes such as the
Vision Quest Program, In Search and the proposals made by Roy
Walker to ascertain whether these or other new programs might play a
part in addressing the needs of 'at risk' children and young people;

(f) to determine the extent to which existing and potential youth programs
might proactively address problems before they escalate;

(g) to determine the extenit to and manner in which these programs should
be supported by Govemnment;

(h) to assess the recomnmendations in the Burdekin report, their
appropriateness in Westemn Australia and the extent to which they
have been adopted;

(i) to specifically assess how the Education and Health Ministries,
Community Services Department and the Police might provide better
and more co-ordinated services to help children who have behavioural
problems at school especially those who are truanting or have been
suspended or expelled from school;

U) to especially research the statistics in relation to at risk Aboriginal
children and young people in particular and to consider whether they
have any special needs which should be addressed in the programs of
the kinds referred to in the preceding terms of reference;

(k) and to make such other recommendations as the Commnittee may
consider necessary to enhance the development of youth and to
properly enable them to live happy and fulfilling lives.

The objectives of those terms of reference are to direct the comnmittee more specifically to
matters which I believe, after 18 months in this job, need to be addressed. Also, they are to
ensure that the issues of coordination of preventive programs and the special needs of
Aboriginal children are all addressed. If the amendment is accepted, I will move for the
appointment of members to that committee.
In closing, I reiterate my personal appreciation to the Opposition for its change in approach
and to the member for Scarborough for die genuine concern he expressed in moving his
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motion. It is high time that we, as leaders of the community, got away from the "hang 'em,
lock 'em up" syndrome and began to address the real issues which are putting our young
people at risk. The member for Scarborough has done a good service in response to his
Insearch weekend.
MR CUNN ING HAM (Marangaron) [5.21 pm]: Among the most tragic situations in which
serious personal damage occurs is that related to young people who have been the victims of
physical and sexual abuse. Many young people also have been forced into crime through
drug related problems. We, as members of Parliament, know very little about the daunting
and difficult problems char these young people face.
Over the past few months I have attended two Insearch camps, one at Araluen with
Hon Cheryl Davenport and the other last weekend with the member for Scarborough and his
wife. What I saw at Araluen some months ago left me very disturbed for weeks. I was told
that after those camps all of the youth are counselled on a weekly basis. The WA Insearch
support group requested that Cheryl Davenport and I attend those debriefings. Members on
both sides of the House know that I did not stop talking about that Insearch camp at Araluen
for many weeks. I am not ashamed to admit to this House that my colleague and I used
many tissues that weekend. Members would not believe some of the atrocities that we were
told about.
The camp began on the Friday night. On the Saturday at lunch I said to Hon Cheryl
Davenport that it had to be a set-up, that these inhuman actions to young people could not
happen in our society. We have to be totally inhumane to allow these atrocities to occur. On
that camp was a young person whose age I estimated at 23 or 24, but who was, in fact,
13 years of age and who had fathered a child only six months earlier. He had been fed heroin
by his parents from the age of nine. Naturally, he had a record as long as one's arm. He has
attended support groups on a weekly basis. Out of those camps has come a young person
whose life has been turned around.
I am completely rapt in the level of support, love and care shown to these young people
through this program. The program was started in the Riverstone area of New South Wales
by two very dedicated human beings, Ron and Judith Barr who attended their fiftieth camp
last weekend at Woodman's Point. They have restored my faith in the human race and in
these young people being able to work through their troubles. I am happy also that the
member for Scarborough took the bipartisan approach that he promised me last weekend that
he would take. We were fortunate to have some hours together walking on the beach at
Woodman's Point on Saturday and Sunday mornings and discussing the many problems that
we hadl seen on the Friday night and on the Saturday. It was wonderful to see the member
for Scarborough stick to his word.
This bipartisan approach will go a long way towards solving the problems that destroy these
young lives and that lead them to drugs and alcohol abuse. The lnsearch programs are giving
back to young people their self-esteem. Tlhey stop young people from being dependent on
the system. I therefore support the amendment moved by the member for Mitchell.
DR TURNBULL (Collie) [5.26 pm]: As the Minister for Community Services said when
introducing his amendment, many bodies provide care and assistance to young people who
are in need in our society today. These vary from church groups, to the so-called do-
gooders, organised and disorganised bodies, ad hoc groups, permanent groups, incorporated
groups and groups that are not incorporated and through all of these groups runs a central
theme; that is, the need to assist Western Australia's young people. I do not think this needs
the Government to step in and organise the groups. However, there is a need for us to know
which groups are doing what and where they are and what sort of programs they are
promoting.
All members of the National Party have great empathy with young people in our electorates.
Many kids living in the country are deprived of family and financial support and of love and
respect. Many young people in rural areas have uncertainties and fears and are very isolated
either in their own families or from their communities. They do not know where to go for
reassurance or for information. Unfortunately, there is a great shortage of caring people and
experienced adults to support young country people. Most of my experience involves this
sort of work in the country. In my opinion one thing which is needed is a place in the city to
which young country people can go when they need help. That place should provide safe
and secure accommodation. One of the most difficult things in getting young people help is
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that there is nowhere in the city they can stay and feel safe. The Jesus People cannot supply
that need as their facilities are aver stretched. I hope the Select Committee will consider this
need for accommodation.

The National Party supports the amendment. Unfortunately, with the heavy workload of
Select Committee work already being done by National Party members, we will not be able
to serve on this Select Committee but we will support every aspect of it.

MR STRICKLAND (Scarborough) [5.28 pm]: It is with great pleasure that the Opposition
accepts the amendment moved by the Minister for Community Services. It includes all that
the Opposition wanted. I thank the Minister for his kind words and indicate once more that
the amendment is an example of what can be done when both sides of the House work to
improve something. In this case the Minister has improved the terms of reference of the
proposed Select Committee and I look forward, with the member for Kingsley, to
participating in that Select Committee. We will be endeavouring to do something positive
for our youth.

Amendment put and passed.

Motion, as Amended
Motion, as amended, put and passed.

SELECT COMMITT'EE - YOUTH NEEDS AND PROBLEMS

Appointment
On motion by Mr D.L. Smith (Minister for Community Services), resolved -

That the following members be appointed to serve on the Select Committee - The
member for Marangaroo (Mr Cunningham). the member for Wanneroc
(Mrs Watkins), the member for Fremantle (Mr McGinty), the member for
Scarborough (Mr Strickland), and the member for Kingsley (Mrs Edwardes).

On further motion by Mr D.L. Smith (Minister for Community Services), resolved -

That the committee have power to call for persons and papers, to sit on days over
which the House stands adjourned, to move from place to place, and report on
I September 1991.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS DUTY AMENDMENT DILL

Council's Amendment
Amendment by the Council now considered.

Committee
The Deputy Chairman of Committees (Mr Donovan) in the Chair; Mr Taylor (Minister for
Finance and Economic Development) in charge of the Sill,

The amendment made by the Council was as follows -

Page 1, lines 6 to 9 - To delete the lines and substitute the following -

2. This Act shall come into operation on the day on which it receives the
Royal Assent.

Mr TAYLOR: I move -
That the amendment made by the Council be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's amendment agreed to.
Report

Resolution reported, the report adopted, and a message accordingly returned to the Council.

[Questions without notice taken.]

House adjourned a: 6.04 pm
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

SCHOOLS - CLOSURE
1464. Mr OMODEY to the Minister for Education:

(1) Does the Government intend to close any schools in Western Australia?
(2) If yes, which schools wil be closed?
(3) Where will students be transferred in each case?
(4) What will the mode of transport be?
(5) (a) Will primary school children be forced to travel inordinate distances;

(b) if yes, how many children is it expected will be affected by excessive
distance?

(6) (a) WiW there be overcrowding on bus routes that usually have multiple
buses;

(b) if yes, what action is being considered to alleviate this problem?

Dr GALLOP replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Arrangements have been made for the closure of Rivervale Primary School at

the end of 1990. In addition, Karratha Junior Primary School will
amalgamate with Karratha Primary School. The formal process of
consultation with the local communities is currently under way with a view to
closing Carmxel, Coomberdale and North Baandee Primary Schools. The
ministry is constantly assessing student enrolnments and looking to review the
allocation of school resources.

(3) (i) Rivervale Primary School students will have the option of attending
any school of their choice. Tranby and Lathlain Primary Schools are
the closest schools.

(i) Karratha Junior Primary School students wil attend Karratha
Primary School.

(iii) Coomberdale Primary School students are likely to attend either
Moora or Watheroo Primary Schools.

(iv) Only three students from North Baandee Primary School will require
places in Government primary schools in 1991. Advice has been
received that these students will attend schools in Kelierberrin,
Doodlakine and Merredin.

(v) Cannel Primary School caters for children from preprimary to year 3
at present. Students in years 4 to 7 of their primary education
proceed to Walliston Primary School. In the future, primary students
resident in this area will be able to attend either Pickering Brook or
Waliston Primary Schools. Preprimary students will have the option
of attending either Pickering Brook Primary School or Wallistan
Preschool.

(4) (i) At the discretion of the parents.
(ii) Existing arrangements.
(iii) Bus.
(iv) Bus.
(v) Existing arrangements as for older children.

(5) (a) No.
(b) Not applicable.

(6) (a) No.
(b) Not applicable.
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SCHOOLS - SCHOOL BASED DECISION MAKING GROUPS
Status

1536. Mr AINSWORTH to the Minister for Education:

(1) What status do existing school based decision making groups have?

(2) In the event of section 23(2) of the Education Act being repealed, in what way
will the status of existing school based decision making groups alter -

(a) for those groups that exist as a standing committee of a parents and
citizen's association;

(b) for other groups?

(3) What input will the Western Australian Council of State School Organisations
have in the final drafting of any legislative changes?

Dr GALLOP replied:

(1) These groups have no formal status under the Education Act. Since the
publication of the report Better Schools in Western Australia (1987) schools
have initiated a range of school-community decision making bodies. Not only
are they unprotected by legislation but their mandate has not been prescribed.

(2) (a) Although Parents and Citizens' Associations will be substantial
contributors to the composition of school decision making groups,
standing committees of associations will not be recognised as school
decision making groups. However, the Minister will be empowered to
exempt individual schools from particular regulations where local
circumstances may require a unique response.

(b) The Minister will determine the functions, powers and composition of
school decision making groups by regulation, and existing groups
which conform to the regulations may assume the status of a school
decision making group.

(3) The final drafting of legislative changes is carried out by Parliamentary
Counsel. Advice is given to Parliamentary Counsel following extensive
consultation with representatives from WACSSO.

POLICE STATIONS - CAPEL
Construction Funds

1542. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister representing the Minister for Police:

(1) Have funds been allocated for a police station at Capel?

(2) If not, when can a police station be expected to be built at Capel?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1) No.

(2) A police station will be built at Capel when Statewide priorities and funding
permit.

MOTOR VEHICLES - OVERLOADING INSPECTIONS
1618. Mir McNEE to the Minister representing the Minister for Police:

(1) Would the Minister provide a list of vehicles checked for overloading during
the months of November and December 1988 and 1989?

*(2) Would the Minister provide details of -

(a) dates and times of inspections;

(b) locality of inspections;
* * (c) number of vehicles weighed at each locality on each occasion;

(d) permissible load and actual load of each vehicle weighed;
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(e) load type?
(3) Could the Minister categorise the details in (2) for -

(a) interstate;
(b) intrastate?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) November 1988 - 705 vehicles checked

474 vehicles weighed
December 1988 - 603 vehicles checked

387 vehicles weighed
November 1989 - 1449 vehicles checked

1319 vehicles weighed
December 1989 - 1423 vehicles checked

809 vehicles weighed.
(2)-(3)

This information is unable to be provided as it would emtail considerable
manual research of records of all vehicles checked and a substantial diversion
of police resources. I would be pleased to provide any further specific details
which ihe member may request and which are reasonably accessible.

GOVERNMENT FUNCTIONS - ABOLITON AND REDUCTION LIST
167 1. Mr COWAN to the Premier:

Will the Premier list all the Government functions that are to be -

(a) abolished;
(b) reduced,
in the current financial year?

Dr LAWRJENCE replied:
(a)-(b)

Many agencies have been set tight budget targets and, in line with the thrust
of program management, will be required to contain expenditure. by a
reordering of program priorities, if necessary, while continuing to meet the
Government's policy objectives.
Although there will be some flexibility to reallocate resources, the
information on programs and subprograms contained in the document,
Program Statements, reflect the Government's budgetary decisions. I would
refer the member to that publication for details of allocations by programs and
subprograms and to the Budget speech which outlines some major
expenditure containment initiatives.

CHALLENGE FOR YOUTH PROGRAM - FUNDING RECIPIENTS
Future Funding

1676. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Community Services:
(1) Who were the recipients of funds under the Challenge for Youth Program for

the year ending 1989-90?
(2) Will the Challenge for Youth Program be continuing to receive funds for the

year 1990-91?
Mr D.L. SNM replied:
(1) Young offenders in the final weeks of a sentence of secure detention. The

program was run by group workers from the institutions and most of the
expenditure shown were the salaries of the five FTEa involved.

(2) No.
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FIR.EARMS - REGISTERED SHOTGUNS
Licence Fee

1693. Mr GRAYDEN to the Minister representing the Minister for Police:

(1) Approximately how many shotguns are registered in Western Australia?

(2) What is the current firearm licence fee?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) There are approximately 78 000 shotguns licensed in Western Australia.

(2) The current firearms licence fee is $17 regardless of the number of firearms
appearing on the licence.

DRIVERS' LICENCES - DONOR STATUS
1702. Mr MENSAROS to the Minister representing the Minister for Police:

(1) Has the consideration by the Government, indicated to be ongoing more than
four years ago in the reply to question 138 of 1986, regarding the showing of
person's donor status on drivers' licences been concluded yet?

(2) If so, what is the Government's decision on this subject?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(l )-(2)
The Government resolved its consideration of the issue in favour of donor
status being shown on drivers' licences and donor status is displayed on the
current plasticised drivers' licences.

PARLIAMENTARY COMMIVISSIONER ACT - AMENDMENTS
Commissioner's Jurisdiction Extension

1712. Mr MENSAROS to the Premier

When will amendments to the Parliamentary Commissioner Act, aiming to
extend the Commissioner's jurisdiction to all but specially exempted statutory
authorities, be introduced?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:

Amendments to the Parliamentary Commissioner Act ae now under
consideration. The Bill will be introduced when it is ready.

RESIDENTIAL TENANCY LEGISLATION - REVIEW

1728. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Consumer Affairs:

(1) Is there currently a review being undertaken of residential tenancy legislation
or aspects relating to the administration of the legislation?

(2) If so, who is conducting the review?

(3) When will the review be completed?

(4) Will the review be made public?

(5) If not, why not?
Mrs HENDERSON replied:

(1) No, under the legislation a review is not due until two years after coming into
operation of the Act which is October 1991. However, a study of die practice
and procedure developing in the small disputes division of the Local Court in
relation to the determination of disputes arising under the Residential
Tenancies Act has been undertaken by Mrs Judy McGowan, lecturer in law,
Curtin University of Technology.

Not applicable.
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PRISONS -TRUSTEE PRISONERS
Oinbudsnaan's Report -Supervision Increase Recommendation

1758. Mir MENSAROS to the Minister representing the Minister for Police:
Has the Commissioner of Police accepted the recommendation by the
Parliamentary Commissioner for Administrative Investigations, contained in
his report of 30 June 1990, for more adequate supervision of trustee prisoners,
particularly at lockups?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
Yes. The Commissioner of Police and senior police executive constantly
strive to improve the quality and efficiency of the police service in Western
Australia,

MOTOR VEHICLES - GOVERNMENT
Blue Licence Plate Vehicles - Private Vehicle Mileage Payments

1786. Mr HOUSE to the Minister representing the Minister for Police:
(1) How many vehicles are there in Western Australia which carry the

Govenmet'sblue licence plates?
(2) How many of these are -

(a) passenger vehicles;
(b) commercial utilities, vans or four wheel drive vehicles;
(c) tnucks licensed to carry more than 1.5 tonnes;
(d) other?

(3) How many Government employees are paid- mileage by the Government to
drive their own cars?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) 16 766 as at 5 September 1990.
(2) (a) 4 058 as at 5 September 1990.

(b)-(d)
Statistics are not available in the specific categories requested.

(3) As this is a matter of discretion of individual chief executive officers of each
organisation, I am unable to provide the answer.

AIRCRAFF - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
Nester Pry Ltd

1763. Mr CLARKO to the Minister for Services:
(1) What has been the total cost to the Stare Government for the leasing of the

aircraft from Nester Pty Ltd during the past two years from 19 October 1988
to 19 October 1990?

(2) How many business hours were flown by the aircraft in each of the
24 months?

() What are the details of each trip during those two years including the purpose
of -the trip and destination? --

(4) (a) Are there occasions when the plane is not used for lengthy periods;
(b,) if so, what are the details?

Mrs BUCHANAN replied:
(1) $3 050 250 to close of business 19 October 1990.
(2) 1283.89 hours to 30 September 1990.
(3) The information requested is not readily available without a great deal of

research. With limited resources I amn not prepared to assign personnel to this
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task as normal duties would be disrupted. if the member has any specific
concerns he should supply me with details.

(4) (a) No.

(b) Not applicable.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

SMITH, MR ROBERT - SECURITY FIRM
Government Contract - Deputy Premier's Knowledge

441. Mr MacKINNON to the Deputy Premier:

(1) When was the Deputy Premier first aware that the Government had employed
the security farmn headed by Mr Robert Smith who was yesterday convicted of
conspiracy to illegally tap the telephone of a key witness in the 1988 Brush-
Martin trial?

(2) How did the Deputy Premier become aware of this contract?

(3) Did he have any dealings with Mr Smith.

(4) If so, what were the nature of those dealings?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1)-(4)
There are similar questions on the Notice Paper in relation to this issue so the
Leader of the Opposition can wait until he gets the answers to those questions.

Mr MacKinnon: The question on the Notice Paper has no similarity to that at all.

Mr TAYLOR: I think questions have been asked as to when I became aware of
Mr Smith. I have never met Mr Smith, but I understand he was employed, as
has been said publicly and in this House on many occasions, to debug the
telephones at the houses of Ministers. I remember it well because I recall
returning to Kalgoorlie one weekend and being asked by my then eight or
nine year old son, 'Who debugs the buggers?" I really did not know how to
answer his question and I wondered about the language and the question. The
matter was certainly drawn to my attention in a very unusual way at that time
by my son. I was aware the work was being done but I cannot say I had any
other involvement in that particular contract.

Mr Macinnon: When was it?

Mr TAYLOR: I do not know - it could have been 1987-88.

PREMIERS' CONFERENCE - FURTHER DEVELOPMIENTS
442. Dr WATSON to the Deputy Premier:

(1) Is he able to inform the House of any further developments from the Premiers'
Conference today in Brisbane?

(2) Does the Government view the results as disappointing as suggested by the
Leader of the Opposition on radio today?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(l)-(2)
In relation to the second question it really is par for the course for the Leader
of the Opposition to say, with regard to whatever is happening, it is
disappointing. What he has had to say in this respect is out of keeping with
what people and political commentators throughout Australia have been
saying in relation to the outcome of the Premiers' Conference. There is no
doubt at all that this conference has shown a new spirit of cooperation which
demonstrates that the Federal Government recognises, at long last, the need
for reforms in Commonwealth-State financial arrangements. I am particularly
pleased that the joint communmique in relation to those issues has recognised
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that the question of tied grants with the States has to be dealt with as far as
those relationships are concerned. I will refer to what the Premier said today
in Brisbane in relation to the issue. She said that the Western Australian
proposals for a complete overhaul of the conference process and procedures
have been agreed to. The Premider put to the conference that the current
system was out of date and well and truly in need of reform. The Prime
Minister and other Premiers agreed that better procedures, improved
consultation and greater cooperation would benefit not only the States, but all
of Australia. It was also agreed that the question of the Premiers' Conference
dealing with financial issues had to be resolved. I understand that it was
indicated that the first meeting of the Premiers next year would be as early as
May and it would be a meeting that would facilitate the early planning of
State Budgets as pant of that planning process. As Minister for Finance and
Economic Development I am of the opinion it is well and truly overdue.

In addition, there will be a second conference in Perth and as I indicated to the
House yesterday it will be held in November. The conference will deal with a
wide range of issues of national significance. It is pleasing that the Premier
has indicated that the Comnmonwealth has agreed to do away with the
longstanding, almost unbelievable ritual, of placing the Commonwealth's
financial offers to the States under the Premiders' bedroom doors before
breakfast on the day of the conference. We have always laughed at that, but it
has been a matter of course for years that those documents were placed under
the Premiers' bedroom doors on the day of the Premiers' Conference so they
could try to work out what they should do. That meant that there could not be
meaningful discussions or a pmoper analysis of what was put to them and it
placed the Commonwealth in an advantageous position over the States. Even
small matters like that have been addressed at this conference. It is
disappointing that the Leader of the Opposition should find a conference that
has been endorsed throughout Australia as worthwhile a disappointing
conference.

CRA - MT LESUEUR AREA
Mining Application Maintenance

443. Mr WIESE to the Minister for the Environment:

This morning the Minister for the Envirniment was reported as saying that
when CRA withdrew its mining application in the Mt Lesueur area he would
move to have the area declared a national park. [ ask -

(1) How long does he envisage CRA will maintain its mining application
over the area?

(2) Could that application be maintained over the area for another 10 or 15
years?

Mr PEARCE replied:

One wishes that Opposition members would get their act together regarding
these matters. The simple fact is that CRA has had a tenement and an
application to mine coal in that area for some time. That is going through the
proper process. Three seats along from the member who just asked the
question is a member who pops up every second question time to accuse me
of not going through the proper process regarding a different mining
application. The member for Wagin wants to introduce a Bill to declare this
area a national park while the process of a mining company having its
application reviewed is in the middle of assessment.

I have said publicly and am on the record as saying that Mt Lesneur ought to
be a national park. That is a recommendation currently before the
Government. It has not processed that recommendation because the proper
processes need to be exhausted regarding CRA's application. That
application is not viable at the present time as CRA did not get the nod from
SECWA to be a contender for the coal mine and power station.
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Rather than automatically terminating CRA 's application in the middle of the
assessment I have asked the Environmental Protection Authority to write to
CRA to ascertain its intention with regard to the application, If the
application is withdrawn, that will be the end of the matter and I will put in
train actions to have that area declared a national park. I am not prepared to
do that while CRA's application is in the process of being assessed, If it
wants that assessment done, the EPA will conclude its assessment and the
Government will then consider that assessment as well as the recommuendation
to make it a national park.
What the member for Wagin has done, my little Johnny-come-lately, is
bounce up once the business has been declared with SECWA and the whole
thing is on track to create a national park and introduce a Bill to achieve that
so he can say, "I am the person who achieved this area's becoming a national
park." He is a fake and a phoney! The Governiment has this matter well in
hand and everyone is well aware of that, so the member's little effort at credit
grabbing will not be successful, and I will tell him why. So keen was he to
get the credit for this that he actually mistimed his capacity to have the Bill
passed.
I have discussed the sittings with members on the other side and we have four
weeks of Parliament left after this week, one of which will be set aside for the
Estimates Committees, one for the third reading of the Estimates and there
will be no private members' day during the last two weeks of the session, so
the best the member can do with his Bill is give his second reading speech
before private members' business is closed down. He will not have an
opportunity to bring his B ill to the vote and must have known that when he
introduced it into the House, so do not tell me he is not trying to grab credit
from people who have worked on this project for years.

SCHOOLS - STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
Special Facility Funds

444. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister for Education:

Has the Minister interceded with the Ministry of Education to ensure that
funds are made available to provide special facilities for children with
disabilities who are due to be integrated into a number of regular schools?

Dr GALLOP replied:
Mr Speaker, -

Mr Macinnon: Is it part of the school renewal program?

Dr GALLOP: They have improved somewhat since members opposite left
Government a few years ago.
I recently became aware that some building modifications were needed to
enable students with disabilities to be integrated into the school system next
year. As a result of representations I have made regarding this matter, I have
been assured that the necessary work will be carried out. Various schools are
involved and I shall be making a detailed announcement in due course.

This evening, however, I can say that the work at the Springfield Primary
School and the Darlington Primary School is included in the program and
thanks are due to the member for Whitford and the member for Darling Range
for bringing the needs of these young people to my attention.

The Government's commitment to the needs of disabled students is amply
demonstrated. Well in excess of $20 million is being spent in the current year
on the provision of about 500 special education teachers and approximately
200 full time equivalent teacher aides. Over $500 000 is being provided for
equipment for disabled students this year. We are proud of our comnitment
to equality of opportunity in our education system.
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SMITH, MR ROBERT - ILLEGAL TELEPHONE TAPPING CONVICTION
Burke, Former Premier Brian - Opposition Members of Parliament Inquiry

445. Mvr MacKINNON to the Deputy Premier:

(1) Is the Deputy Premier aware that Mr Robert Smith, who has previously been
contracted to the Government, was last night convicted of conspiracy to
illegally tap the telephone of a key witnesses of the 1988 Brush-Martin trial?

(2) Is he aware that in the case during which Mr Smith was found guilty of
conspiracy to illegally tap a telephone it was disclosed that -

(a) In Mr Smith's diary of 23 May 1987 there was an entry which read,
'Vince rang before departure to Canberra. Boss wants Laurance, go
slow on Lightfoot"?

(b) In Mr Smith's diary of 2 April 1987 there was an entry, "9 am Terry
Burke to the office. Discussions re progress and inquiries re Lightfoot
and others'?

(3) Does the Deputy Premier share the concern of the Opposition that this
evidence clearly points to former Premier Brian Burke using Mr Smith's
investigation agency to gain information about members of Parliament?

(4) If so, will he order an immediate inquiry into the matter and report to the
Parliament whether Mr Smith was used by the Government to investigate
Opposition members of Parliament?

(5) If not, why not?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1)-(5)
I am reminded that on 24 October the member for Nedlands asked the Premier
a similar question in relation to this issue which she answered and referred to
previous questions that had been raised along similar lines.

Mr Court: That is misleading.

Mrt TAYLOR: I have an answer here to question 764 in which the Premier referred
the member for Nedlands to answers to questions asked in December 1988
and in the Legislative Council in August 1989 and September 1990. There
was a whole range of questions in relation to this matter. If the Leader of the
Opposition has a particular concern about this matter he can put it on notice
and we will deal with it rather than indulging his effort at trivial pursuit in this
place.

Several members inteijected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Before the next question is asked, I draw the attention of
members to Standing Orders relating to the content of questions. For
example, at page 46 it says that questions should not contain inferences and
imputations. I believe the last question was in breach of both those provisions
and caution members to word their questions more carefully.

TRANSPORT - NATIONAL RAIL FREIGHT CORPORATION
Heads of Agreement, Premiers' Conference

446. Mr CUNNINGHAM to the Minister for Transport:

Will the Minister advise the House on the heads of agreement reached on a
national rail freight corporation and signed by the Premier at the special
Premiers' Conference in Brisbane.

Mrs BEGGS replied:

I thank the member for his question. I admit it is a dorothy dixer but it is
important to inform the House of what has happened.

Mr Minson: We had a feeling about that.

Mrs BEGGS: I am being honest and open, as it is important to inform the House that
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an agreement was signed today by the Commonwealth, State and Territory
Governments to establish a national rail freight corporacion. This is a major
milestone in the development of a land transport system for Australia and will
have important implications for transport in Western Australia. The
establishment of an NRFC will involve Commonwealth, State and Territory
equity participation in a company incorporated under the Companies Code. It
will take in all of dhe railway's existing interstate freight business and be
expected to earn a commercial rate of return on its assets without reliance on
Government guarantees.
I am pleased to be able to support the decision made to join with the
Commonwealth and the Governments of other States in establishing a national
rail freight corporation. This concept was initially promoted by Westrail in
October 1988, and is based on the achievement of higher efficiencies and thus
lower freight rates for Western Australian industries than those available
wider the currently cooperative but fragmented operations of the separate
State and Commonwealth railway systems. Although heads of agreement
have been signed, it is important also to inform the House that the
Commonwealth and the other States have recognised that Western Australia
has a unique position in that Westrail's interstate operations are profitable by
contrast with the losses incurred by other States. Our position in terms of
equity participation, valuation and commitment of assets to the national rail
freight corporation will still be subject to recommendations to be provided at a
special meeting of the Australian Transport Advisory Council arranged for
early 1991, at which tine we will determine our final position on the national
freight corporation.
I also infonn the House about a simnilar matter which has caused a great deal
of interest in Western Australia, and that is the road transport regulation
charges and road funding. An agreement was reached at the special Premiers'
Conference to address these charges and vehicle operating standards on a
national basis, while allowing the necessary flexibility to deal with the
individual States' autonomy. The concern which Western Australia has
always had is agreeing to a national system, which may mean a lowering of
the State's control over this area. It is the Government's intention to pursue a
new cooperative approach, but we are still intent on making sure that the
State's authority over this area is maintained.

SMITH, MR ROBERT - SECURITY FIRM
Government Contract Tabling

447. Mr MacKINNON to the Deputy Premier
(1) Given that the Deputy Premier has little problem with the allocations made in

relation to the telephone tapping matter, will he table in the Parliament a copy
of the contract which the Government had with Rid. Smith and Co, which
was entered into in 1987 to carry out, according to the answer to question
2119 of 15 December 1988, "Security checks"?

(2) If not, why not?
Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1)-(2)

I am more than happy to investigate that matter. If we find a way to table that
document I shall be happy to do so.

GOVERNMENT PURCHASING PROGRAMS - LOCAL INDUSTRIES
Maximum Opportunities

448. Mr DONOVAN to the Minister for Services:
What steps has the Minister taken to ensure that local companies gain the
maximum benefit from the Government's purchasing operations?
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Mrs BUCHANAN replied:

I thank the member for Morley for the question, and I am very pleased to
advise the House that as a result of the mneeting of Miniisters responsible for
Government purchasing, which was held in Perth last Friday, the State,
Territory and Federal Govemnments endorsed a strategy which should give all
Australian manufacturers a greater opportunity to compete for the
Government's business. Members will no doubt be aware that in the past,
Government purchasing programs have been based on a least cost basis, and
while there may have been sound reasons behind such a policy, it was
extremely narrow and did not take into account the impact which Government
purchasing could have on the economy. The combined annual purchasing bill
of the State, Territory and Federal Governments is around $30 billion, an
enormous amount of money in anyone's books, and one which can greatly
benefit the Australian economy.

At the Ministerial Council meeting on Friday, Ministers endorsed a new
policy which places greater emphasis on value for money, and at the same
time it will ensure local industry is given a fair go and the maximum
opporturity to compete for Government business. Unfortunately no figures
have yet been taken out to quantify how much of the annual purchasing bill is
spent overseas, but I am informed that it is a significant proportion, and this is
something which needs close attention. I anm sure all members appreciate the
benefits we can bring to Western Australia by ensuring that Western
Australian-made products are given fair and equitable treatment in the State
Government's purchasing operations. The new value for money policy is one
which deserves the strong support of members on both sides of the House.

BOXING - TWENTY SEVENTH WORLD BOXING CONVENTION
Two Officials Visit

449. Mrs WATKINS to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

Will the Minister please inform the House of the outcome of the visit by two
local sporting officials to the 27th World Boxing Convention which has just
ended?

Mr GORDON HIELL replied:

Members will be aware that the Perth Superdrome is working towards
establishing itself as a major boxing venue in Australia. It has earned the
reputation of being one of the best boxing venues in this country. As a result
of that, and the interest of the Australian Boxing Federation, I gave approval
to two officials, Dr Norman Ashton, Chairnan of the Superdrome Trust, and
Graham Moss, the Marketing Manager of the Perth Superdrome, to attend the
World Boxing Convention in Tenerife. I almost had to pay them to go there;,
not many people are anxious to attend that part of the world at this time.
They put in a bid on behalf of Western Australia for the 30th convention to be
held in Perth in 1993. I am pleased to announce that that bid was successful.
That is important when we consider that there are 134 member nations in the
World Boxing Council. It is also important when we consider that at the same
time as a boxing convention is held, generally speaking, but not always, a
world boxing title is held at the same time. There is a distinct possibility that
in 1993, not only will over 130 nations be attending the convention, but also a
world boxing title will be fought here in Western Australia. We can expect
world celebrities to attend the boxing convention, notably people such as
Muhammad Ali and Mike Tyson. These sorts of people attend functions of
tis type, so it might be quite a highlight on the 1993 calendar.

At the same time I congratulate Lou Cafaro for achieving something which
has not previously been achieved by a Western Australian. He has now
become the highest ranked boxing champion ever to have come out of
Western Australia. His elevation from 13th to 10th position now entitles him
to contest a world boxing title. I understand that he is on target to do that next
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year. The World Boxing Council Convention has the role of giving
consideration to the rankings of boxers round the world. The convention
recently decided to elevate Lou Caiaro from 13th to 10th in world super
middleweight ratings. On behalf of the Government, and I -m sure on behalf
of the House, [ congratulate hinm on his new racing.

SMITH, MR ROBERT - ILLEGAL TELEPHONE TAPPING TRIAL
B rush-Martin Trial Report - Ministry of Premier and Cabinet "Staffer"

450. Mr MacKINNON to the Deputy Premier:

(1) Is the Deputy Premier aware that during the trial in which Mr Robert Smith
was convicted of conspiracy to illegally tap the telephone of a key witness in
the 1988 Brush-Martin trial, Mr Smith told the District Court that he had
compiled a report on the Brush-Martin trial for a "staffer" from the Ministry
of Premier and Cabinet?

(2) Will the Deputy Premier launch an inquiry to ascertain who the "staffer" was
and to whom that person was reporting, and make that information available
to the Parliament?

(3) If not, why not?

Mlr TAYLOR replied:

1 am not aware of that, but I shall look at the matter and see what I can find
out about it.

SCHOOLS - DARKAN DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL
Continuance Assurance

451. Mr WIESE to the Minister for Education:

Can the Minister assure parents with children at the Darkan District High
School that their school is not on a ministerial hit list and that their children
will continue to receive education up to the end of year 10 at the Darkan
District High School while pupil numbers are at or remain at their current
level?

Dr GALLOP replied:

Unfortunately, I know very Little about Darkan District High Schbol. I did
read the article in the newspaper this morning. I am certainly not aware of
any request from within the Ministry of Education or from within the
education system generally to close that school.

Mr MacKinnon: They do not want to be renewed.
Dr GALLOP: The Leader of the Opposition wants renewing; do not worry about

that,

Several members interjected.

Dr GALLOP: The people of Darkan can be assured that if anything affecting that
school is on the agenda, they will be the first to be informed.

SCHO0OLS - CUE SCHOOL
Library Facility Room Construction - Funding Shortfall Assistance

452. M& LEAHY to the Minister for Education:

(1) Is the Minister aware of the tremendous effort by the Cue Parents and Citizens
Association to raise $20 000 towards the construction of a library-utility room
at that school?

(2) If so, can the Minister outline any Government assistance to meet the shortfall
in construction costs?

Dr GALLOP replied:

A newspaper article in last Saturday's The West Australian outlined problems
facing the school community at Cue, one of the older mining areas in this
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Stare. It is interesting to note we will celebrate many centenaries in the
education system as a result of the great expansion in the gold rush era.
Cue has a facility room which currently is being used as a classroom. The
community has come up with an innovative idea to develop a new facility
room at the school. The school commaunity, being the type of community we
now expect in the non-metropolitan area, is very active and commaitted to the
school. It has raised $17 000 to which was added an interest free loan from
the local mining company. They thought this would do die job required.
However, the Building Managemnent Authority had the view that it would be
in the interests of the aesthetic; of the school to build a pitched roof to fit in
with the existing building. It is a turn of the century building, and an
important one in the education system, rather like the Kalgoorlie primary
school. As a result of the Building Management Authority assessment it was
found the amount raised was $8 000 short. After reading the article in the
newspaper and talking to the local member I have insrnucted the Ministry of
Education to find die extra $8 000 so the school community can be rewarded
for its excellent efforts in Cue.

POWER STRIKE - NO STRIKE ORDER
TLC Press Statement

453. Mr COURT to the Minister for Productivity and Labour Relations:
(1) Is the Minister aware of a Trades and Labor Council's Press statement which

stated that the State Government and the State Energy Commission of
Western Australia had not asked the commission to introduce the proposed
no-strike order for power workers?

(2) If yes, is it correct that SECWA or the Government did not ask for this no-
strike order?

(3) Does the Govemnment support the commission's implementing a no-strike
order covering the two unions involved in the power industry?

Mr TROY replied:

I am not aware of the TLC Press release. The action taken in regard to the
stoppages was implemented by the commission and the Government believes
it was the appropriate action. As I mentioned yesterday, the actions of the
comm-ission will be fuly supported by the Government. I take the
opportunity to mention that the piece of legislation forecast for introduction
last week by the Opposition - and which we have been waiting two years to
see - relating to essential services did not turn up on the promisedi date. I
guess we will see it in time. Legislation on essential services, as mentioned
on the radio last week, will not address the problem we faced last week. The
most astute commentators drew the Opposition's attention to that. Could it be
that the Opposition is now recasting the proposal to cover the evident
weaknesses which were so easily exposed last week?
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